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From the first shot to 
the last, get improved 
shot speed and minimum 
muzzle rise with little 
or no loss of velocity. 


C What You've Been Missing! 


When speed counts as 
much as accuracy... 


nothing Iceeps you on target like 
Clock's complete line of compensated 
pistols- Available in full-size and compact 
models - in five popular calibers - these 
pistols have CLOCK'S revolutionary parallel 
port compensation system. This innovative 
integral compensation system not only reduces 
muzzle Hip and felt recoil, il also aids in quicker 
second-shot target 
acquisition. 


PERFECTION 


Available at a CLOCK Stocking Dealer near you. 


©CLOCK. Inc. 1998 
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HEROES TIME FORGOT 

Maj. John L. Plaster, USAR (Ret.) 

Amid the fallout of CNN’s unfounded nerve 
gas story, SOF tells the true story of 
Operation Tailwind in full detail. 


DEATH & TAXES 

Mark H. Milstein 

Russia’s tough top tax cop has made 
one thing perfectly clear - Tax -reJaied 
crimes arc out at control and woti'I be 
tolerated. They have ways of making 
you pay ... and you thought 
the IRS was mean. 


SEVEN BEANS IN THE WHE 

Peter G. Kokahs 

The defensive revolver is far 
from moribund. The 
ban 

semiautomatic 
pistol magazines 
holding more than f 
10 rounds has ’ 
helped refocus 
attention on revolvers 
for self-defense applications. 
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HAVE GUNS, WILL TRAVEL 

Col. Mike Peck, USA (Ret.) 

SOF sets out to track reports of an organized pipeline of 
small arms coming out of Albania and across the border 
to KLA enclaves in Kosovo, 


Slick Willie Watch 

Abusing The Dead, For Fun 
and Profit 


STOLEN VALOR 

Larry Bailey 

Destroying all stereotypes of the long haired, tormented 
vet still wearing tiger stripes, Jug Burkett has proved as 
phonies, one at a time, more the" 1,000 men who claim 1 
to be Vietnam heroes. # 
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In From The Cold 
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Sound Off 

Bad Leaders Equal Bad Units 


DRAGON DOLLARS 

James L.Pate 

The largest bust of illegal machine guns \n the history ol 
U.S. law enforcement should be cause for calsbjatiorf in 
the most fervently antigun administration in history. 
Instead, the federal government has been curiously Bilans 
about the sting operation “Dragon Fire.” _ . 
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On the Cover 

As communism in Eastern Europe col¬ 
lapsed, the relative stability it guaranteed 
self-destructed. Nowhere is this more apparent than in 
former Yugoslavia and the Balkans, where SOF tracked 
reports of an organized small-aifns pipeline from 
Albanian to KLA enclaves of Kosovo, 
See story, page - * 
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By Commander Chip Beck. USNB (Ret.) 


Think It Through This Time 


Attacks against Bin Laden’s terrorist 
network deserve questioning, not from a 
“Wag The Dog” scenario, but because the 
public is unprepared for horrors these 
actions may unleash. 

The magnitude of the bio-chemical vol¬ 
cano waiting to erupt has been hidden for 18 
years. The coming onslaught may cost 
resources, commitment, and losses far 
above what Americans expect or may toler¬ 
ate. If Washington cannot justify stringent 
countermeasures, even the kind employed 
by the Israelis after Munich, or the Soviets 
in Beirut, then crucial mistakes were made 
in striking Afghanistan and Sudan. 

Imagine any U.S. city, now potential tar¬ 
gets, where 100,000 citizens, from garbage 
collectors to CEOs, in kindergartens and 
nursing homes, collapse without warning 
and begin drowning in their own bodily flu¬ 
ids as mucous pours from every orifice; or 
convulsing violently before their internal 
organs shut down in grotesque fits of agony. 

Visualize a bomb exploding at an abor¬ 
tion clinic. Thirty minutes after curious 
crowds converge on the scene, 5,000 people 
lie dead downwind of the site, killed by 
nerve agents the device launched for the 
breeze to carry. 

The public has heard of military Bio- 
Chemical Response Teams. It doesn’t know 
their mission isn’t to prevent terrorism, but 
to clean up the “debris” (dead) after the 
“event” (attack). If Washington embarked 
on the warpath after considering all the con¬ 
sequences, it left the public in the dark. 

The United States, unable to eliminate 
world tensions, often reacts without the will 
to finish what it starts. Policies are feeble. 
Politicians miscalculate dangers. Adver¬ 
saries are underestimated. Adequate goals 
are absent. From Vietnam to Desert Storm. 

Clinton’s lack of credibility aside, but 
U.S. intelligence has long held data con¬ 
necting Bin Laden to the Saudi and World 
Trade Center attacks, as well as the new 
ones in Kenya and Tanzania. 


Even so, Americans must understand our 
long-term objectives and the worst-case sce¬ 
narios Washington knows can be inflicted by 
biological, chemical, and low-grade nuclear 
weapons. Voters must understand dire conse¬ 
quences now, not after disaster is inflicted. 

Such data is routinely hidden to main¬ 
tain public morale and promote the impres¬ 
sion politicians are in control of the collec¬ 
tive destiny. They are not. 

Washington needs to clarify what 
resource and will-power limitations it will 
self-impose, as well as national tolerance 
levels for reprisals and loss of life. For 
once, I’d like to know at what point we will 
cave-in before the enemy knows. 

Anything less than a full commitment to 
confront terrorism and win, invites disaster. 
U.S. missiles did not eliminate danger, but 
did create recruitment propaganda for new 
terrorists. 

In the wake of Nairobi, is Washington 
willing to spend years tracking down terror¬ 
ists for arrest or assassination, like the 
Israelis after Munich? Will we ever drop a 
family elder from a moving car, dead and 
castrated, in front of terrorist headquarters, 
like the Soviets did in Beirut to retrieve alive 
three of their four kidnapped diplomats? 

It will take those kinds of actions and 
more to win, for the world is more dangerous 
than Americans realize. Hostile acts inside 
our borders have intensified since the Cold 
War. The latest actions just upped the ante. 

Bin Laden issued a fatwah, a declaration 
of war, against America. If Washington is 
serious, congress must officially declare 
war in return against these transnational ter¬ 
rorists. Such legal action allows options, 
including assassination, which peacetime 
restrictions preclude. 

Conflict, or inaction will be costly. We 
need to think our choices through -—with all 
the information available to the public. 

Beck is a retired CIA Special Operations 
Officer and former Station Chief. ^ 
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THE DRUG SCREEN MANUAL 


THE TESTS, THE TECHNOLOGY, THE RISKS, THE REALITY 


by Dr ; John Mrozek 

In recent years numerous employers, including all branches of the U.S. military, have jumped on the drug testing bandwagon in an effort to comply with the 
federal drug-free workplace mandate. However, although drug detection technologies have advanced rapidly, the technology has outpaced the knowledge base 
of the human beings tasked with employing it. As a result, inaccurate test results are far from uncommon. Increasingly, people have been wrongfully branded 
as drug abusers and denied employment - often without ever knowing why! This manual was written to inform and protect those required to submit to drug 
testing by presenting factual information on the types of tests used, the ways samples can be adulterated to produce false results, how test results are classi¬ 
fied, the various drugs tested for (including athletic enhancement drugs) and what factors can skew results for each. 51/2x8 1/2, softcover, 64 pp. $15.00 
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THE CLOSE-COMBAT FILES OF 
COLONEL REX APPLEGATE 
by Col. Rex Applegate and 
Maj. Chuck Melson 

The legend finally steps from the shad¬ 
ows to reveal the truth behind the 
countless stories of his service with the 
OSS. Leam firsthand of Colonel 
Applegate's training and missions with 
men hke Wild Bill Donovan, William 
Fairbaim and Eric Sykes. The definitive 
reference researchers and historians 
have been awaiting for more than 50 
years. 81/2x11, hardcover, photos, 
illiis.. 208 pp. $39.95 


DEAD ON 

The Long-Range Marksman’s 
Guide to Extreme Accuracy 
by Tony M. Noblitt and 
Warren Gabrilska 
Riflemen wanting to leam how to 
make first-round hits at extreme dis¬ 
tances will find this book indlspensi- 
ble. Bullet flight, scopes and mounts, 
caliber and cartridge selection, 
mirage, wind values, actions, barrels, 
stocks and much more are included in 
this practical manual. 5 1/2x8 1/2, 
softcover, photos, 176 pp. $20.00 


MODERN SURVIVAL RETREAT 
A New and Vital Approach to 
Retreat Theory and Practice 
by Ragnar Benson 

Modern retreaters have a new enemy 
to fear - our own government In this 
companion to the classic book The 
Survival Retreat Ragnar answers 
such vital questions as how to identify 
exactly who threatens your freedom, 
when to occupy your retreat and how 
to fight the government when it goes 
hard-core against you. 51/2x81/2, 
softcover, photos. 120 pp. $15.00 


THE NEW WORLD OF RUSSIAN 
SMALL ARMS AND AMMO 
by CharlieCutshaw 

Paladin is pleased to be the first to bring 
you detailed descriptions, specifications 
and drawings of the very latest Russian 
small arms, Including underwater rifles, 
weapons that use silent ammo, previ¬ 
ously unknown rifles, handguns and 
grenade launchers used by SPETsNAZ 
forces and the heir apparent to the AK- 
47 assault rifle, the AN-94. Also 
includes a chapter on the new ammo 
used by these weapons. 8 1/2 x 11, 
hardcover, Ulus., 160 pp. $39.95 


RAGNAR’S ACTION 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE 
AND PROVEN TECHNIQUES 
by Ragnar Benson 
Leam how to build weapons, trap 
anything that moves, drop out of the 
rat race, protect your privacy, elude 
the bad guys, defend yourself, 
change identities, land a job and live 
well - as well as a little bit about 
everything else that might be impor¬ 
tant. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, photos, 
illus., 456 pp. $45,00 


THE INVISIBLE ADVANTAGE 
A Step-by-step Guide to Making 
Ghillie Suits and Custom 
Camouflage Accessories 
with Tom Forties 

For professionals who need the ulti¬ 
mate in camouflage, there is only one 
choice: the ghillie suit In this unique 
video, expert ghillie suit craftsman Tom 
Forbes teaches you how to make four 
different types of ghillie suit and a vari¬ 
ety of camouflage accessories for a 
fraction of the cost of expensive com¬ 
mercial versions. Color, approx. 60 
min., VHS only. $29.95 



THE MODERN 
IDENTITY CHANGER 
How to Create a New Identity for 
Privacy and Personal Freedom 
by Sheldon Charrett 
Finally, too is an all-new instruction 
book on how to obtain a new identify, 
produce supporting documents for it 
and use it safely in today's society. 
Loam how to get Social Security num¬ 
bers, driver’s licenses and more. For 
academic study oily. 51/2x8 1/2, 
softcover, illus., 152 pp. $20.00 
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THE WHOLE SPY CATALOG 
by Lee Lapin 

The Whole Spy Catalog shows you 
exactly how to hire an ex-KGB agent, 
order a photo of anyplace on earth 
anytime during the last 20 years, get 
an instant background check on any¬ 
one, open a door from 100 feet 
away, subscribe to an in-house FBI 
newsletter, order and install the latest 
electronic surveillance gear and 
many more tricks to trace, track, sur- 
veil and investigate anyone or any¬ 
thing. 8 1/2x11, softcover, photos, 
illus., 448 pp, $44.95 


THE PHONE BOOK 
The Latest High-Tech Techniques 
and Equipment for Preventing 
Electronic Eavesdropping, 
Recording Phone Calls, 
Ending Harassing Calls, 
and Stopping Toll Fraud 
by M.L Shannon 

To navigate the dangerous world of 
high-tech eavesdropping you need to 
get the scoop on cellular and mobile 
phones, faxes, E-mail, scanners, pri¬ 
vacy laws and more. 81/2x11, soft- 
cover, photos, illus., 280 pp. $40.00 


DO-IT-YOURSELF MEDICINE 
How to find and Use the Most 
Effective Antibiotics, Painkillers, 
Anesthetics, and Other Miracfe 
Drugs ... Without Costly Doctors’ 
Prescriptions or Hospitals 
by Ragnar Benson 
Ragnar gives you precise instructions 
for securing and using the very latest 
drugs and supplies from animal 
health centers, foreign pharmacies, 
mail order suppliers, military dis¬ 
pensaries and cither unusual sources. 
51/2x81/2, softcover, photos, illus., 

128 pp. $20.00 


THE TACTICAL 1911 
Tha Street Cop’s and SWAT 
Operator’s Guide to Employment 
and Maintenance 
by Dave Lauck 

The renaissance of the venerable Colt 
1911 in .45 ACP has made many cops 
sit up and take notice. Here Is the only 
book you’ll ever need to teach you how 
to select, modify, employ and maintain 
your Coll Indudes detailed info on every 
critical aspect of the 1911: sights, mag¬ 
azines, hoistere, guide rods, senators, 
finishes and more. 81/2x11, scftocv- 
er, photos, illiis., 152 pp. $20.00 


THE REVENGE 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 

This is the mother of all revenge 
books! You'd have to buy more than 
25 books to get all lie wit and wisdom 
contained in this compilation from the 
best of Paladin’s revenge books. Don’t 
be fooled by cheap imitators that claim 
to know how to get even. Paladin is 
still your revenge source when you 
need to even the score with nosy 
neighbors, bungling bureaucrats, 
snarly clerks or other pests. For enter¬ 
tainment purposes only, 8 1/2 x 11, 
softcover, 120 pp, $15.00 
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The Safe House: 

Setting Up and Running Your Own Sanctuary. 

Wealth-Building Secrets as 

Practiced by the World’s Richest People. 

SWATCOM: Tactical Communications 

. .$12.00 
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Fugitive: How to Run, Hide, and Survive. 

. .$12.00 




Hidden in Plain Sight: A Practical Guide to 

Concealed Handgun Carry, Revised 2nd Edition .. 
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Fasten your seat belt for a ride on the wild side of the First 
Amendment: The Partisan is here. 

We recently had the privilege of reading an advance copy of 
the premier edition of The Partisan, and are pleased to report 
that not since Thos. Paine have we seen a rabble-rouser with 
the editorial rifle sights — or cajones— of Bob Glass, publish¬ 
er and managing editor of The Partisan. If there were a flag for 
The Partisan, it would be a snake and the dictum “Don’t Even 
Think About Treading On Me!” 

In each quarterly issue will be found articles on putting the 
Second Amendment to work for you, on preparing for worst- 
case scenarios that may be on the political horizon, exposes of 
government malfeasance that merit attention and action, and 
many pointed stories on how individual liberties are being 
trampled and how to do something about it. Lots of how-to. 

Recommended. It’s Ayn Rand with an AK. We expect The 
Partisan to do well. It could probably make it on subscrip¬ 
tions from interested government agencies alone, but you’ll 
be glad you sent in your own subscription at only $19.95, to 
The Partisan, Box 1085, Longmont., CO 80502; phone 303- 
651-0070; web site: www.partisan.com; and e-mail to 
uzi1@frii.com. 


DoD Study Clears DU As GWS Cause 

At the conclusion of an extensive study, the Department of 
Defense has concluded that although armor-piercing rounds and 
reinforced tank armor containing depleted uranium are a significant 
health hazard, there is no evidence that their use in the Gulf War 
played a role in causing Gulf War Syndrome. The DoD and 
Department of Veterans Affairs have, however, instituted a follow¬ 
up program to medically evaluate some 300 GIs who may have 
been exposed to DU in that conflict. 


New NICS Reg In Effect This November 

According to American Firearms Industry magazine, who 
received clarification from the FBI, manufacturers or gunsmiths 
returning a firearm after repairs do not have to do a NICS. Nor do 
shooting ranges who loan a firearm to a shooter who does not 
take it from the immediate area. Pawn shops, however, are 
required to do a NICS when returning a firearm redeemed from 
out of pawn. 


NRA Fact Flacks 

One of the reasons magazines have editorial “staffs” is that it 
usually helps to have more than one pair of hands work on a story 
to ensure the facts are straight and logically presented. This tech¬ 
nique can help with letters to the editor, too. Sometimes, respond¬ 
ing coolly and logically and making the right points — even when 
the facts are on your side — can be a challenge when some HCI 
or Administration boffin has gotten an editorial or “news” story 
published that is athwart the facts. 

Good news: The NRA will work with you to create an effec¬ 
tive, well-thought-out response, to explain the facts about our 
rights to keep and bear arms and of self-defense, and then provide 
you with a draft letter to send to the editor of the paper or mag¬ 
azine. The service is free: all you have to do is send the article 
to NRA Public Affairs, 11250 Waples Mill Rd., Fairfax, VA 
22030-9400; fax: 703-299-9478. Be sure to include your own 
name, address, phone and fax, and the name of the publication 
in which the article appeared. 


FBI On APG: "Case Closed" 

The FBI’s foreign counterintelligence unit for the Baltimore 
region has announced closure of an investigation into allegations 
of illicit transfer of sensitive and/or classified computer data, by 
scientists at the Army Research Laboratory (ARL) at Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds, to Iraq and the People’s Republic of China. 

“With regard to any allegations of intelligence information 
leaks (at Aberdeen), our investigation shows no loss of any classi¬ 
fied data or any national defense information,” said Special Agent 
Pete Gulotta. “With regard to allegations of wrongful intelligence 
transfers, there was nothing founded. The case has been closed.” 

Gulotta emphasized that if anyone came forward with any new 
leads into the allegation, the investigation might be reopened. 

The FBI’s investigation was based on allegations by a former 
Army lab computer specialist who alleged that missile trajectory 
calculations run on ARL’s Cray II computer were passed on to 
Iraq through Dr. Gerald Bull (see “The Mother of All Cover-Ups” 
and “Spies, Lies and Computer Tapes” December ’97 and 
February ’98, respectively). It was also alleged, among other 
things, that a computerized nuclear blast performance code was 
leaked to the PRC. 

— James L. Pate 


Feds To Pay Goatherd's Family 

The U.S. Government has agreed to pay some $1.9 million to 
the family of a Redford, Texas, teenager killed by a Marine on 
drug interdiction duty along the Texas-Mexico border last year. 

Bill Weinacht, attorney for the family of 18-year-old Esequel 
Hernandez, Jr., announced the settlement with the Justice 
Department and Navy, which, in the form of an annuity, will 
amount to some $1.9 million over several years. Justice 
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Breakthrough Radio Needs 

|U|^% D nf#AN|Ae Needs No Batteries - 

MO Dalienes Makes Its’ Own Power 

Here is the radio every informed citizen MUST HAVE. A revolutionary hand crank 
generator powers the radio for 30 minutes from only 20 seconds of winding! 

Needs no batteries, you are guaranteed Shortwave, AM and FM reception no 
matter what! This radio does not require electricity or batteries but instead runs all 
functions on one 20 second winding. Award winning design has easy flip out 
crank, rugged ABS plastic case, large high quality speaker, antennas for both 
shortwave and AM/FM reception, easy to view frequency tuner, optional jacks and 
much more. Weight 6 3/4 lbs. size 16"L x 12”H x 8"D, warranty. This radio has won 
praise, endorsements, and awards from all over the world, and has proved itself 
worthy in some of the remotest points on the planet. You can count on this radio. 

And, if all this were not reason enough, this radio is good looking too; so enjoy it in 
your home-but make no mistake, your radio is built for the most rugged or remote 
circumstances and emergencies. Order #BAY, $109.95 and $5.00 shipping. 

We also offer five radios for $500.00 and $20.00 shipping. See bottom of page to order. 


Am/Fm And Shortwave 
Reception 



Optional 


Accessories: A C adapter. 

Plug in for long hours of listening. Order #ADAPT,$ 12.00 
Portable shortwave antenna. 

Boost reception of far away stations. Order #COIL, $21.50 


3 in 1 unit 


Telephone - Counter Surveillance Systems 


PHOHE'TAP PETECTM | 

LlLJ 


Our top of the line unit. Decisive counter 
surveillance package includes protection from 
telephone transmitters & telephone taps; has 
monitor and alert status LEDs. Unit detects body 
wires & transmitters, then disrupts their 
transmission with a built-in "white noise" masker. 
DETECTS: body wires with AM, FM & UHF 
transmitters, (1-2,000 MHz) Radio Frequency Taps, 
Series and Parallel Taps, Line Impedance Taps, 
Extension Phone Listeners, Pole Transfers, and 
Infinity Bugs. Disrupts: Body Wires, Transmitters and 
Distance Microphones Dimensions: 8" X 4" X 1-1/2" 
ORDER AI-5500 $350.00 3 or more $325.00 each. 


Performs an 
"electronic strip search" 

Video,Tape Recorder, and Transmitter Detector. 

Palm sized, unit, will detect if an associate is wearing 
a body wire or transmitter, tape recorder, or using 
one of the many covert VIDEO devices used today. 

Picks up concealed video cameras AND concealed 
tape recorders. Perform an "electronic strip search" 

with your welcoming handshake or a pat on the back. Detects the faintest RF signals 
(1 to 1200 Mhz) and the EMF signals from tape or video recorders. Silent vibrations alert you to 
detection, LED's simultaneously distinguish the type of surveillance detected. With this device 
you can finally feel protected from any attempted invasion of your privacy. Requires 9 volt 
battery. Unit fits in shirt pocket, antenna runs down the sleeve and clips above your wrist 
under a coat or sport jacket. ORDER #TRVD-900 $375.00 3 or more $350.00 each. 

Phone Tap Detector. Detects all types of telephone invasions! 
High tech unit will alert you to the presence of virtually all 
telephone snoops. Detects: radio frequency taps, series and 
parallel taps, line impedance taps, extension phone listeners 
and tapers. Dimensions:4 M X T X 1 1/2 
ORDER #AI-6600 $130.00 3 or more $120.00 each. 



Covert Video Surveillance Systems • Wired & Wireless • Color & B&W 


Color Wireless 
Surveillance 
__ System 


•• COLOR •• Concealed Video Cameras, Hard Wired 
Color CCD with auto iris lens. Built-in back light compensation. ID 



I Bm , 

- -■ 


Boombox with concealed camera. 
Transmits a super sharp image to a 
monitor and/or VCR in another room, a car, 
van, etc. Place boombox in the desired 
location and connect the wireless receiver 
to your monitor and/or VCR for real time 
or later viewing. FCC approved 2.4 GHz 
transmitter four channel receiver. Color 
CCD with auto iris lens. Built-in back light 
compensation. Wide angle lens. 380 (H) 
TVL resolutions Lux. Virtually undetect¬ 
able camera lens. Up to 300’ transmission 
range. Boombox radio works, due to the 
camera placement cassette player is 
inoperative. ORDER #WSS-300 $655.00 
3 or more $610.00 each. 


I VI' d 

Wide angle lens. 380 (H) TVL resolution 2 Lux. Undetectable pinhole V z i\ \ J K- 

lens. Video out cable is concealed. Hard wires to monitor and/or wC-98 

VCR for real time or record to tape for later viewing. CL-985 ^ , 

5D-985 Smoke detector. $300.00 3 or more $280.00 each. 

EX-985 Exit sign. $325.00 3 or more $300.00 each. 

EL-985 Emergency light. $345.00 3 or more $320.00 each. - 

VL-985 Black & gold touch lamp. $375.00 3 or more $350.00 each. I MC-985 1 ^ I 

CL-985 Carriage clock. $325.00 3 or more $300.00 each. VL-985 Jj I ^ ^ I 

MC-985 Desk clock. $325.00 3 or more $300.00 each. I I 

WC-985 Wall clock. $325.00 3 or more $300.00 each. 

WIRELESS 2.4 GHZ signal sent 300 feet to receiver. Crisp Hi-Res. B/W or Color 



Wireless Smoke Detector 
Operates on battery pack. f 
Order #JCT-300 B/W $500.00 f 
Order #JCT-400 Color $600.00 ET 

•• SONY •• 

Video Recording Devices 
SVT-124*24Hourson aT-120tape. 

Real Time Recorder. $699.00 
SVT-3050 • 168 Hours on a T-120 tape. 
(7 Day) Time Lapse Recorder. $975.00 


V Wireless Wall Clock 
I Operates on AC power J ;() 

> M Order #JCT-700 B/W $500.00 yV, J m 

1 Order #JCT-800 Color $600.00 

Wireless Desk Clock (notshown) Operates on AC power. 
#JCT-750 B/W $500.00 • #JCT-850 Color $600.00 

Warranty: counter surveillance 6 months, video 90 days. All units 
are certified to be in proper working order prior to shipping. 
Return policy 15 days, non-defective units are subject to a 15% 
re-stocking fee; a defective unit will be replaced at no cost. 


As above but has B/W camera built into a 
working Clock Radio. Order #WSS-100 
$600.00 3 or more $560.00 


To order by mail: Send check / money 
| order or credit card information to: 

I DutchGuard Dept, sof 
. P.O. Box 411687 
1 Kansas City, MO 64141 


Add $5.00 shipping per order. 

Please send: 

Item Quan Unit cost 


Credit Card Orders 

1-800-821-5157 I 
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Department spokesman Chris Watney said the settlement did not 
indicate an admission of fault on the part of the military. 

Of course not. 

In a related development, a Presidio County, Texas, grand jury 
declined to indict the U.S. Marine who shot and killed 
Hernandez. It was the third grand jury to look into the shooting 
death at the hands of Marine Corporal Clemente Banuelos. 


Justice For [Almostl All ... 

Is the name of the U.S. Department of Justice newsletter for 
DoJ employees. The lead item in the August issue was a boxed 
message from Janet Reno: “Taxes” wrote Oliver Wendell 
Holmes , Jr., “are what we pay for a civilized society ” I recall 
Justice Holmes' words after receiving a recent report from the 
Internal Revenue Service. It indicated that nearly 5% of Justice 
Department employees are delinquent in paying their Federal 
taxes, and collectively owe the government almost $16 million. 
This is very troubling news. 


Bright Idea 

According to a report in Jane’s Defence Weekly, an interna¬ 
tional agreement has come into force that effectively outlaws the 
use and transfer of laser weapon systems specifically designed to 
cause permanent blindness. According to Comelio Sommaruga, 
president of the International Committee of the Red Cross, this is 
the first time a weapon has been banned before its use on the bat¬ 
tlefield. 

The United States and United Kingdom are expected to join 
the 27 countries who have ratified the new protocol, which is a 
modification of the U.N. Convention on Conventional Weapons 
which came into effect in 1983, and included Protocol IV which 
banned antipersonnel-blinding laser weapons. 



Good news from Missouri! John Ross, bestselling author of 
the critically acclaimed novel of the gun culture, Unintended 
Consequences, is aiming for a second career. On 5 August, 
Ross won the Democratic nomination for the U.S. Congress in 
Missouri’s Second District. In the midterm elections on 3 
November, he faces incumbent Jim Talent. Talent, as you recall, 
cast the deciding vote for the 1994 crime bill, voted for HR 666 
(the proposal to allow illegally obtained evidence to be intro¬ 
duced in criminal trials), and favors expansion of forfeiture laws, 
if you’re in Missouri’s Second District, vote for John — and in 
any case send his campaign a contribution at: 

Ross for Congress 
c/o T. J. Mullin, Treasurer 
7912 Bonhomme, 3rd Floor 
St. Louis, MO 63105 



Knives 


U.S.M.C. 


Fighting/ 
Utility Knives 


An American Uigimif- the knife 
Marines depended nn during WWII 

Dual handle ea nstrut ted of 
compacted leather disks 

High carbon steel (1095) blade, 
black epoxy powder coaled, buff polished, 
razor sharp etfije, HRG 5G-5B 

Cowhide sheath with U.S.M.C. 

"f agle and Globe"' crest included 

Blade teufllh Tl uverad 11 7/8" 

KYDiX SHEATH FOR U.S.M.C. 
Fighting/Utility knife #1216 

All weather performance, impact 
corrosion and abrasion resistant 

Ambidestrnus - right or left handed 
wide belt loop with situ locks 


for 


s 


M 


C 


U 




Fightmg/Utility 

Knives 


#1 KIT 
U.S.M.C 


Straight Edge 

ilrtAm Efeaih fc&fedt 
Pi 213 

Serrated Edge 

PPM*. 

Kydex Sheath 
{said saparataty) 


KA-OAR Knives, An Alcas Company 
1125 E. siale St., oiti-an, NY 14760 
Ph; 1-800-283 0130 ■ Fx: 716-373-6245 
WflbKilc: www.k.n-hAKciHn 
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These CD’s can be read by every version of Windows. Mac and Unix versions are also included. All of these manuals 
have been formatted into .pdf files, so they can be viewed by the Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is included on these CD’s. 
These programs can be run directly from the CD; there is no need to download the manuals to your hard disk to view 
them. They can be sent to your printer, or copied to your computer for use in word processing, etc. 


FM-200 (2CD Set) $19.95 * 

2 CD set of 200 US Army field manuals for Air Traffic, Ammunition, Armor, Aviation, Engineering, Light Cavalry, 
Medical, NBC, Operations, Plumbing and Pipefitting, Rigging Techniques, Security; Survival, Terrain Analysis, 
Topographic Operations, Weapons and more. 

FM-50G $14.95* 

Includes weapons field manuals, plus operational manuals for such weapons’as SKS, MlGarand, MK19, AK-47, Sten, 
Lee Enfield, Ml 6, M14, MAC, M60. FN-FAL, P38, Model 1917 .30 Cal US Rifle, M24 Sniper Rifle, 90 mm Recoilless 
Rifle, M9 Pistol, .45 Cal Pistol and more. A total of 50 manuals. 


MEDICS $14.95* 

Includes FM8-230 Medical Specialist, FM8-36 Aidmans Medical Guide, and ST31_9'1B; the Special Forces Medical 
Handbook, FM21-11 First Aid for Soldiers, Combat Stress, NBC. Protection, plus 23 other health and medical 
related manuals. 



SPEC OPS $14.95 * 

Includes the Special Forces Guerrilla Warfare manuals, SP Ops. Recon Tactics, Sniper, Scout, and 

Pathfinder manuals; Degert Ops, Jungle Ops, River Crossing, 
Northern Ops, FM21-75 Combat Skills, FM21-76 Survival, 
^ and the Ranger Handbook. A total of 33 manuals jA 

_ . \ on all aspectsj of Special Operations. 

\. Call toll free to order 


Please visit our web page 

Trttp://www.military-jiie<li; 

We have projects in progi 
annoi 
advei 


:SS thala re 
beforeihey 
Please check our website o 


You may also order bv mail: 

Military Media 
7454 Lancaster Pike 
Suite 321 

Hockesssin, DE 19707 


* pieqse add $5.00 shipping and handling to total order. 

MasterCard and Visa welcome, e-mail: questions@military-media.com 
Inquiries: 1 -610-268-5077 Orders: 1 -800-321 -2974 

h.V'f . - 


































THE 

WORLD 

OF 

COMBAT 

SNIPING 

VUSM.U* 

Itrwpmi, (kd 


Cun Digest 


'fiiteractive 


WKll’KlAlli 


C^meStory 
and Photographs 


DIRTY 

LITTLE 

SECRETS 

WORL© 

WARII 


©Itt SM¬ 
OKE KILL 


BUM!. 


A Prisoner's 
Duty 

Gwat Eiopes in 
Miliarr History 


MAJINGTHE 


4762+ $20.95 3053 $34.95 1305 $12.95x 4127 $11.95x 0372+ $21.95 3806 $34.95 


TURNING POINT 
IN VIETNAM 


FRE POSER 
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0562 $22.95 


1 


Be careful when you enter the sniper’s 
world in Stalk and Kill, by Adrian Gilbert. 
It’s filled with skilled hunters and tar¬ 
gets...that can return your fire. The book 
is yours FREE when you become a 
member of The Military Book Club. And 
it’s your opportunity to experience every 
aspect of military life, equipment, and 
tradition. 


GET THIS 


PLUS 

FOR 


FREE; 


with 
membership 


7 REASONS TO JOIN NOW^. Joining is easy. Just choose 3 

books for 980. Your bill (including shipping and handling) will come when membership 
is confirmed. We’ll also send you Stalk and Kill. 2. Your satisfactipn is guaranteed. If 
you’re not happy with your 4 books, return them within 10 days at our expense. Your 
membership will be canceled; you’ll owe nothing. 3. Save up to 40% off publishers’ 
hardcover edition prices. Just pick at least 4 more books at our regular low Club 
prices during your membership. Take up to 2 years! Then you may resign any time. 4. 
Extra bonus! Take a 5th book now for $4.99, plus shipping and handling, and reduce 
your membership agreement to only 3 books. 5. A FREE Club Magazine comes to you 
up to 17 times a year. Each reviews the Featured Book Selections plus dozens of alter¬ 
nate books. Some are exclusive Club editions you won't find anywhere else. Every book 
we offer is a high-quality, full-text edition, sometimes altered in size to frt special 
presses. Look for up to 2 special issues a year with super selections and more dis¬ 
counts. 6. Ordering is risk-free. Featured Book Selections are sent to you automatical¬ 
ly. To cancel—or order other books—simply mail in your Member Reply Form or con¬ 
tact our Web site by the marked date. Shipping and handling (plus sales tax, where 
applicable) is added to each order. You’ll always have 10 days to decide. If your 
Member Reply Form is late and unwanted books arrive, please return them at our 
expense. 7. Easy Ordering. As a member, you can also order books via our Web site 
(www.MilitaryBookClub.com). 

flCounts as 2 choices x Special edition exclusively for Club members + Softcover ++ Fiction 


Prices shown are for publishers’ hardcover editions. 
Club hardcover editions save you up to 40%. 
Prices shown were current at press time. 



MAIL TO: The Military Book Club 
6550 East 30th Street 
P.0. Box 6357 

Indianapolis, IN 46206-6357 


www.MilitaryBookClub.com 

YES! Please enroll me in The Military Book Club according to 
the risk-free membership plan described in this ad. Send me Sialk 
and Kill plus the 3 BOOKS I’ve indicated. Bill me just 98c, plus ship¬ 
ping and handling. 


SAVE EVEN MORE! Send me this book now 

(write book number) 

and reduce my commitment to 3 books. Bill me 
an added S4.99, plus shipping and handling. 

(Books that count as 2 choices are not eligible.) 



□ 


PS095 


03 


MrVMrs. 

Miss/Ms.. 

Ad dress- 

City_ 


(ptoweprtnt) 


.State. 


Telephone, please I 




Please write book^ 
numbers here: If you 
already own the FREE 
book offered, you may 
choose a different one. 
Simply cross out the 
book #0778 and write 
in the number of the 
book you prefer. 


FREE BOOK #0778 

z 

z 

z 

z 

□ 

z 

z 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


05 


-Apt.- 

_ZIP_ 


0585 ^Members accepted In U.S.A. only. Sales tax added where applicable. We reserve the right to reject any application.SO F 11/98j 



























Fisherman Claims Salvage 

A Cornish fisherman who caught a U.K. Royal Navy “PAP” 
remote-controlled mine-disposal system has it stashed at a secret 
location until the Royal Navy agrees on a substantial salvage fee. 
The mini-sub was lost last spring while searching for a sunken fish¬ 
ing boat. 


Bad Boyz In Uniform 

Philippines: More than 2,400 soldiers and policemen have been 
implicated in crimes such as kidnapping, drug trafficking and 


weapons smuggling during the last three years. According to Janes 
Defence Weekly , only 600 of these suspects have been removed 
form active service. 

United Kingdom: Faced with a shortfall of some 15,000 
recruits, in a controversial move the U.K. has lowered standard for 
recruits, allowing individuals with criminal convictions — less than 
three — to be considered for enlistment. 

Russia: Media sources report mentally ill and HIV-infected 
have been drafted into military service. Chief military prosecutor 
for Moscow, General Mikhail Kisiltsyn, said that in the past two 
years 128 soldiers had been found to be HIV-positive, and that 111 
of these entered the service in that condition. 


Web Sites 

For a one-stop online resource for product 
into and tips, try www.colt.com 

To get together with fellow vets from 
Thailand-Laos-Cambodia (T-L-C), try http:// 
www.seacoast.com~ 


World-Wide Shooting Business ... 

... Is the name of a new U.K. publication 
that hopes to unite people with gun interests 
world-wide. Since gun owners’ interests are 
under attack world-wide, that might be a 
good idea. World-Wide Shooting Business is 
published by Adventure Publishing, Ltd., 
The Old School House, Alwalton, 
Peterborough PE7 3UU, United Kingdom; 
phone: 011-44-0-1733-391600; fax: 011-44- 
0-1733-391800; e-mail: adventure_publish- 
ing@dial.pipex.com ^ 



FIVE STAR FITNESS -- AUTHENTIC MILITARY PT 


Ace the NAVY SEAL PET! 

Achieve a 100% success rate with the revolutionary 
12 Weeks to BUD/S Workout. Guaranteed! 




Whether you want to be a 
NAVY SEAL or just be as 
tough as one.,.you need 
this book and video. 
Covers strength, 
endurance, swimming, 
running, upper and lower 
body PT, abs, motivation, 
workout schedules... the 
works. You'll be one 
strong, hard, and ripped 
frogman in no time. This 
is the exact program that 
has helped many men 
attain optimal fitness 
and make it to BUD/S. 

It really works! 

Call Now! 


ALSO AVAILABLE 



BATES 


If you want to train like a SEAL... 
you need this boot! It’s the exact 
one used by Navy SEALs in BUD/S 
training! Lightweight, sturdy, 
comfortable. Great for work, 
weekends, paintball, too! Whole 
and half sizes, 7-12,13,14,15. 
Med & Wide. Send Just $99 plus 
$8.95 shipping. Order 2 pairs for 
just $89 each. 



www.getfitnow.com 
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Historic World Premier from the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund 

The Official Vietnam |/eterans Collector Knife 


MR/MRS/MISS 

ALL ORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE. 


PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY. 

ADDRESS 

APT.# 

CITY 

STATF 

7IP _ 

TELEPHONE #( 

) 


20052-29-001 

Sculpture © F.E. HART and V.V.M.F. 1984. 

THE FRANKLIN MINT 


A m if Icfl madDl 
set into Me rEweiSR 
uF the ligntflp. 
bears ihe emblem 
of Franklin Mint 
CaDcclor Knlvas. 


Shown approximately 
actual size of 7 3 /4 u (19.69 cm). 


Limited Edition. 

Crafted to the highest standards, 
with a minted medallion depicting the 
compelling Vietnam Veterans Memorial Sculpture 


A Limited Edition Collector Knife. 

Please mall by November30,1998. 


Franklin Mint Collector Knives 
Franklin Center, PA 19091-0001 

Please enter my order for The Official 
Vietnam Veterans Collector Knife . 

I need send NO money now. I will be billed 
$37.50* when my knife is ready to be sent. 

Limit: one knife per collector. 

* Plus my state sales tax and 
$3.95 for shipping and handling. 


Franklin Mint Collector Knives. 
Perfecting A Collecting Tradition. 


/ To all those Americans who made the ultimate sacrifice in 

S Vietnam, and to those who returned home without the 

| 'm]M nwflkl heroes’welcome they so justly deserved, a stirring tribute 
1 ffMml — the f' rst ‘ ever collector knife issued by the Vietnam 
V JjO&a/ Veterans Memorial Fund. 

V V THE OFFICIAL VIETNAM VETERANS COLLECTOR KNIFE. 

With an original, full-color illustration by military artist 
Jim Dietz, featuring a squadron of “Huey” choppers bringing in reinforce¬ 
ments to the battlefield. The bolsters are precision cast and richly accented 
in sterling silver. Mounted to one bolster, a representation of the Vietnam 
Service Ribbon; to the other, a medallion depicting Frederick Hart’s com¬ 
pelling Vietnam Veterans Memorial Sculpture, minted in solid bronze. With 
blade of stainless steel, and grips that match the look and feel of real rubber. 

The entire edition is forever . - 1 . 

limited to just 45 casting days. - — 1 

Complete with its own padded fl 
and zippered case. Just $37.50. I 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 

If you wish to return any Franklin 
Mint purchase, you may do so 
within 30 days of your receipt of 
that purchase for replacement, 

credit or refund. I ___ 



















Tailwind Reading 
Disorder? 

CNN’s Fonda Gas 
interpretation of “Oper¬ 
ation Tailwind” may be 
the result of a reading 
disorder. Producer April 
Oliver claims the genesis 
for this story came from John Plaster’s 
SOG: The Wars of America's Commandos 
in Vietnam (ISBN 0-684-81105-7, Simon 
& Schuster, 1997). The deeds described 
therein were so heroic and so far outside 
her Vietnam paradigm, that she immedi¬ 
ately thought there must be some evildo¬ 
ing that was being covered up. Since SOG 
was a “black operation,” albeit becoming 
well unveiled over the last three decades, 
Oliver was unwilling to trust any docu¬ 
mentary evidence, all of which confirmed 



Plaster’s version of Tailwind. 

Instead, she relied on the “experience” 
of “Baghdad Pete” Arnett, who got a 
Pulitzer Prize in 1966 for being unable to 
distinguish between prohibited lethal gases 
and tear gas. Using another Arnett tactic 
perfected while reporting on Vietnam for 
AP — making up quotations — the dynam¬ 
ic duo did what was “necessary to destroy 
the truth, in order to save the TV show.” 

If they had had any interest in facts, 
they might have consulted Steve 
Sherman’s Who's Who From MACV SOG 
(ISBN 0-962-40009-8, RADIX Press, 
1996) an unclassified listing of some 6,700 
people assigned to SOG. It’s not nearly as 
readable as Plaster’s book, but it has the 
ammunition to shoot down many 
wannabees wherever they lurk. It’s expen¬ 
sive ($75) and in short supply, but call 713- 
683-9076 to order. CNN didn’t get it and 


that’s why CNN remains 99% Fact Free. 

Name Withheld 
Houston, Texas 



1 Du-Uhh 

Re your September 
issue’s piece on Arnett 
and Arnold’s CNN story 
ri) on Sarin gas in Laos: I 
have had a chance to hear 
Arnett and Arnold re¬ 
spond at some length to 
fellow journalist’s questions re the story, 
and it sounds plausible to me I 2 ) even if they 
haven’t got it totally straight yet. 

In the first place, the op was a “black” 
op. Its point was to go in and take out most 
everybody as quietly as possible. U) And 
what better medium for that than GB, or 









The most copied 9 mm pistol 
in the last 20 yUM’S 


STATE OF THE ART CHIC MANUFACTURE 


• MIL-SPEC OUAJLITV 

• HAMMER-FOROER MATCH OUALITY BARRELS 

• LECEWILVICT ACCURACY 

• LEGENDARY I»EPEADj\MILIT¥ 

• BLOCKED FIRINR PIN SAFETY 

• PERFORMANCE OF "ACCUREBEO" CUSTOM PISIOLS 

. >,... : • ' ■v.-W ’ ' . 


Sf? *>ci ffti t/~Oft. g 


uurroi fctrwgrtir -v. /^ in 

9 .*!£'•. • '>■ 

SPECIAL PROMOTION FOR LIMITED TIME AND QUANTITY 
OF CZ 75 B 9 MM PISTOL MADE FOR TURKISH MINISTRY OF INTERIOR, 
WITH 10 RD MAGAZINE AND 15 RD MAGAZINE, CZ EMBROIDERED PATCH, 

$ 25.00 OFF COUPON ON CZ 75 KADET ADAPTER CAL. 22 LR CONVERSION KIT 


S&fezty **/i»*rt*»n fs . mnrtuat >ia/efy 

firing gin nn forty 

mtng tin ttio tin mm or 


LIMITED QUANTITY AT NEVER TO BE REPEATED PRICES 

See your local dealer or call CZ-USA for information 


Cfc-USA P.O.Box 171073, Kansas City, Kansas 66117-0073 

Phone So. : (913) 321 1811, Fax So. s (913) 321 2251, E-mail : czusa@gvi.net 
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something like it, properly applied? ( 4 ) It’s 
simple logistics, if nothing else. F-105s, and 
so forth, are real noisy and real visible. < 5 ) 
Moreover, it’s my bet that the “brass” would 
see another advantage to Sarin as well: It 
maintains distance between assassin and 
victim. If there were enough defectors to 
be considered a serious threat, then chances 
are they had some reasons for being defec¬ 
tors. Reasons that the brass would prefer 
that the “grunts,” even the “elite” ones, not 
be allowed to hear. C) Ironically, you see, 
killing somebody one on one is an intimate 
thing. And the Sarin would block that. 

Cordially, 

Charles R. Hockett 

Los Angeles, California 

Your letter has more false premises and 
projects more erroneous conclusions from 
them than an Oliver Stone movie, so we 
took the liberty of inserting footnotes so we 
can respond. (1): Don't mean to quibble , 
but it wasn’t a news story: It was an unex- 
cusable fabrication. 

(2) : If any rationale they could have 
ojfered in defense of that slander seemed 
plausible, then the press was too ignorant to 
ask the right questions. 

(3) : The “point” [mission] was not to go 
in and take out anybody as quietly as possi¬ 
ble, it was to create as much havoc as pos¬ 
sible with a small force in a limited time, to 
cause the enemy to divert resources then 


directed at hard-pressed friendly forces. 

(4) : What better? What have you been 
smoking? The absolute last choice for use 
among a homogeneous mix of unprotected 
friendly and hostile forces duking it out with 
small arms is Sarin—or any other — lethal 
gas. Even the gas masks that (some of) the 
SOG troops had would not have protected 
them against Sarin, and to use it would have 
been to kill everybody in the area: It would 
be like using hand grenades in a wrestling 
match. To drop tear gas, however, during 
the final extraction to hassle enemy heavy 
machine gunners who were shooting the 
hell out of rescue choppers makes good tac¬ 
tical sense: Optically sighted ordnance is a 
whole lot less effective when the gunner's 
eyes are full of tears. 

(5) : Hell yes , planes are very visible, 
and we dropped some half-million pounds 
of airborne ordnance from planes on this 
operation. Maybe you are confusing 
“secret” with stealth. The operation was 
“secret” because neither the NVA nor the 
Americans wanted to admit they were 
operating in Laos — but in no way was it 
intended to be quiet. We wanted the NVA 
to know we were there, to think that there 
were a lot more of us, so they'd divert lots 
of troops from the hard-pressed CIA 
forces . SOG forces just didn't want the 
NVA to know where they were as they 
were dramatically outnumbered: They 
had come to raise hell and make a lot of 
noise, not to launch a suicide infantry 


assault on overwhelming forces. 

(6) You're right in that if you are using 
lethal gas you don't want to be anywhere 
near — but in the Tailwind scenario, it was 
close infantry engagementt — a piss-poor 
place to use gas. 

(7) : In the whole of the Vietnam War, 
there weren't enough defectors to be a 
threat in a bar fight, except for what intelli¬ 
gence value they might have to the enemy. 
Defectors and deserters were always worth 
policing up, and there were back-burner 
programs to that effect. But the premise we 
would launch an operation the size of 
Tailwind to capture deserters in the middle 
of a war is just ignorant. Anyone who defects 
obviously has a reason — cowardice first, 
then, possibly, strong philosophical reasons 
— but there obviously wasn't much reason to 
defect, or there would have been a signifi¬ 
cant number of American defections, which 
there never were. You gotta do some 
research before you listen to the fantazoids 
and their stupid theories based on inexcus¬ 
able ignorance. The information is therefor 
anyone interested in doing professional 
research. See “Heroes TIME Forgot” in 
this is sue, for a brief recap of what Tailwind 
was really about. 


Kudos And Carbines 

Highest commendations to all for expos¬ 
ing the truth re the Tailwind “report.” 
Second, the story on Keith Robinson in the 
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September issue is inspirational, thank you 
for reminding some of that true patriotism 
manifests itself in ways we might not expect! 

Last, I saw the photo of the FR-8 “7.62 
NATO Denies Cover” in the same issue. 
Don’t know why I didn't think of this before, 
but can you lead me toward a source of refer¬ 
ence concerning this Mauser? I can't find any 


information on it; what is the history, etc.? 

R.P. Faust 
via e-mail 

Glad you liked the story on Keith 
Robinson. Men with principles and cajones 
are inspiring, aren't they, especially today? 


Regarding the Spanish FR-8, stocks of 
Spanish Ml893 and M1916 Mauser short 
rifles were converted to 7.62mm NATO 
chamber profile and given stock hardware 
similar to the CETME rifle, for issue to 
reserve forces and for training. The poten¬ 
tial problem is that the Ml893 action is 
nowhere near as robust as the Ml 898 
Mauser pattern. This is not a problem for 
Spanish 7.62mm NATO chamber-profile 
weapons, as they download this round for 
use in the CETME rifle, as the Japanese 
did for their Type 64 rifle. However, run¬ 
ning hot G1 surplus 7.62mm NATO rounds 
through the weaker M1893-converted 
rifles is not a good idea. 


Compassion, Consideration, 
Common Sense 

It saddens me to see our great country 
destroyed from within. We are returning to 
the way we were governed 250 years ago. 
We though we had rid ourselves of those 
tyrants, and maybe we did, but we didn’t 
rid ourselves of that way of thinking. I, for 
one, am ashamed. 

As long as we humans walk the earth, 
there will be irresponsible idiots. And as 
long as there are idiots, there will be the 
need for firearms for defense. 

Responsibility comes from Mom and 
Dad, Church, the military, and plain old 
common sense — not from government. 
Laws cannot replace compassion, consid- 
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eration, and common sense, which is 
uncommon. 

Clayton Hufford 
Rogers, Arkansas 

Clayton, my friend , I think we sent the 
wrong Arkansan to the White House. 


State Farm vs. Gunsmiths 

Just passing the word around to interested 
parties about State Farm’s advising me of the 
cancellation of my homeowner’s policy due 
to the gunsmith business on the premises. 
For the record, I requested additional cover¬ 
age from them in 1991 when I started my 
business and was advised by my agent there 
was nothing available along those lines. My 
last claim of any sort was in 1984 for a home 
burglary, so there is little cause for cancella¬ 
tion other than an apparent gun phobia. I am 
not aware of any statistical evidence of any 
excessive liability or claims due to gun- 
smithing. I operate out of a detached shop 
that is not even covered under the policy. 
I’ll be glad to fax a copy of the cancellation 
notice and am available to provide further 
details if needed. It really PO’s me consid¬ 
ering my past premium payments and mul¬ 
tiple policies, which will be canceled, by 
me, as soon as I obtain coverage from 
another company. Any recommendations? 

Rick VanHouten 


rvanhou@worldnet.att.net 

Call Kirk Van Orsdel Company; 1-800- 
247-7989 . They have handled NRA insur¬ 
ance programs and affairs for decades, 
and may have something that will fit your 
situation. 


China Marine 

I am a former “China Marine” with four 
years in the Corps. I can understand and 
identify with the man Keith Robinson you 
portrayed so well in the most recent issue of 
SOF. Any American who values freedom 
will be elated at the stance this man has 
taken against federal and state boondog¬ 
gling into the private life of an honest, law- 
abiding citizen. He exhibits the kind of 
courage and determination that every 
American needs to think about. Thank you 
for promulgating his views on life. Semper 
Fi to him and to you. By the way, I still keep 
my powder dry and can shoot the gonads of 
a tsetse fly at 100 yards. No brag, just fact, 
man. Keep up the good work. 

Hughes 

via e-mail 


20MM Hot Box 

We have received many calls, letters, 
and rocks through the window from readers 
who tried to contact the 20MM Hot Box 


company to get more information regard¬ 
ing, or order one of their fine BBQIcook¬ 
er!smoker units as described in last month's 
“Adventure Quartermaster” Mea Culpa! 
Here's the correct toll-free number to con¬ 
tact them: 888-226-7868. 


We Be Mates 

I’d like to thank America for her part in 
the Asia-Pacific arena fifty years ago. I 
realise that the only reason I have lived the 
36 years of my life enjoying the freedoms 
of the modem world is because of the sac¬ 
rifices of your young men and women of 
those tragic years. By rights I should be 
pulling a rickshaw up the main street for 
some Japanese master. Please don’t 
assume all Australians don’t care about 
your good works of the past when the 
occasional international friction occurs. 
America, you’ll have to do a hell of a lot 
wrong before you put this man off-side. 
“Thanks” just isn’t enough. 

God Bless America, 

Mark Davidson 
Australia 
Via e-mail 

Well, yer welcome, mate! It's always 
been a pleasure to come to the aid of real 
fiends. We noticed, also , that there were 
Aussies — but no Poms — fighting along¬ 
side us in S.E. Asia. 
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Abusing The Dead, For Fun and Profit 

The feature you’re reading, “Slick Willie Watch,” used to be 
more fun. It was Soldier Of Fortune’s opportunity to scrutinize a 
draft-dodging commander-in-chief. Despite our reservations about 
this man’s character, he was at least a viable leader during the first 
term. “Slick Willie Watch” was like one of several small axes, chop¬ 
ping away at an oak - the office of the presidency — that would 
likely never fall but needed a good test. 

Now it feels quite different. Compiling “Slick Willie Watch” is 
akin to kicking a month-old corpse. Your shoe just goes in and 
comes back with disgusting goo all over it. 

However, at press time this corpse remains leader of the free 
world and commander-in-chief of all that makes us free. And some¬ 
one has to clean up the mess. So with that in mind, we’ll have at it 
like the hungry vultures our founding fathers intended the press to be. 


It's Personal, Right? 

No, it’s not a personal matter. It’s a matter of national security 
and decisions that will forever affect the human condition. 

In Clinton’s political turmoil, decisions are made every day that 
affect the welfare of every American man, woman and child. When 
decisions are made in a last ditch effort to salvage an unfixable pres¬ 
idency, they’re not made in the best interest of Americans and their 
allies. Rather, they’re made in the best interest of the survival of one 
man’s career. 

Clinton’s sex problems put him in a similar position to a bus dri¬ 
ver making decisions entirely to appease a back seat driver. They’re 
not sound, logical or instinctive. They’re not about driving. They’re 
about shutting someone up. 

So it should come as no surprise the Clinton administration 
secretly interfered with the United Nations inspection program in 
Iraq in August, pressuring the U.N. team in charge of determining 
the extent of Iraq’s biological chemical weapons capabilities not to 
mount surprise inspections. 

At this point in history, the last thing Clinton needs is trouble 
with Saddam Hussein, who has a strange and unpredictable effect 
on American polls. 

Says the Washington Post, Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
telephoned chief U.N. inspector Richard Butler and urged him to 
cancel plans to mount two “challenge inspections” at sites where 




intelligence reports showed they would find evidence of the secret 
Iraqi weapons programs and efforts to hide them. 

Says the New York Post, “the administration has conducted an 
abrupt reversal of U.S. policy — and has done so in secret. 
America’s Iraq policy was formed in the wake of a war that 
involved 500,000 U.S. troops. In exchange for being allowed to 
remain in power, Saddam Hussein agreed to surrender some of his 
sovereignty to the United Nations.” 

The secret phone call was clearly a way for Clinton to ease up 
on Saddam, behind closed doors, while letting the American people 
and congress assume the administration is still an unconditional 
proponent of full access to Iraqi military sites. 

In other words, with the Monica distraction, it’s politically expe¬ 
dient for Clinton to get Saddam off his back. He just doesn’t have 
time right now. 

As a result, the administration will aid and abet Saddam in his 
goal to amass weapons of mass destruction surely intended for 
Americans and Israelis someday. 

It’s possible, although not likely, we’re misjudging Clinton’s 
motives here. But even so, the latest scandal involving Iraq shows 
why Clinton can’t be an effective leader for his remaining two 
years. We simply can’t trust him, and have every reason to suspect 
the worst, most selfish behavior. And we have every right to expect 
he’s lying. 

When it comes to a terrorist with Nukes — who lives to hate 
Americans — that dog don’t hunt. 


Sex, Lies and Armageddon 

As the year 2000 looms, some computer geeks continue to warn of 
a global Millennium Meltdown that will far exceed the modest con¬ 
cerns of most Americans regarding the clock situation in computers. 

Average Americans expect cash register delays in a checkout 
line. Others expect Armageddon. Who knows? 

What’s known for certain is this: Clinton’s perverted sex life, 
and his tireless efforts to stay in office, have surely cost precious 
time for those trying to solve the Y2K problem. While the world 
made Monica jokes after the president’s pathetic post-grand jury 
speech, leaders working on Y2K weren’t laughing. 

A few got together in frustration, firing off the following letter 
to Clinton: 

Mr. President: 

As of this past Wednesday, 19 August 1998, the world had less 


NOVEMBER 1998 ^ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


19 






























If You BLOCK In A Fight. iimiiwiiw 

You’re Training In The “Ultimate Lie,” 
Find Out How Over 30,000 Fighters 
Found The “Ultimate Ituth”!!! 

When I was ordered into combat 1 wanted nothing but the Truth!!! I wanted a fighting 
system that ha d no limitations. That’s why I guarantee his system to be the Ultimate Truth!! 
LCame Homej Don’t bet your life on the UE of defensive sport-fighting, You ’ll need more for 
today’s streets — 


I f you’re reading this in a public area, look around, if you 
were to be jumped by some thug with a knife, club or 
gun would you know what to do? What if you’re with 
your wife, girlfriend or child could you protect them? Not if 
you’ve been trained in the ‘arts’ or any other fighting system 
you read about in this magazine. 

Yeah, I know you’ve had training and some of you 
have become very good at your chosen martial art, sport- 
fighting or even die half-assed streetfighting your uncle or 
buddy (the one who did ‘time’ in ‘the joint’) showed ya. 

But guys, you’re kidding yourself if you think that stuff 
will save your life in a real fight You know, the type of hein¬ 
ous brawl you read about where you get jumped unaware 
and “unprepared” by multiple scumbags with weapons. 

Do you really think you can use all that ‘grappling’ 
garbage in a multi-fight with weapons? While you’re trying 
to get one dirtbag to ‘tap out’ his buddies are doing the 
“Riveidance” on your head, knees and balls. And why? 
Because 

You Fight Like You TVain 

If you’re training in any sport-fighting scenario use 
‘blocks’ or defensive moves you are in BIG trouble if your 
life is on the line. Especially if your training doesn’t seam¬ 
lessly integrate weapons (knives, clubs and firearms). Why? 
Because all these systems you read about or train in now are 
not designed for life and death struggles. They are for sport 
or non-lethal purposes. Some may claim to be for lethal pur¬ 
poses but they are a joke. No one trains for this because no 
one can competently and quickly train you: To kill your 
attacker (or attackers) who are trying to kill you. If you 
are training for ‘artistic’ or physical conditioning purposes 
only, stop reading this article now! Only if you are interested 
in true fighting ability, attaining the true confidence to face 
any violent situation regardless of the threat if you want to 
learn the true meaning of... 

“Ultimate Fighting” 

Then you need to listen to this story. It’s 1968, in coun¬ 
try Vietnam an 18-year old US Army soldier is in a brutal 
fire fight He turns in the middle of the battle to see 4 raging 
VC soldiers 20 feet away charging straight at him! He 
immediately attacks and they fall into a ditch. In less than 20 
seconds one man emerged from under that pile of dead bod¬ 
ies, that man was Jerry Peterson, 173 rd Airborne, ‘Charlie’ 
Company. 

He spent 15 months in that highly decorated unit as 
point man. What he learned in that jungle war was, that if 
you hesitate or go defensive in combat you die! If he had 
tried to use his M-16 with those 4 VC he would have died 
because he knew he needed to kill them in close quarters 
with his hands if he was to survive. 

This is true ultimate fighting gents, two guys preparing 
for months to enter into a ring with a referee, to make sure 
no one ‘cheats’ in a ‘no holds barred’ event, is a sport! 

Jerry’s combat experience proved this and he spent the next 
20 years researching all fighting arts and systems. (Looking 
for the science of human conflict.) During the war he had 
met some of the best Asian fighters in the world yet he was 
astonished to find not one ‘Gum’ or any martial art truly 
trained for lethal situations. 

Back in the states he met most of the ‘legends’ of the 


US martial arts community and not one man none taught tree 
lethal fighting. Why? They simply didn’t have the knowl¬ 
edge! Oh, they had some good moves and some correct 
movements in their techniques but none taught a complete 
system of fighting. That’s when Jerry took his combat proven 
knowledge and createed his 100% effective complete fight¬ 
ing system. This system, called SCARS® (Special Combat 
Aggressive Reactionary Systems) was closely held informa¬ 
tion until 1993. But I’m jumping ahead, lets go back to 1987 
when SCARS was discovered by the US Navy SEALs. You 
might like to hear how SCARS became 

The First Required Official Hand-to- 
Hand/Hand-to-Weapon System in 
US Navy SEAL Training 

The Navy SEALs, have the reputation of being the 
toughest ‘commandos’ in the US Special Operations 
Community. In 1987, a special group was created at Naval 
Special Warfare Command (US Navy SEAL Headquarters) 
located in Coronado, CA. This groups mission was to stan¬ 
dardize hand to hand/hand to weapon training for the worlds 
most elite commandos. They tested every martial art and 
‘combat’ system for it’s effectiveness in the hue ultimate 
fight COMBAT. Every system or ‘art’ tested was rejected as 
being NOT combat capable. This includes but is not limited to: 
Brazilian or Japanese jujitsu, JKD, TKD, Hapkido, KF, 
Muy-Thai along with a number of “wannabes” promoted in 
this magazine making claims they were some sort of official 
trainers of the SEALs. 

Then they met Jerry Peterson and saw the devastating 
power of the SCARS program. Jeny dealt with the SEAL, 
at their level and with his extensive combat record his credi¬ 
bility soared above any of the wannabes the SEALs had seen 
before. What really impressed the SEALs was that SCARS 
was created with... 

100% Scientific Principles Which 
You Easily Learn and Instantly Gain An 
“Unfair Advantage” 

In combat there is no room for error. If this system 
didn’t work ‘good men would die’ and being a combat vet 
that was totally unacceptable to Jerry. As effective as SCARS 
proved to be, they were even more blown away by the 
Offensive Mindset Jerry trains in conjunction with SCARS. 
This mindset gives you the ability to strike first even if your 
attacker moves first! The combination of the mental and 
physical training in the SCARS Program resulted in the 
SEALs immediately funding the SCARS Project Jeny creat¬ 
ed an instructor course that produced over 200+ combat 
SCARS Instructors. These SCARS certified SEAL instruc¬ 
tors have taught SCARS to every type of Special Ops Unit: 
Green Berets, Air Force Para-Rescue, USMC Force RECON, 
even members of the ultra-elite DELTA and SEAL Team 6 
counterterrorist units, the best of the best These operators 
have seen every system imaginable and yet SCARS is the 
only system ever given credentials from the Dept, of Defense 
and issued course numbers. And lately, even some SEAL’S, 
have hodgepodged some techniques together and tried to say 
their garbage is official training for the SEALs. Just ask any 
other system or instructor in this magazine if they have an 
official course number from CNET (The US Navy’s 


Credential Authority). You know what their answer is? NO! 

So you’re saying ‘that’s great for the SEALs but how 
is that going to help me?’ Since 1993, over 30,000 fighters 
like you, have switched to SCARS. They like you, were dis¬ 
satisfied with the effectiveness of what they learned in mar¬ 
tial arts and sport-fighting. They like you, were uneasy on 
the violent streets of today’s world and were searching for 
what was missing in their training. They wanted the secrets 
revealed to them about real fighting and SCARS delivered. 
And they learned.... 

Why You Must Know How To Kill 
With Your Hands 

Most martial arts and sportfighters dance around the 
issue of lethal force. They try to explain you must be a 
‘defensive’ fighter in this day and age with all the legal 
issues. They are horrified by anyone who would dare to 
open the curtain to expose the glaring lie they try to sell you 
that it is not important to train for a lethal (kill or be killed) 
situation. Yet, if you look at any ‘art’ or ‘style’ a knowledge¬ 
able person will see MANY potential LETHAL strikes, 
chokes, leverages, throws or kicks, yet it is never pointed 
out to the student 

Ask any lawyer whether you could say you didn’t 
know that strike would kill the drank who was hassling you 
in the bar? Wouldn’t it be great to have the training and con¬ 
fidence to.... 

Be Able To Handle Any Violent 
Situation: “Lethal And Non-Lethal” 

SCARS gives you the supreme ability to simply brash 
aside that annoying drank at the bar yet be able to instantly 
take out that seemingly ‘harmless’ drunk when he suddenly 
pulls a knife. Guys, you never know when it is going to 
happen but the odds are you are going to face a life threat¬ 
ening conflict in your lifetime. Be prepared easily and 
quickly for your most nightmarish situation. I mean hope- 
My you’ll never have to use this special information but 
think of the quiet confidence you’ll possess having the 
SCARS arsenal at your disposal. That’s why you must call 
and get your... 

Free Special Report Which Reveals 
The Lethal Side Of Hand-To-Hand 
And Modern Weapons They 
Don’t Want You To Have 

Hey, we can’t tell you everything in one page. Call for 
our free special report and get the NEW details from US 
Navy SEAL, SWAT Officers and other pro’s about SCARS 
and more importantly from the over 30,000 guys just like 
you who made the switch to SCARS and can finally have 
the training and confidence to handle any violent situation. 
What do you have to lose? It’s free, plus you can call 24 hrs 
a day and hear our FREE recorded message. You owe it to 
yourself to get this free Special Report and decide for your¬ 
self if SCARS is really as good as the US Navy SEALs, 

Law Enforcement Professionals and over 30,000 former 
martial artists say it is? Can you really afford not to make 
this call right now and start becoming one of the few peo¬ 
ple on earth who possess this essential information. 

Call Now 1-800-827-1239 

24-hours for a Free recorded message to get your Free 
Special Report International, call 602-437-3143. 

Copyright 1998 Direct Action Corporation 


Check our New Website out at www.scars.com and find out how to become a Member to get free weekly lessons. 




than 500 days to either correct its Year 2000 
computing problems or prepare for a global 
Millennium Meltdown Leaders in the strug¬ 
gle to increase public awareness of the *Y2K’ 
problem — what will happen when millions 
of computer systems and embedded 
microchips fail or malfunction as a result of 
the century date change — declared 
Wednesday to be 1 Global Y2KAction Day’in 
hopes of attracting media attention to what 
may be the gravest problem of our time . 

And did the media pay attention? Was 
‘Global Y2K Action Day ’ a headline in 
every major newspaper and a lead story for 
ABC, CBS, CNN, Fox and NBC? Was the 
full benefit delivered? 

NO. And why not? 

Because our myopic media was too busy 
covering and critiquing the latest perfor¬ 
mances in the three-ring circus you’ve 
orchestrated with your galpal Monica 
Lewinsky and attorney Kenneth Starr. 

For many months now, the Y2K problem 
has not received the media *shelf space ’ it 
deserves because your dirty laundry is 
there. ENOUGH. If you cannot get your 
house in order, please consider putting the 
interests of the nation first — for a change 
— and stepping aside. 

We are trying to save the planet, sir, and 
your affairs are in the way. 

No, say the polls, the president’s “per¬ 
sonal life” has little bearing on the nation’s 
welfare. If the computer alarmists are right, 
it could, in fact, have everything to do with 
global meltdown. 
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binoculars. So whatever action you have in 
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Steiner stands ready with optics that deliver 
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The Steiner 8x30 Military/Marine. Once focused, it's 
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9x40 and 10 x 50 models. 

Pioneer Research 

97 Foster Rd., Moorestown, NJ 08057-1118 
(609)866-9191, (800)257-7742, Fax:(609)866-8615 

Steiner Optik Canada, Inc. 

52 Chatham St, West, Suite 300, 

Windsor, Ontario N9A 5M6 Canada (519)258-7263 


About Those Polls 

Throughout Clinton’s slow political 
death, the polls have been absolutely bizarre. 

He had sex with her: approval rating high. 

He had sex with her and lied: approval rat¬ 
ing high. He had sex with her and lied under 
oath: approval rating high. He had pervert¬ 
ed sex with her, lied under oath, tampered 
with evidence and threatened American cit¬ 
izens: approval rating high. 

What’s next? He committed first-degree 
murder, lied, was caught and apologized for 
all of the above: approval rating high. 

If nothing else, the Clinton scandal has 
fully discredited presidential polling. Fact is, 
people lie to pollsters more than ever now 
that the president’s made lying en vogue . 

And here’s the motive for the lies: After 
months of media conditioning, Americans 
have been led to believe they are unsophis¬ 
ticated rubes if they care about morality in 
the Oval Office. In Europe, we’re told, the 
cosmopolitan elite accept and expect this 
from leaders. So when the pollster calls, Joe 
Six Pack tells a quick lie and gets on with 
his life. 

Never was this more apparent than 
when pollsters told us some 80 percent of 
Americans would have refused to watch 
had Clinton’s grand jury testimony been 
televised. In truth, it quite likely would 
have been the largest TV audience in his¬ 
tory. Everyone knows that, and most peo¬ 
ple lied. ^ 
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Speed Counts 

There are trade-offs in any sidearm of choice. One downside to 
revolvers is the reload: the SL Variant , made in Germany by 
Longwitz Techschliebsport, allows wheelguns to be reloaded with 
speed, efficiency and security. 

A central pitch adjustment allows precise alignment of the 
rounds so that even wadcutters align perfectly with the chambers, 
and a concealed ejection system ensures the rounds are released 


only on your command. Securely held, cartridges will not eject even 
if the speedloader is dropped. Removable rubber covers are avail¬ 
able as an option, as are anodized colored finishes. Seats and 
springs are replaceable for a lifetime of service. 

Available for a dizzying array of revolvers by S&W, Colt, 
Taurus, Dan Wesson, Rossi, Charter Arms, Ruger, Manhurin and 
Astra, the SL Variant is distributed exclusively by Demos Direct, 
Dept. SOF, 14321 Climbing Rose Way #303, CentrevilJ$, VA 
20121; phone: 703-449-8570. 



800 Flush Mount Sling Swivels 


Custom riflesmiths will be 
glad to learn that Pachmayr has 
reintroduced their famous and 
favored 800 Flush Mount Sling 
Swivels. Quick to lock into place 
or remove, these good-looking 
flush mount swivels were the 
ones to beat for decades, and they 
are once again available. For the 
dealer nearest you, contact Carl 
Cupp, Dept. SOF, Pachmayr, 
Ltd., 1875 S. Mountain Ave., 
Monrovia, CA 91016; phone: 
800-423-9704. 




▲ TAP URBAN delivers maximum energy transfer through a unique 
combination of penetration and dramatic fragmentation. 


TAP™ URBAN™ 

Now there’s an ammo specifically designed for 
police using rifles and carbines in urban 
environments: TAP Urban, new from Hornady. 
TAP Urban’s advanced-design polymer-tipped 
bullet is incredibly accurate, and won’t deform 
during loading and unloading. On impact, the 
tip causes dramatic fragmentation, which 
provides 100% energy transfer to the target for 
instant terminal results. This reduces the need 
for repeat 
shots and 
lowers the 
chances of 
collateral 
damage 
from over¬ 
penetration or 
ricochets. 


ML4 
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Cheap Feet, Deep Watches 

A pair of new goodies 
from the goodie kings at U.S. 
Cavalry have caught our eye: 
some new 12" leather boots 
for less than $40 and a new 
Casio dive watch for less 
than $140. 

The Elite Forces’ boots 
feature D-ring lacing, padded 
tongues and collars and lug 
soles. They are available in 
sizes 7 through 11-1/2, plus 
12 and 13 in regular widths. 
They weigh a mere 4 pounds 
and are as comfortable “as a tennis shoe.” (Item #S 16738). 

The Casio Dual Time Dive Watch has a stainless steel case, gold 
face and black resin band. Its features include a stop watch, daily 
alarm, rotating bezel and luminescent hands. The combination dig¬ 
ital and analog readouts 
both tell the time with 
quartz accuracy. It is water 
resistant to 100 meters 
(Item #16750). 

For a free new catalog 
of fine military and action 
equipment from watches 
to web gear, from boots to 
boot knives, phone 888- 
888-7228, or 800-777- 
7172, or write U.S. Cav, 

Dept. SOF, 2855 Centen¬ 
nial Ave., Radcliff, KY 
40160. 




Light Light 


Personal safety often is predicated on personal visibility. The 
Signal-Stat Lightman High-Intensity Safety Strobe from Federal- 
Mogul is powerful, yet light (3.5 ounces) and compact (a 3-inch tri¬ 
angle) enough to have with you when needed as a distress, safety or 
communication signal. The Lightman Strobe’s utility is further 
enhanced by an assortment of adapters that attach it to clothing, 
lines, iron objects, smooth surfaces or even the top of a DoT trian¬ 
gle, for visual dominance in any situation. 

Delivering 80 strobes per minute, the Lightman is available with 
red, amber, blue, green or clear lenses and performs independently 
of weather or climatic conditions. It operates on two standard AA 
batteries. 

Contact your Federal-Mogul supplier, or write to: Lightman, 
Dept. SOF, Marketing Communications, P.O. Box 1966, Detroit, 
MI 48235. 






Hornady Mfg. Co., P.O. Box 1848, Grand Island, NE 68802-1848 


▲ TAP Precision uses technologically advanced match bullets for 
consistent first-shot accuracy. 


TAP™ PRECISION™ 

When lives depend 
on a single shot 
from a police 
sniper, you can 

depend on Homady’s TAP Precision ammunition to 
deliver the surgical strike needed. TAP 
Precision matches Homady’s newest 
boattail hollow point match-grade 
bullets with select brass and propellant. 

The result is first-shot, long-range 
accuracy you can count on. You deserve 
ammunition as unique as the challenges 
you face: TAP from Hornady. To learn 
more, call 
1-800-338-3220, 
or visit 

www.homadv.com. OUR REPUTATION RIDES ON EVERY SHOT 































SWITCHBLADE - AUTOMATIC KNIFE COLLECTORS! 




Sources for ALL automatic knives! 

•Rare and scarce antiques. 

• American-Italian-German 
• High-Tech production models. 

•Exotic handcrafted customs. 


A MUST for ALL switchblade fans! 

♦Packed with FIRST-CLASS photos^ 
♦Maintenance & repair tips 
♦Free classified ads 
♦The LATEST trends 
♦Informative articles and features^ 

Now in our SEVENTH YEAR! 


Check out our WEB SITE: 
“tbenewsletter.com” 


TO ORDER YOURS, send S10. for a single issue or $30. 

[$38. Foreign] for a one-year (4 issue) subscription to: 

THE NEWSLETTER 

22(9 Chestnut St., Suite 212-A 
Far 24hr. information call: 4 1 5-664-2 1 05 Sm F ran cisco, CA 94123. USA 





Light Mount For 
Colt-Type Rifles 


EFFECTIVE 

STEROID 

REPLACERS 


Build Muscle Mass and Strength 


Leading Steriod Replacer 

High Gains in muscle mass and strength have 
been reported from Boron users. Completely legal 
and no side effects. Gains won’t be as good as 
steroids for most, but response is great and lifters 
are coming back for more. The extra edge. Boron. 
BORON 3 month cycle #55001 $15.95 

Now available without Prescription 

D.H.E.A. This remarkable nutrient has shown extra¬ 
ordinary results in athletes. New studies have shown 
that D.H.E.A. is an effective way to increase mus¬ 
cle mass in both men and women while providing 
additional strength. Try JTR’s D.H.E.A. Today. 
D.H.E.A. 90 Caps 50 mg. #55034 519.95 
D.H.E.A, 180 Caps 50 mg. #55035 $34.95 


Build Mass and Lose Fat 

Human Growth Hormone increases lean mass 
and decreases body fat . The ingredients GH 
Power Formula have been proven to naturally 
increase Growth Hormone levels up to 700% in 
90 minutes. GH levels still 300% higher 8 hours 
later. Get the hard look with GH Power Formula. 
GH POWER FORMULA 90 Tabs #55024 $24.95 
GH POWER FORMULA 180 Tabs #55025 $44.95 

The Ultimate Mass Formula 
Get Big Now! Combine all of the best Power for¬ 
mulas for Ultimate gains. Boron, 
Dibencozide,Yohimbe, Smilax, & Mega Aminos 
in a huge 60 day cycle. Guaranteed Size. Get it 
all with the Mass Formula. At a 30% savings. 
MASS FORMULA 60 Day Cycle #55050 89.95 


Only hits count, and few do in the dark. 

Diamond Products has introduced a new 
flashlight mounting system for rifles and 
SMGs that have a configuration similar to 
that of the Colt AR-15 or GI Ml6 rifles. 
Made from black Delrin, the mounting sys¬ 
tem is designed to hold the TACM HI 1-inch 
diameter flashlight, and requires no modifi¬ 
cation to the existing weapon. The mount 
can be installed either right of left, on either 
the top or bottom handguard, and is 
designed not to interfere with other avail¬ 
able weapon accessories. It has its own 
pressure-activated remote switch. 

For further information contact 
Diamond Products Marketing, Dept. SOF, 
2300 Commerce Park Drive #6, Palm Bay 
FL 32905-2619; phone: 800-530-0644, or 
check out their web site: 
http://www.webimagc.com/tacm3. 



SEAL Poster 


Zodiac of North America has released 
the latest edition in its military print series, 
which commemorates the U.S. Navy 
SEALs, a unit which has long relied on 
Zodiac inflatable boats in its far-flung oper¬ 
ations and missions. Artist Dick Kramer, 
well known for his illustrations and large- 
scale murals of military, police and fire/res¬ 
cue scenes, was commissioned by Zodiac to 
create its military poster series. The first 
poster in the series commemorated Army 
Special Forces. 

Both the first (SF) and second (SEALs) 
posters are available @ $10 each from: 
Zodiac, Atm: Amanda Lindner, Dept. SOF, 
Box 400 Stevensville, MD 21666; phone 
410-643-4141; fax: 410-643-4491. ^ 


AH PRO BODY Power Formulas are 100% GUARANTEED or your money back 


Free 

Catalog 


Fast 

Shipping 


CALL 1 “800-962-4769 ask for dept. #125 
Toll free - 24 hours - 7 days 
Send to: JTR Labs - 4069 Wedgeway Gt. s Dept #125 - St. Louis, MO 63045 
For questions and local orders call 314-739-7551 

"rush“6rder"f"6rm 



Name (as on card): 
Address: 

City:_ 

Phone#: (_ 

Card#: 


State: 


Apt. #: 
Zip: _ 


) 


SEND TO: JTR Labs 

4069 Wedgeway Ct. - dept. #125 

Earth City, MO 63045 

IMPORTANT ORDERING INFORMATION 
-Foreign Orders add 25% if total in US funds 
-Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico add $7.00 
-COD orders add $5.00 (Priority Mail) 
-Dealer Inquires Welcome 
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Attention Collectors & Sportsmen... 

Get the Full Auto Advantage! 



Model# 104/B THE GODFATHER $39.95 

The Classic Stiletto. Lightning quick, side opening 440 stainless 
blade. Mirror-clear, gleaming heavy gauge steel. Razor sharp. 
Traditional black pearlite handle w/ slide lock. 8.75” overall. 




Model# 104/W THE GODFATHER II $39.95 



Exactly as above. Classic lines with the added elegance of white handles. 
Same rugged craftsmanship and durability. 


Model# FP-500 COBRA $79.95 


Lever action side opener. 3.4 inches of satin brushed high carbon stainless steel. 

Instantly snaps to attention and locks into place. Buffed and polished solid brass hardware 
and liners. Handcrafted in Italy. Shown w/ black pearlescent grips. Or choose deep swirl 
Blue, Green, Red, or Ivory. Specify your color. 8" overall. 



Genuine , Rugged, 
Completely Finished 

Sold in Kit Form* 


Model# 202/SB BLACK STEALTH NATO $69.95 

Deluxe front opener features lightweight, rugged cast aluminum handle. 440 
stainless steel blade is mirror-polished and smooth as silk. Instantly 
retractable. Midnight black. 8.5” overall. 


Model# 244/B SOLINGEN SLINGER $49.95 

Black checkered side opener features high impact ABS resin grips, 
finely honed and polished 44DC Solingen, German steel blade. Holds a 
seriously sharp edge. 7.25” overall. 



CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-324-4371 
PERFORMANCE CO. 

1202 Lexington Ave. 

RM 192 Dept.S-11 
New York NY 10028 

FREE CATALOG with your order! 

THE NEW 1997 PERFORMANCE KNIVES CATALOG 
32 PAGES OF KNIVES & ACCESSORIES 
IN FULL VIVID COLOR. 


mm 1 - 800 - 324-4371 

Police and Military: Send photo copy of 10 & receive 10% discount 

*Att Collectors & Sportsmen: All automatic, factory fresh, and rushed direct to 
you in kit form. In some areas* completion of those kits may violate certain laws. 
Check your area before ordenii^Qr assembfina, as^ompilsnce with such taws is 


I-- 

I PERFORMANCE COMPANY 1202 Lexington Ave. RM 192, Dept. S-11 

1 1 -800-324-4371 New York - NY 10028 



Gentlemen, Please RUSH the following items: 
(check boxes) 


□ Model# 104/B 

□ Model# 104/W 

□ Model# FP-500 

□ Model# 202/SB 

□ Model# 244/B 


Qty._ Please add $6 □ Check or Money 

Qty._ forS&H order enclosed $_ 

Qty._ 

Bty._ 100% NO RISK MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 

aty._ 


□ Master Card/Visa #_ 

NAME_ 

ADDRESS_ 

CITY_ 

STATE_ZIP 


I certify that / am 
Over 21 years of age . 


Signature. 


Expiration 


Date 
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The Essential Guide for Military and Police Trackers 

by David Scott-Donelan 

The ability to track and apprehend fugitives from justice through all types of terrain is an essential component of an effective police or military unit, and there is no bet¬ 
ter source on how to do it right than Tactical Tracking Operations. Written by a veteran of more than 30 years of active tracking experience, this invaluable manual 
is packed with practical lessons, on-the-ground tricks, training drills and equipment suggestions for the solo tracker on up to a multiagency tracking operation. Learn 
how to find and follow tracks through woods, deserts, jungles and mountains; assess the age of tracks; relocate the trail after it’s gone missing; foil every effort to throw 
off your pursuit; coordinate a four-man team while tracking armed fugitives; set up and run a large, fully supported tracking operation; utilize the latest high-tech gear 
to find fugitives In the field; and much more. War stories from the author's combat tracking duty in Africa highlight the lessons in this text. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, photos, 
illus., 184 pp. $30.00 
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CREDIT SECRETS 
How to Erase Bad Credit 
Revised and Updated 
by Bob Hammond 
This expanded Credit Secrets will 
save you thousands of dollars In fees, 
finance charges and interest payments 
as you learn the very latest techniques 
to get rid of debt once and for ail and 
establish good credit. Discover proven 
tricks used by lawyers, credit coun¬ 
selors and other pros who charge 
handsomely for their services. 51/2x8 
1/2, softcover, 136 pp. $17.00 


BEAT THE BILL COLLECTOR 
How to Obtain Freedom 
from Your Debt 
by Max Edison 

If debt collection agencies are haras¬ 
sing you to settle your unpaid bills, 
you do not have to put up with their 
bullying tactics! This book tells you 
exactly how you can use simple tricks 
to get them off your back for good or 
resort to heavy legal firepower If they 
persist In calling you at work or home. 
Know your rights! 51/2x8 1/2, soft- 
cover, 80 pp. $14.00 


BOOBY TRAP IDENTIFICATION AND 
RESPONSE GUIDE FOR LAW 
ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL 
by Tony L Jones 

This authoritative guide shows cops how 
to recognize and respond to booby traps. 
Includes common hiding spots; physical 
signs to be alert for; how to search 
structures, outside sites and vehicles; the 
difference between passive and active 
traps; how various triggers work and 
more. For academic study only. 51/2x8 
1 12, softcover, photos, 80 pp. $18.00 


THE ULTIMATE 
INTERNET TERRORIST 
How Hackers, Geeks, and Phreaks 
Can Ruin Your Trip on the 
Information Supertiighway... and 
What You Can Do to Protect Yourself 
by Robert Merkie 

This is an owner's manual to the 
’Darkside’ of the Web, Read It and 
weep. Then do what it takes to save 
yourself from becoming roadkill on the 
Highway to Hell, 51/2x81/2, softcov¬ 
er, 152pp. SI 5.00 


GUERRILLAS IN THE MIST 
A Battlefield Guide to 
Clandestine Warfare 
by Bob Newman 
Foreword by Robert K. Brown 
Learn every facet of the grim, violent 
world of guerrilla warfare: basic field- 
craft; mines and booby traps; tunnel 
construction and strategy; ambushes; 
urban and nocturnal tactics; interro¬ 
gation, indoctrination and exploitation; 
psyops; and more. For academic study 
only. 5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, photos, 
illus., 232 pp. . $20.00 


THE COMPLETE Ml GARAND 
A Guide for the 
Shooter and Collector 
by Jtm Thompson 

A heavily illustrated, practical history for 
shooters and collectors alike, this book 
tells the complete story of the robust Ml 
Garand. High-quality, detailed photos; 
functional and troubleshooting data, 
including original military manuals; mar¬ 
ket Information and much more make 
this a valuable resource on a classic bat¬ 
tle rife. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, photos, 
illus., 160 pp. $25.00 


Fireanns 


The Complete 800K 
of Dirty Tricks 


EXPEDIENT HOMEMADE FIREARMS GO FOR BROKE! 

The 9mm Submachine Gun Wealth and Happiness 

by PA. Luty after Bankruptcy 

Here is a step-by-step, illustrated guide byZane Binder 

to building a 9mm easily and efficiently Are your debts breaking your back and 

from readily available materials - prlma- your bank account? This step-by-step 

rlly standard, off-the-shelf sizes of steel book walks you through bankruptcy 

tubing - without any machine tools or from start to finish and gives you every- 

professlonal gunsmith's materials. The thing you need to know to make a 

entire weapon can be assembled in clean start and not lose your shirt — 

about one week. For academic study and maybe not your house, either. The 

only. 81/2 x 11, softcover, photos, illus., author speaks from experience. 51/2 x 

96 pp. $15.00 8 1/2, softcover, 104 pp. $14.00 


GET EVEN ACQUIRING NEW ID 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks How to Easily Use the 

by George Hayduke Latest Computer Technology to 

A hilarious overview of the methods Drop Out, Start Over, and Get On 
people use to get even with big busl- with Your Life 

ness, government and enemies. These by Ragnar Benson 

dirty tricks range from the simple to Forget about using the old “dead-baby's 

the elaborate, including more sophisti- birth-certificate" ruse to get new ID. 

cated schemes devised by CIA and Everyone's on to that trick. What you 

Mafia members and political dirty need is the know-how to make your 

tricksters. For entertainment purposes own documents on a home computer. 

only. 51/2x81/2, hardcover, 208 pp. And by following the simple instructions 

$10.95 in here, you can. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, soft- 
cover, photos, illus., 152 pp. $20.00 


THE TRUTH ABOUT HANDGUNS 
Exploding the Myths, Hype, 
and Misinformation 
by Duane Thomas 

Every gun enthusiast will enjoy reading 
this lively took at the myths about the 
Colt .45; the hype surrounding hand¬ 
gun stopping power; the truth about 
Alvin York’s incredible World War I fire- 
fight; the answers to the questions "Are 
revolvers dead?" and 'How good is the 
,40 Smith & Wesson cartridge?'’; and 
much more. 5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, 
136 pp. $14.00 


THE ART OF THE RIFLE 
by Jeff Cooper 

"Riflecraft has been completety 
ignored since World War It," says Jeff 
Cooper, America’s foremost rifle 
instructor. To remedy this situation, he 
took it upon himself to set down the 
fine art of the rifle before it was lost 
forever. In his no-ho!ds-barred style, 
Cooper instructs you in everything you 
need to know about shooting the rifle, 
while entertaining you with tales of 
marksmanship, combet and big-game 
hunting. 81/2 x 11, hardcover, photos, 
104 pp. $29.95 


RUNNING, 

HIDING, 

SURVIVING 

Atfi] 

mime 

FOREVER 
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TESTS 


ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS 
ON WEAPONRY, MILI¬ 
TARY SCIENCE, SELF- 
DEFENSE, PERSONAL 
FREEDOM AND RELATED 
SUBJECTS. 

SEND A COPY OF THE 
MANUSCRIPT TO: 
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NEW I.D. IN AMERICA 
by Anonymous 

Want one more chance at life with a 
"clean slate"? Trade in your old identity 
for a new start. Here is a step-by-step 
guide to creating a totally new you - 
with a birth certificate, passport, dri¬ 
ver's license, Social Security number - 
all you need for breaking with your 
past. 5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, illus., 
120 pp. $17.00 


FAR BEYOND DEFENSIVE TACTICS 
Advanced Concepts, 
Techniques, Drills, and 
Tricks for Cops on the Street 
by Loren Christensen 
This book shows cops how to use proven 
defensive tactics to stay alive and unin¬ 
jured, including how to disarm attackers, 
deal with drunk or drugged subjects, pro¬ 
tect their guns, fend off multiple attackers 
and more. 51/2x81/2, softcover, pho¬ 
tos, 208pp. $25.00 


THE TACTICAL PISTOL 
Advanced Gunfighting 
Concepts and Techniques 
by Gabriel Suarez 

Blg-ctty cop and gunffght veteran Gabe 
Suarez teaches you the most vital les¬ 
sons and techniques for prevailing in any 
situation where you must draw your 
weapon. Chapters include The Dynamics 
of a Gunffght, The Rules of Ctose-Quarter 
Combat, Holding Hostlles at Gunpoint 
and more. 51/2 x 81/2, softcover, pho¬ 
tos, illus.. 216pp. $25.00 


ADVANCED FUGITIVE 
Running, Hiding, Surviving, 
and Thriving Forever 
Kenn Abaygo 

In this companion to Fugitive: How to 
Bun, Hide, and Survive, you’ll leam 
the advanced evasion techniques suc¬ 
cessful fugitives have used to get gone 
and stay gone for long periods of time 
- perhaps forever - and you'll benefit 
from their experience and their mis¬ 
takes. 51/2x81/2, softcover, photos, 
illus., 144 pp. $15.00 


JUST SAY NO TO DRUG TESTS 
How to Beat the Whiz Quiz 
by Ed Carson 

Urinalysis is a blatant violation of 
human freedom and dignity, and now 
you can fight back! Ed Carson, who 
handled drug testing for a large U.S. 
military base, reveals how the tests are 
done and how to beat them. He did it 
successfully for eight years using the 
exact methods outlined in this book. 
Find out how to preserve your life-style 
and keep your job. 51/2x61/2, soft- 
cover, 48 pp. $1240 


PALADIN PRESS 

P.a BOX 1307 
BOULDER, CO 80306 

OR E-MAIL US AT 


VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT 


P.O. BOX 1307-8KS • BOULDER, CO 80306 * PHONE 303-443-7250 • FAX 303-442-8741 • E-MAIL SERVICE@PALADIN-PRESS.COM 
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Fighting Secrets of the International Close Combat Instructors’ Association 

The International Close Combat Instructors’ Association (ICCIA) is a specialized group dedicated to the research and refinement of practical armed and unarmed com¬ 
bat technique. Its members include the premier close-combat instructors of military special operations units and elite law enforcement agencies worldwide. Since the 
ICCIA was founded, most of its training programs have been restricted to carefully selected personnel. However, in this groundbreaking Paladin video production, the 
ICCtA’s members share their combat-tested knowledge with the public for the first time. This dynamic video features eight of the ICCIA's master instructors presenting 
detailed lessons in their close-combat specialties, including unarmed combat, weapon disarming, knife fighting, sentry elimination and combat groundfighting. This is a 
rare glimpse into the real world of close-quarter fighting and an unprecedented opportunity to study with the instructors of some of the world’s best special operations 
warriors, counterterrorist operators and elite law enforcement professionals. For information purposes only. Color, approx. 90 minutes, VHS only. $39.95 
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THE Y2K COMPUTER 
CRASH SCENARIO 

What to Expect and How to 
Protect Your Assets, Your Credit, 
and Your Way of Lite 
by Dr. John Mrozek 
The looming Y2K crash coutd have dev¬ 
astating effects on everything from 
phone service to medical and criminal 
records to mortgages; bank and credit 
card accounts; and investments. Get 
pragmatic advice on basic precautions 
you can take to minimize the damage. 5 
1/2 xS 1/2, softcover, 64 pp. $1iOO 
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DISK DETECTIVE 

Secrets You Must Know to Recover 
information from a Computer 
by Norbert Zaenglein 
Disk Detective is designed to 1o bring 
the secrets of recovering data from a 
PC. floppy disk or backup device to the 
average person. It includes precise 
instructions for recovering info from 
reformatted disks or overwritten files, 
retrieving deleted files, conducting key 
word searches, locating e-mail mes¬ 
sages and much more. 5 1/2x8 1/2, 
softcover, 112 pp. $20.00 



BULLSEYES DON’T SHOOT BACK 
The Complete Textbook 
of Point Shooting for 
Close Quarters Combat 
by Col. Rex Applegate 
& Michael D. Janlch 
Leam why point shooting is the most 
practical technique for shooting a 
handgun in a real gunfight. This guide 
teaches you how and when to use point 
shooting, compares it to two-handed 
sighted fire and tells how a police train¬ 
ing facility Is teaching point shooting 
with stunning results. 5 1/2x8 1/2, 
softcover, photos, 120 pp. $ 20.00 



COMMANDOS FROM THE SEA 
The History of Amphibious 
Special Warfare in WWII 
and the Korean War 
by John B. Dwyer 
This is the definitive history of America’s 
seaborne commandos. The daring 
exploits of the OSS’ Maritime Unit, 
Special Mission Group, Underwater 
Demolition Teams, Phlb Recon Marines, 
Alamo Scouts and many more are final¬ 
ly brought to light in gripping first-per¬ 
son accounts. Includes rare action pho¬ 
tographs. 81/2 x 11, hardcover, photos, 
illus., 286 pp. $39.95 
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FULL-AUTO CONVERSION 
OF THE SKS RIFLE 
by Powder Bums 

Here are complete plans for putting 
together an inexpensive, reliable, full- 
auto-firing SKS rifle in a home work¬ 
shop. Leam how to modify the rifle’s 
trigger assembly with simple hand tools, 
safely test the weapon for proper func¬ 
tion and enjoy recreational full-auto fire. 
Ail BATF rules apply. This book is for 
academic study onfy! 5 1/2x8 1/2, 
softcover, photos, illus., 80 pp. $12.00 



GUNSITE TACTICAL 
CONCEALED CARRY 1 

Whether you are an off-duty law 
enforcement officer, on an undercov¬ 
er assignment or a civilian with a 
CCW, you need to know the proper 
tactics and techniques of deploying a 
handgun from concealment. In this 
groundbreaking tape, the master 
instructors at Gunsfte teach you their 
proven methods of carrying, drawing 
and using concealed handguns effec¬ 
tively. Color, approx. 40 min,, VHS 
only. $29.95 
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GET EVEN 2 
More Dirty Tricks from 
the Master of Revenge 
by George Hayduke 

Enemies beware! Here’s the outra¬ 
geous sequel to the underground 
best-seller, Get Even , presenting a 
wide range of all-new dirty tricks peo¬ 
ple pull to get even with big business 
bums, footloose spouses, lousy land¬ 
lords and others. For entertainment 
purposes only! 5 1/2x8 1/2, hard¬ 
cover, 170 pp. $194)5 


THE INVISIBLE ADVANTAGE 
A Step-by-Step Guide to Making 
Ghlllie Suits and Custom 
Camouflage Accessories 
with Tom Forties 

For professionals who need the ulti¬ 
mate in camouflage, there is only one 
choice; the ghlllie suit. In this unique 
video, expert ghlllie suit craftsman Tom 
Forbes teaches you how to make four 
different types of ghlllie suit and a vari¬ 
ety of camouflage accessories for a 
fraction of the cost of expensive com¬ 
mercial versions. Color, approx. 60 
min., VHS only. $29.95 


GUNS, BULLETS, AND GUNFIGHTS 
Lessons and Tales from a 
Modern-Day Gunfighter 
by Jim Clrillo 

Leam what it takes to survive a real 
gunfight from someone who’s been in 
many - Jim Cirlllo, top gun in the New 
York City Police Department stakeout 
unit. Read about the stress and inten¬ 
sity of an actual shoot-out and how to 
maximize your training, ammo and 
weapons to prevail. 51/2x81/2, soft- 
cover, photos, 136 pp. $15.00 


HOW TD GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 
by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others with this ency¬ 
clopedia of advanced investigative and 
surveillance techniques. Here are expert 
ways to sec ratty bug any target! Info on 
lock-pick technology, how polygraphs 
and voice lie detectors can be tricked 
and much more, including more than 
100 sources for spy equipment. 81/2 x 
11, softcover, Illus., 272 od. $40.00 


SECRETS OF A 
MASTER GUNFIGHTER 
Jim Cirillo’s Advanced Guide 
to Combat Shooting 
and Gunfight Survival 
with Jim Ciriilo 

Jim Ciriilo has survived more gunfights 
than Wyatt Earp, Bat Mastereon and 
“Wild Bill* jTickok combined. In this 
video, he reveals more secrets of his 
combat shooting methods and pres¬ 
ents lifesaving tips that will increase 
your chances of survival when the bul¬ 
lets are ffying. Color, approx. 90 min., 
VHS only. $39.95 


HOW TO BEAT THE 
CREDIT BUREAUS 
The Insider's Guide to 
Consumer Credit 
by Bob Hammond 
In this sequel to his best-selling book, 
Credit Secrets, Hammond describes the 
deceptive web spun by the powerful 
credit bureau syndicate. He tells how to 
get a copy of your credit report, inter¬ 
pret it and then force the bureaus to 
wipe the slate clean. Get back on solid 
financial ground for good. 51/2x81/2, 
softcover, 136 pp. $15.00 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-392-2400, USA AND CANADA 

CALL 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. SEND $2.00 FOR AN 80-PAGE CATALDG OF OVER 750 TITLES {FREE WITH ORDER). 



P.O. BOX 1307-8KS • BOULDER, CO 80306 • PHONE 303-443-7250 • FAX 303-442-8741 • E-MAIL SERVICE@PALADIN-PRESS.COM 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


Testing the War Weapons: Rifles and Light 
Machine Guns from Around the World ......... .$45.00 

The Combat Shotgun (video) .$39.95 

SOG: The Secret Wars of America’s 

Commandos in Vietnam . .$25.00 

Advanced Ultimate Sniper (video).$59.95 

Special Forces Guerrilla Warfare Manual_____ .$25.00 

Special Forces Close-Quarter Combat Manual.$25.00 

The Tactical Advantage .... .$20.00 

Advanced Master Handgunner ..$12.00 

Silencer History and Performance, Vol. 1 ___ .$50.00 

Real Fighting: Adrenaline Stress Conditioning 
through Scenario-Based Training. $19.95 




PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING TITLES 


Card# 


□ VISA □ MASTERCARD □ DISCOVER □ CHECK/MONEY ORDER 
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NAME_ 
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Gun Running Made Easy 


P roficiency with a firearm is not a solution by itself to the prob¬ 
lem of unpleasant encounters of the violent kind, anymore 
than passing a driver's ed course makes you a motocross dri¬ 
ver. You must develop and maintain mental and physical capabilities 
in order to recognize potential problems and be able to react to them. 
Violent encounters are always strenuous, and you are not always free 
to shoot your opponent. Unless you have a reasonable perception 
that this threat is rising to a level that could result in serious bodily 
injury or death, you are generally not allowed to employ deadly force 
— ventilating him with your 
trusty pistola. Even then, 
opponents don't often die 
when they are supposed to 
and you may still need to get 
free of them or their friends. 

One shot stops work best 
when done with a load of 12 
gauge 00 buck at close range. 

Don’t have optimistic expec¬ 
tations about how well your 
super duper pocket pistol 
load will work. 

Being physically and 
mentally prepared for a con¬ 
frontation means that in addi¬ 
tion to range time, you 
should be in good physical 
shape. And that means exer¬ 
cise of some sort, often out¬ 
doors. This presents a dilem¬ 
ma for those of us who would 
rather go without our under¬ 
wear than leave home with¬ 
out a gun. But how do you 
carry a firearm that you 
would stake your life on while, say, jogging? This is difficult — and 
I have learned the hard way. I run regularly and have tried many dif¬ 
ferent methods, mostly with unsatisfactory results, including bounc¬ 
ing a Chief’s Special down the pavement after it fell out of a shoul¬ 
der holster during a run. 

First is the question, “What weapon are you going to carry?” The 
first rule of a gunfight is have a gun. And that means with you — 
not at home or in the glove box. The second rule, assuming of 
course that you know how to use it, should be “Carry as much gun 
as you can under the circumstances ” Don’t use this as an excuse to 
drop clear down the scale to the .25 auto without asking yourself if 
your comfort level is really satisfied. 

I used to run with a Walther TPH .22 and my Cold Steel folding 
knife. I felt adequately armed until surrounded by three large angry 
dogs that thought since I was running I must be good to eat. Things 
were tense until I convinced the construction crew nearby who 
owned the most aggressive animal that I really would begin killing 
dogs if they weren’t called off promptly, 

I switched to a lightweight Colt Commander .45 on the very next 
run. “No way” you think? “He’s crazy, how do you run with a .45?” 
Not only do I regularly run 2.5 to 5 miles with the .45,1 carry an 


extra magazine, plus a Cold Steel large Voyager folding knife, and I 
do it in comfort all without scaring the little old ladies and kids in 
the park. I have tried virtually every possible holster type in every 
possible position. 

What I have settled on is the following method. I use a fanny 
pack made by Galco. In it I carry my lightweight Commander 
and one extra magazine. Leave your keys and other junk at 
home. The pistol and magazine are held firmly in place by the 
neoprene and plastic insert, which prevents them from shifting, 

sloshing and clanking 
around. 

Adjust the strap so it is 
tight around your waist. Do 
not wear it in the conventional 
manner on your hip or in 
front. The pistol fanny pack 
should be worn tightly, 
snugged up and centered on 
the small of your back. While 
running it will then be secure¬ 
ly held above your buttocks. 

I run in BDUs because 
they offer several advan¬ 
tages: They protect you 
from chaffing from the very 
snug fanny pack strap. You 
can put a thin ID case con¬ 
taining your identification 
with CCW or badge in the 
button-down rear pocket, 
and if you prefer, you can 
carry your favorite folding 
knife clipped securely in 
your strong hand front 
pocket as I do. 

This method is a compromise, in that to bring your firearm into 
action you need to grasp the strap and pull the fanny pack around to 
the front. If you are alert to potential problems, you can accomplish 
this maneuver without even breaking stride, or appearing to do any¬ 
thing more aggressive than adjusting your pouch for comfort. The 
advantages, 1 feel, far outweigh the accessibility problem. You are 
able to carry a serious defensive tool securely and comfortably, even 
during sprints down the side of the highway. 

The method is inconspicuous, as many joggers wear fanny 
packs for their keys, wallets, and other items. If you choose to 
carry the extra magazine, choose one with a plastic bottom so it 
doesn’t mar the front grip on your $1,500 Wilson .45 when the 
magazine shifts or rubs on your weapon. I can personally recom¬ 
mend the Wilson 8 round mags that have the plastic bumper pad. 

This method works for me and may be worthwhile for others to 
try. Since there are variables such as body build, fanny pack configu¬ 
ration, weapon choice, and different carry laws in other states, be sure 
to use only what works for you. Test your method carefully to avoid 
heading down the road only to have your piece bounce out, hit the 
pavement, cause an AD, shooting yourself in the butt, getting arrest¬ 
ed, then suing the author or publisher for giving you the idea. ^ 



The solution to running with a gun is the fanny pack. Adjust the strap so 
it is tight around your waist. Do not wear it in the conventional manner on 
your hip or in front.The pistol fanny pack should be worn tightly, snugged 
up and centered on the small of your back. While running it will then be 
securely held above your buttocks. 
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Designed by the Colonel msde by Gerber, the Applegate-Fairbairn Covert is the best tactical 
folder you can own. The new Interlock, a Gerber exclusive, is positioned like a top tang safety, 
making it easily accessible right or left handed. Combined with a fully reversible clip, the 
Covert is a true ambidextrous knife. Combat tough, pocket carry convenient, the Covert sets the 
standard for tactical folders. Covert is now available at dealers and outfitters everywhere. 


Reversible Pocket 
Clip 


Patented Interlock . m 1 




























UNITED STATES 

Losing ground: Report by U.S. intelligence panel tells congress Iran, Libya, 
North Korea and others are building elaborate underground weapons labo¬ 
ratories and production facilities. Such activities, report says, have con¬ 
tributed to “erosion” in U.S. intelligence gathering capabilities. Panel notes 
current “technical means of collection” inadequate against emerging 
threat. • Military sex: Defense Secretary Cohen decides against changing 
adultery statute, opting to “clarify" that court-martial not necessary unless 
affair impacts unit performance or discipline. New rules allow bad conduct 
discharge (which preserves military benefits) rather than dishonorable dis¬ 
charge. • Kosovo bill: Congress adopts new funding bill requiring presi¬ 
dent to consult with congress before sending troops to Kosovo; bill 
includes no funding for Bosnia mission. • Air Force: Entire Air Force to be 
reorganized into 10 expeditionary wings, each with 175 aircraft, in response 
to overseas deployment contingencies. Cutting edge of each wings will be 
18 F-15C superiority fighters, 10 F-15E strike bombers, 8 F-16J defense 
suppression aircraft, 12 A-10 anti-tank aircraft, 24 F-16 fighter-bombers, 
and support, recon and refueling aircraft. • Nuke fuel: Reprocessing 
unwanted nuclear weapons into reactor fuel is dangerous, says report by 
American Federation of Scientists, and threatens to provide terrorists and 
rogue nations with significant source of bomb-making materials. 



RUSSIA/FORMER U.S.S.R. 

Nukes: Russian government announces plans to build 16 modern 
nuclear reactors by 2010. • Blocked railways: Striking miners threat¬ 
en to expand blockages of Siberian railways. • New army focus: 
Security Council Chairman Andrei Kokoshin says army to focus on local 
and international conflicts, rather than national defense, as country 
cannot be attacked by foreign enemy due to large nuclear arsenal. 
•Chechnya fire fight: Two Russian armored vehicles wander into 
Chechnya, triggering brief fire fight and casualties on both sides. • 
Uranium deals: Russia objects to privatized U.S. uranium company’s 
plans to sell 70 million pounds of uranium, lowering worldwide price 
Russia can expert for nuclear weapons materials. 


“W 





LEBANON 

Daily attacks: Roadside Hezbollah bombs and 
attacks on Israeli and SLA outposts by guerrillas and 
Hezbollah, Amal, and other groups continue daily, 
along with retaliatory shelling by Israelis. • Israeli 
plans strike targets in Lebanon in July and August. • 
Hezbollah battalion commander Hussein Hamoudi 
killed by Israeli shelling. • Hezbollah squad attacks 
Israeli outpost. • U.N. peacekeepers say Israeli 
troops combat testing NT Dandy (Long Spike) mis¬ 
sile in Lebanon, which appears to be long range (pos¬ 
sible 8 km) and have ability to select target in flight; 
one missile test kills guerrilla, another wounds four. 
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SIERRA LEONE 

Conflicts continue: Small-scale fighting continues against RUF 
rebels and junta forces. Group of RUF rebels pretends to sur¬ 
render in Kabala, then opens fire and loots town. • Thousands 
of refugees trapped against Liberian border by fighting. • 
Guinea deports 77 ex-junta soldiers for trial in Sierra Leone. 



ANGOLA 

General unrest: UNITA seizes control of strategic northeast 
crossroads town of Mussende, and key southern town of 
Chicomba, as fighting continues, after UNITA launches new 
offensive in July and captures 55 towns and villages. • 
African leaders denounce UNITA for causing new tensions in 
central Africa. • Human rights groups cite government and 
rebels with atrocities including rape, summary execution and 
forced conscription. 


♦ 


JAPAN 

Asian security: U.S. Defense Secretary Cohen warns 
further deterioration of Japanese economy threatens 
security of most of Asia. New Japanese Prime 
Minister Obuchi has not inspired confidence he can 
fix economic mess, financial analysts report. 


m 
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RWANDA 

Rebels killed: Army said it killed 290 rebels during 
two weeks in July, including top rebel commander 
Lieutenant Colonel Leonard NkuntifyG. 
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CHINA 

Closed-door trials: Government continues arrest¬ 
ing dissidents, ignoring calls to release them, con¬ 
ducting trials behind closed doors • Shanghai 
businessman Lin Hai arrested for providing infor¬ 
mation to exiled dissidents over Internet • Military 
business: Government insists it will enforce order 
for military to give up business empire • Former 
Beijing communist party chief Chen Xitong sen¬ 
tenced to 16 years in prison in nation’s largest cor¬ 
ruption trial; dissidents demand Xitong be executed 
as lesser convicted officials have been. • Hong Kong 
legislator Chim Pui-Chung sentenced to three years 
in prison for forging stock certificates. • Bombs 
away: Moslem separatists set off two bombs in 
Xinjiang on 8 July; bombers arrested and jailed. 


IRAN 

Weapons of Mass Destruction: Clinton signs order 28 July imposing 
sanction, cutting off aid to seven Russian research and production 
establishments accused to selling weapons and sensitive technologies 
to Iran, Libya and North Korea. • Israel names five Russian companies 
linked to the Shahab-3 missile program (range 800 km); Israel insists 
cutting Russian aid now will slow Shahab program; Iran insists program 
receives no foreign help, and will be completed regardless of Russian 
sanctions. • Israel warns Shahab-4 (range 1,200 miles) may be com¬ 
pleted by Iran in two years. Shahab-4 is based on Russian technology 
and not closely related to Shahab-3. 


8 - 

W AFGHANISTAN 

Taliban victories: Taliban Troops (in third offensive 
against north) capture Numousa, a key town in Faryab 
Province. Unlike previous offenses, in which Taliban out¬ 
ran supply lines leaving advanced troops vulnerable to 
counter attacks, Taliban advanced at deliberate pace, con¬ 
solidating each position before attacking the next. • 
Taliban troops overrun Daulatabad and Faizabad districts 
of Faryab Province, capturing 400 alliance troops. • 
Alliance troops in Balkh run up white flags and defect to 
Taliban. • 500 Alliance troops surrender to Taliban at 
Jumar Bazaar. • Taliban rejects any deal with Alliance other 
than unconditional surrender. • Taliban forces advance on 
border town of Haimtan. held by Dostam's Uzbek forces. 

‘ 
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INDIA 

Uranium seized: Indian police seize 
6kg of enriched uranium in Madras, 
believed stolen from Indian nuclear 
reactor. 
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NIGERIA 

New politics: Members of five official political par¬ 
ties, disbanded by the junta, form new United 
Nigerian Peoples Party. • Various tribal and ethnic 
groups form new political parties. Junta announces 
freedom for 1,000 political prisoners. • Pro¬ 
democracy groups complain Western countries 
becoming too friendly with junta. 



CUBA 

Assassination plot: Miami Herald reports of 
plot to assassinate Castro financed by Cuban 
exiles in Miami. Plot reportedly foiled in 
Dominican Republic after informant told FBI 
of plan. 

Wm 


COLOMBIA 

President Pastrana: Rebels launch 46 attacks in August before Pastrana takes 
office, capturing 110 soldiers and police. • Truck bomb explodes at airport as 
dignitaries arrive for Pastrana inauguration. Pastrana fires entire top military 
leadership and appoints General Fernando Tapias as new military chief. • 
Outgoing President Samper admits government assassinated 49 people between 
1991 and 1993, promising not to rest until responsible parties brought to justice. 
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KOREA 

General execution: North Korea executes 
four-star General Ri Bong-Won, the 50th top- 
ranking officer to be executed in past year • 
South Korea sacks commanders of First Fleet, 
68th Division, and 102nd Brigade for failing 
to block North Korean infiltration. 


c 
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ALBANIA 

Military draft: Government plans to draft twice as many 18-year- 
olds this year as in prior years, to prepare for future in increasingly 
unstable region. However, 70% of local officials belong to 
Democratic Party, and refuse to cooperate with socialist government 
in Tirana. • Albania receives $120-million aid package from Italy. 


World Sitrep is compiled in part from the biweekly 
newsletter For Your Eyes Only: An Open Intelligence 
Summary of Current Military Affairs. Published by 
Tiger Publications (P.O. Box 8759, Dept. SQF, 
Amarillo, Texas 79114-8759); subscriptions are S77 
per year (26 issues), $81.80 in Texas. Sample issue 
available for $3. Those interested in world intel are | 
encouraged to subscribe. 
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. r HERE IT IS! Ail nr milhary claarancHs, decorated Navy Seal team membei and 

Martial Arts Instructor, Frank Cuccl has been allowed to teach his proven hand-to- 
hand self-defense and weapons techniques to the public. Designed for men and A 
women these no-nonsense techniques show how to control, disable, or take out anB 
aggressive attacker with quick efficiency. His videos include all the training exercises and techniques® 
needed to master this superior lifesaving self-protection system. Don’t delay! Begin training with m 
i America’s elite Seal Team Instructor, Frank Cucci by oroes nq many 1 A must for all serious Martial Artists! I 
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m MARTIAL ARTS TRAINING VIDEOS f) 

ARTS TRAINING VIDEOS FEATURING THE WORLD'S GREATEST MASTERS" V 


^ AUTHENTIC RUSSIAN EH® 

COMB ATSAMBO g 

ULTIMATE GRAPPLING AND HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT TECHNIQUES!^ % 


LIMITED OFFER 
ANY 4 PANTHER 
VIDEOS ONLY 
. $99.99! 



STARRING SAMBO 
MASTER TONY LOPEZ 1 


& 

LEARN 

TO 

FIGHT 

FOR 

REAL! 


1. COMB a T*5A MSG VOLUME 1 — UL TIMA TE GRAPPLING - TOTAL BODY WORKOUT ROUTINE — ^ t 

This valuable tape teaches you the complete fitness routine used by the World’s toughest SAMBO fighters. Each COMPLETELY 

exercise is designed to build ultimate speed, power, agility, flexibility, reflexes, strength, balance, coordination, DOMINATE AND Ik - pft m 

stamina and more. Get in fighting shape by ordering today! ffflfWWTJTTTWJWTffl DESTROY YOUR 

#SAMB0-1.60 MIN.ONLY $49.95 ** ATTACKER 1 / V V 

2. COMBATS SAMBO VOLUME 2-ULTIMATE GRAPPLING-BLOCKINC AND STRIKING TECHNIQUES X f JL 

You will learn the lethal hand and foot strikes of SAMBO in conjunction with it’s unique blocking techniques ^0^ 

which are taught standing and when on the ground. Greatly increase your self-defense knowledge by ™ B I EARN 

ordering today! LJ. I J) 1 I J rn 

#SAMB0-2..48 MIN..ONLY $49.95 TU 

3. COMBATk SAMBO VOLUME 3 — ULTIMATE GRAPPUNG - LEG, ANKLE, ANO FOOT LOCKS rV- Y FIGHT 

When you master this tape, you are almost certain to never lose a street fight. Shgw$ FOR 

how to quickly go for the legs to apply excruciating joint locks. Also teaches the secret escapes and counter a STARRING SAMBO REAL! 

#SAMB^-3?. !°. Ck . S !.61 MIN.ONLY $49.95 V ~~ VIASTER TONY LOPEZ 

4. COMBAT*SAMBO VOLUME 4 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - ARMBAR AND WRIST LOCKS 

Master Lopez shows numerous armbar and wrist lock techniques designed to control and destroy your opponent. You will learn how to easily sucker your attacker into an 
armbar for quick victory, regardless of his size. Tape also teaches the secret escape and counters to these armbar and wrist techniques. 

#SAMB0-4.59 MIN.ONLY $49.95 §>j // // j r y /frfcf/V//f f7//f *Al 

5. COMBATk SAMBO VOLUME 5 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - LEG LOCK AND ARM LOCK FIGHTING COMBINATIONS 

This is it! In this outstanding video. Master Tony Lopez shows how to combine the leg lock techniques on Tape 3 with the arm locks on Tape 4 to create the most 
destructive grappling combinations ever witnessed. Learn how to completely dominate and control your opponent as you learn to move from leg locks to arm locks and 
arm locks to leg locks with blinding speed. Video also features many advanced techniques not shown on Tapes 3 & 4. A must for all Martial Artists who seek the winning 
edge in a street fight or competition! - 

#SAMB0-5.44 MIN.ONLY $49.95 

6. COMBATirSAMBO VOLUME 6 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - CHOKES , HEADLOCKS, AND NECK CRANKS 

Easily take out the biggest and most aggressive opponent with these lethal SAMBO techniques. Shows how to quickly move inside your opponents attack to finish him 
with a choke, headlock, or neck crank. Also shows the secret escapes from these deadly techniques. 

#SAMB0-6...54 MIN.ONLY $49.95 

^ 7. COMBAFkSAMBO VOLUME 7 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - THROWS, SWEEPS , AND TAKEDOWNS 

Instantly send your attacker to the ground with the sensational throws, sweeps, and take down techniques Russian SAMBO is famous for. Regard¬ 
less of how or what direction your opponent attacks from, he can be taken to the ground with the techniques and strategy presented on this tape. 
X - Also shows the secret counter moves and escapes against these techniques. 

#SAMB0-7...,..59 MIN.ONLY $49.95 

>. ‘ 8. COMBAT*SAMBO VOLUME 8 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - STREET SELF-DEFENSE 

t J . This dynamic tape shows how combat SAMBO is used to defend and counter against the most common street attacks including; punches, kicks, 


DESTRUCTIVE GRAPPLING MOVES! 


CONTROL YOUR 
’ OPPONENT! 


LEARN THE SECRETS OF 
RUSSIAN COMBAT SAMBO! 


w. 


*TONY 
LOPEZ 
INACTION! 


label holds, collar and wrist grabs, bear hugs, head locks, full nelson, ground fighting, and more. Also shows how to disarm 
H a gun, knife, or club wielding attacker. This video is a must for all Martial Artists! 

■ #SAMB0-8.60 MIN.ONLY $49.95 ,y, fpg&J 

W 9. COMBAT*SAMBO VOLUME 9 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - STREET FIGHTING DIRTY TRICKS , 

A nasty tape that shows how to win a life or death street fight. The secret COMBAT^rSAMBO techniques i 

shown in this video are the deadliest of the deadly when it comes to street survival. A 

#SAMB0-9.48 MIN.ONLY $49.95 . . 

\ 10 . COMBATit SAMBO VOLUME 10 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - DEFENSIVE GROUND FIGHTING 

* i This exceptional grappling tape shows how to own the ground. Includes never before seen techniques de- 
f signed to defeat the best wrestlers, JUDO, and Brazilian fighters! Teaches how to defend, escape, counter, wp 
F 1 and apply reversals against your opponents attacks. Includes techniques for quickly defeating the Brazilian . ' 

Guard and much more. 

y #SAMBO-10.53 MIN.ONLY $49.95 

11. COMB A T& SAMBO VDLUME11 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - OFFENSIVE GROUND FIGHTING f 

I This important video shows how to dominate your opponent on the ground with superior J jf £• 

COMBAT'A'SAMBO grappling techniques. It’s all here including; guard and mount positions, 
reversals, armbars, leg locks, chokes, submissions, and much more. Take full control of your oppo- 
nent with this sensational ground fighting tape! 

#SAMB0-11.60 MIN.ONLY $49.95 
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★ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-332-4442 ANYTIME, 7 DAYS A WEEK, 24 HOURS A DAY^ 


ANY 4 PANTHER VIDEOS ONLY $99.99... YOU SAVE $100.00! 


PANTHER PRODUCTIONS • 1010 Calle Negoelo • San Clemente, CA 92673 U.S.A 
| 1.800-332-4442 • Outside U.s. 1-714-498-7765 

Fax 1-714-492-7533 • Web Site: www.panthervideo.com 


PANTHER VIDEO TITLES 


ORDER# 


SHIPPING & HANDLING INFORMATION 

FOR SHIPPING. USE A STREET ADDRESS, NOT A P0 BOX. ALL SALES 
ARE FINAL. VIDEO TAPES ARE NON-RETURNABLE. ABSOLUTELY NO 
REFUNDS OR EXCHANGES ALLOWED. DEFECTIVE TAPES WILL BE 
REPLACED WITH SAME TITLE ONLY. *U.S. and Canada $6.00 first 
tape, $4.00 tor each additional tape. Outside U.S. & Canada Double I TATAI FNPI fKFn 
all Shipping & Handling charges. Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. ■ IUIHL cl,ULUOCU >***' 



SHIPPING & HANDLING 
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ON VIDEO 


R MORE! 
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★TO ORDER PANTHER VIDEOS USE ORDER FORM OR WITH CREDIT CARD CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-332-4442^ 

















































by John P. Cogburn 


The Woman Who Came In From The Cold 


It was a bitterly cold evening when I stepped out into Istanbul’s 
dimly lit city streets. My camouflage utilities were covered by a jog¬ 
ging suit as I trudged along the empty cobblestone avenue, its 
crevices filled with fresh snow. I gave a quick wave to the subma¬ 
chine-gun armed guard of the Turkish Gendarme as he stood against 
a stone wall to shield himself from the winter’s brisk winds. He 
acknowledged me with “Yakshamlar” (good evening), 
as he puffed away on a pungent Turkish Marlboro. 

The walk to my post was the same every 
midnight shift. The smell of fresh baked 
bread, brewing tea, and the thick haze 
of pollution created by coal-burning 
stoves and automobiles would 
sting the senses. I walked up to a 
steel Victorian gate and waved 
for the guard inside the com¬ 
pound to open the passage¬ 
way. The burly unshaven 
guard, with a handlebar mus¬ 
tache, rubbed the light fog 
off of the ballistic window, 
smiled, then buzzed the gate 
open. The white marble 
steps which led to the U.S. 

Consulate’s chancery build¬ 
ing were blackish-gray, thanks 
to the tiny coal ashes floating 
aimlessly through the air like the 
snow. The Marine Security Guard 
(MSG) on duty clicked the door 
open before I could reach for the han¬ 
dle. I looked up to the security camera 
and waved as I shook off brown snow. 

Post One of the Consulate was manned 24 
hours by one Marine after business hours. I quickly 
slipped off my jogging suit and retrieved my pistol belt, PR- 
24 night stick, and State Department-issued .38-caliber revolver, 
loaded with hydra-shock bullets. I relieved Corporal Rodriguez (who 
had already changed into civvies in anticipation of being relieved) 
and accounted for the post’s property/combination cards for the 
spooks’ offices and safes in case of an emergency, digital pager sys¬ 
tem for diplomatic staff, classified binder of terrorist threat reports, 
keys for the consulate, and a rather generous weapons safe containing 
UZI 9mm submachine guns, Mini-14s, shotguns, CS/CN grenades 
and launchers, pistols and combat gear for the entire MSG 
Detachment, and enough ammunition to instigate and maintain a 
small war. Then, the telephone rang. 

“American Consulate, Istanbul, Turkey, Marine Security Guard 
Post One, may I help you, sir?” 

The Turkish telephone operator/interpreter advised me that a 
woman was outside and that she wanted to enter the compound 
because there was an emergency. I asked the operator if the woman 
was an American citizen and he said that the guard at the front gate 
couldn’t communicate with her because of a language barrier. I hes¬ 
itated for a moment, then told the operator to tell the guards to let 


her in. After all, she would be searched at the front gate, I was sur¬ 
rounded by ballistic glass and concrete, and I had plenty of rounds 
to send downrange if necessary. 

I watched the woman waddle up the steps bundled up in a scarf, 
knit cap and ankle-length coat. She was wearing Coke-bottle bifo¬ 
cals and smiled in relief when she entered the door in front of my 
post. I dismissed the Turkish guard and the woman 
approached the counter after removing her knit 
cap and scarf. Her hair was curled as if she 
had just left an appointment with the hair¬ 
dresser from hell. 

She rattled off something I 
couldn’t understand, so I leaned in 
closer to the glass. 

“Slow down.” I raised my 
hands, gesturing to her that I 
had no idea what she had 
just said. 

“Ma’am, do you speak 
English?” 

“ Nyet!” she replied, then 
handed me a red passport 
embossed with gold Russian 
writing. Under the Cyrillic 
characters was “Diplomatic 
Passport” written in French. 

I opened an index card box 
containing several different lan¬ 
guage cards and removed the set 
of cards marked Russian. 

On one side was English and the 
other was Russian. Each statement and 
choice of answers were marked with num¬ 
bers to correspond in English and Russian. I 
handed her the first card and she pointed to the 
answer indicating she wanted to speak to an official from the 
Consulate, and this wasn’t an official visit. She was constantly look¬ 
ing over her shoulder and she fidgeted during our Tonto-meets- 
Custer encounter. 

Now my adrenaline was pumping. I had a “walk-in,” as they 
were referred to in diplomatic lingo. We passed several more cards 
through the small opening between the counter and ballistic glass. 
She then pointed to the word Spanish which was the answer to a 
question asking if she was fluent in any other languages. 

“Corporal Rodriguez” were the first words racing through my 
mind. He had just been relieved from duty and now was probably 
comfortably kicked-back watching a movie at the Marine House. 

“Tom, it’s John. I need you to get back here right now,” I said 
sternly. 

“What’s going on?” 

“I can’t tell you over the phone, just get over here.” I hung up the 
phone and smiled toward the woman to try to comfort her. I then pushed 
the pager numbers for the MSG Detachment Commander and the 
Diplomatic Regional Security Officer to apprise them of the situation. 

Rodriguez rang again, his Latin temper flaring. He didn’t digest 
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too well the fact that a lance corporal was 
ordering a corporal to get back to the con¬ 
sulate — “right now!” I changed the tone of 
my voice from a command to concern. “I 
need you here, ASAP.” 

Minutes later, Rodriguez arrived, bang¬ 
ing on the rear window of Post One. He 
didn’t use the front entrance because he 
didn’t know what type of situation he was 
coming into, so he used the emergency 
response route to make certain that Post 
One was secure before he entered the con¬ 
sulate. I told him all was clear, and briefed 
him at Post One while the woman nervous¬ 
ly paced the small foyer area in front of us. 

Corporal Rodriguez brought the woman 
inside the chancery after running her 
through a metal detector, which seemed to 
amuse her because she had to pass through 
several times. 

While Rodriguez interviewed her in the 
ornate waiting area, I answered the incom¬ 
ing phone calls. The first call was from the 
Detachment Commander. We communicat¬ 
ed through a secret list of code words, num¬ 
bers and names to get our point across, since 
all phone lines were considered unsecured. 
The Gunny advised me that he was coming 
in. The RSO phoned next, and he wasn’t in 
any mood to talk in codes or search to find 
his code sheet to match what I was saying, 
so he bluntly said in his New Orleans accent, 
“Just tell me what country she’s from.” 

“Russia.” He hung up. 

Corporal Rodriguez returned and the 
woman started dressing back into her coat 
and knit cap. “She and her husband want to 
defect. They were stationed in Cuba for a 
long time, that’s why she speaks Spanish,” 
Rodriguez explained. “She wants to go now 
or someone will know that she’s missing.” 
He placed Xerox copies of the woman’s 
passport and other identification papers on 
the counter in front of me. “She wants to 
meet at Taxim Square tomorrow evening 
with her husband.” 

We watched the woman walk down the 
marble steps, and followed her in the 
mobile security cameras until she disap¬ 
peared around a foggy comer. I turned to 
Rodriguez and we slapped a high five. 

“We should get a Navy Achievement 
Medal or Navy Commendation outta this,” 
he speculated as he started writing his inci¬ 
dent report. 


The next day, the Detachment 
Commander called the Marine House and 
ordered the entire MSG Detachment to 
report to the consulate. We mustered on the 
top floor of “the bubble,” a room guaran¬ 
teed free from eavesdropping by cloak-and- 
dagger types. I was the last to enter the 
room, and I was surprised to see the Russian 
woman sitting at the head of the table, this 
time wearing a huge grin. 

“You performed excellent on the drill,” 
the woman said, after introducing herself as 
a language specialist for the CIA. She didn’t 
look half-bad with the wig removed and a 
little make-up — or maybe I’d been away 
from the States too long. 

Later that day, as I walked down the mar¬ 
ble steps, I thought to myself, “Man, it would 
be nice to know Russian,” in a hindsight 
evaluation of the incident. 

Wishes do come true. Three months later, 
the Detachment Commander summoned me 
to the Consulate expeditiously. When I 
arrived, I was handed a message marked 
SECRET, ordering me to report to the 
American Embassy in Moscow, USSR. An 
espionage incident had just occurred involv¬ 
ing the Marine Detachment (Lonetiee and 
Bracy) and I was one of 29 MSGs from 
tliroughout MSGBN that were being sent to 
relieve the Moscow Detachment. I was to 
leave within 48 hours and report to Company 
Headquarters in Frankfurt, Germany, and I 
could tell no one. Upon arrival at Company 
HQ, I was “welcomed” aboard with the 28 
other Moscow replacements with open arms, 
room restriction, and orders to say nothing 
about our new assignments. We were told, 
“You’re the cream of the crop from the battal¬ 
ion. You were hand-picked and selected by the 
State Department and Marine Corps, but, 
before we send you to Moscow, you have to 
be cleared.” 

“Cleared” meant that we (the cream) had 
to be polygraphed by the NIS and pass a 
psychological interview and exam; two 
days’ worth of questions in empty cottages 
concerning untruthfulness, espionage, and 
homosexuality. 

Planting my signature on a waiver of my 
constitutional rights cleared the path for my 
assignment to Moscow. 

John Cogburn is a deputy sheriff in 
South Florida. X 



Author in 
uniform 
(far right) on 
the first day of 
his assignment 
in Istanbul 
Turkey. The 
proper handling 
of a Russian 
“defector” was 
rewarded with 
an assignment 
in Russia. 
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the * ate surnmer °f 1970, the secret 
L war in southern Laos had taken a turn 
” ■ for the worse. The North Vietnamese 
Army had seized the region’s most crucial 
terrain, the Bolovens Plateau, overrunning 
several CIA airfields and forward bases. 

At an emergency meeting in Bangkok, 
the CIA’s senior war planner told the visit¬ 
ing Chief SOG, Colonel John “Skip” 
Sadler, that two CIA-supported H’mong 
tribal battalions were trying to recapture the 
most important strongpoint on the Bolovens 
Plateau, and “were getting the bejesus 
kicked out of them daily.” With each pass¬ 
ing day the danger grew that the entire 
H’mong force would be annihilated and 
with it any chance of recapturing southern^ 
Laos. In this critical situation, the CIA offi-" 
cer asked, could SOG insert a Hatchet Force 
raider company some 40 miles from the con¬ 
tested strongpoint, and kick up such a ruckus 
in the NVA’s rear that it would draw the 
enemy away? 

There certainly wasn’t an organization 
more fitting for such a top secret, covert mis¬ 
sion. The Studies and 
Observations Group, or SOG, 
based in South Vietnam, had 
been running American-led 
covert operations into: Laos, 
Gtunfebdia andNorth Vietnam for 
five years. Raiding the heavily 
occupied Ho Chi Mirih Trail cor¬ 
ridor of eastern Laos was no* 
small request, but on the other 
hand here was virgin territory: No 
SOG raider company had ever 
been so deep in Laos, so the possi¬ 
bilities seemed lucrative. But, 
SOG chief Sadler noted, the target 


was beyond: SOG s authorized 


* ? 


(above) Each of the three USMC HH- 
53s carried one SOG raider platoon 
for the 60-mile flight into Laos, (left) 
SOG's Go. B Hatchet Force, Montag- 
nards lead by U.S. Special Forces 
NCOs and olficers, boards USMC 
helos at Dak To, South Vietnam, for 
insertion deep into Laos to divert NVA 
troops from friendly forces. 
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operations area and they’d need special approval from the U.S. 
ambassador in Vientiane. “He’s already approved it,” the CIA offi¬ 
cer announced. With the concurrence of the U.S. commander in 
Vietnam, General Creighton Abrams, Operation Tailwind, as it was 
codenamed, was a “go.” 

At Kontum, South Vietnam, Company B, Command and Control 

Central (CCC), 5th Special Forces Group, was - 

alerted on 4 September 1970. Leading Operation 
Tailwind would be an older officer built like a 
stevedore but with a friendly small-town 
demeanor. Captain Eugene McCarley. Called 
“personable” and “intelligent” by his men, 

McCarley was grounded in tactics, a confident 
former NCO with several Vietnam tours. 

McCarley’s 120-man SOG Hatchet Force company was oiganized 
similarly to a U.S. infantry unit, except American Green Berets filled 
the NCO and officer positions, and the foot soldiers were either 
Chinese Nungs or, as in B Company’s case, Montagnard tribesmen. 

Since the target area lay 60 miles northwest of SOG’s Dak To 
launch site, an impractical distance for Hueys to ferry so large a 
force, SOG looked for heavy CH-53 Sikorskys to insert the raider 
company in a single lift. The only CH-53 squadron in South Vietnam 
was HMH-463, a USMC Sea Stallion outfit in Da Nang. Though 
lacking cross-border experience, they’d have to do. 

Operation Tailwind 

Escorted by 12 USMC twin-engined Cobra gunships, on 11 
September the big Marine Sikorskys picked up Company B’s 16 
Americans and 110 Montagnards. refueled at Dak To, and took off. 
Operation Tailwind was underway. 

The helicopter armada paralleled the remote border for 50 miles 
then turned west into the high mountains of Laos and almost imme¬ 
diately NVA gunners began tracking them, spraying the air with 
heavy machine guns. Inside the semi-trail¬ 
er-size cargo compartments, bullets 
cracked through 


the floors amid the din of whining turbines, hit after hit after hit, 
sounding like someone shooting a tin can with a BB gun, but the 
huge choppers just kept lumbering between the jungled hills and 
limestone bluffs. 

Inside one bird, blood sprayed on the ceiling and a Yard col¬ 
lapsed, badly wounded; everyone backed away while a medic treat¬ 
ed him. Then another round penetrated and another man randomly 
fell, then another. Then the choppers slowed and began a wide orbit 
while Marine Cobras fired white phosphorous rockets to mask 
them from anti-aircraft guns. The 
Stallions circled down, then 
the shotting 


almost stopped and the ramp doors dropped, disclosing a bright sun 
and lush green countryside. Beneath a sky alive with fighters and 
gunships, the Hatchet Force men trotted to a woodline as the Sea 
Stallions lifted away. For the next three days, each day, all day. 
Cobras or A-ls or AC-130 Spectres would be overhead. 

Captain McCarley wasted not a minute and immediately began 

Ignoring his own injuries and the 
continuing fire, Rose crawled over and treated them. 
When others slept, Rose worked; when others ate, Rose 
worked. He never complained, just saved lives. 


aggressively advancing northwest, because he knew any hesitation 
would allow the NVA to fix them, shell them and overrun them. So 
long as he kept them moving, McCarley kept the initiative. 

As quickly as they left the Landing Zone they heard field tele¬ 
phones ringing; maneuvering toward the sound, the Hatchet Force 
men hit an NVA squad that fired a few rounds and fled. Then the point 
squad reported bunkers; they were just a quarter-mile from their LZ. 

Battlefield Bonanza 

McCarley swung two platoons into a defensive perimeter while 
several squads swept through to see what they’d found. “It was 
amazing,” said Specialist Five Craig Schmidt. A 500-yard-long line 
of earthen bunkers was crammed with 6-foot-long 122mm and 
140mm rockets, thousands of them, intended for bombarding Da 
Nang and Chu Lai, 100 miles to the east. 

But that would not happen now. Hurriedly, Schmidt and Sergeant 
First Class Jim Brevelle laid a demolition charge in each of the 20 
bunkers, linking them all together with det cord and dual-priming 
with time-delay detonators. As the company headed out, they lit the 
30-minute fuzes. 

Company B had marched 1,000 yards west when an explosion 
shook the ground followed by 30 secondaries, the prettiest music a 
Special Forces demo man can hear. Rockets would continue to cook 
off for 12 hours with the resounding echoes announcing a challenge: 
Come on down, try to stop us; unless you come soon, we’ll destroy 
everything within 10 miles. 

One NVA platoon took the challenge. McCarley shot it out 
with them for an hour then backed off, called 
several sets of fighters in on them, then 
swung around and continued heading west. 
The fight had left several Montagnards seri¬ 
ously wounded, so the Hatchet Force secured an LZ for mede- 
vac. Before a chopper could get there, 150 NVA massed and assault¬ 
ed; the Hatchet Force fought them off, pounded them with air and, 
carrying their wounded along, began marching west again. 

By now it was almost dark, time to set up a perimeter for the 


Sea 


Skyraiders over Laos, where 
they provided crucial support of 
the embattled Hatchet Force, 
(jnsel) USAF 1st Lt.Tom Stump, 
A-1 pilot who was awarded a 
DFC for his spectacular flying in 
suppressing enemy fire to allow 
extraction of outnumbered SOG 
force. 
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Aboard one Marine chopper, SOG command element cammos 
up. Commander Capt. Eugene McCarley (at right), medic Gary 
Michael Rose (center). 


night — at least that’s what the NVA expected. Determined not to 
stop long enough for the enemy to mass superior forces against 
them, McCarley kept Company B moving. 

A Moving Target 

All night the Hatchet Force bumped into NVA squads and each 
time either a salvo from AC-130 gunships or a quick assault forced 
them aside. Nothing would stop the Hatchet Force. If they encoun¬ 
tered NVA in strength, McCarley called air and swung right or left 
but kept moving. That whole night they marched west, deeper into 
Laos — and the farther they marched the bigger a threat they posed, 
and the better they performed their diversionary role. 

By dawn, nine of the 16 Americans and even more Montagnards 
had been wounded. The Hatchet Force medic, Sergeant Gaiy 
Michael Rose, patched them up and kept them going. 

Not long after sunrise they hit a small delay position with five 
NVA, then another 40 NVA hit their left flank supported by mortars 
and rocket launchers. Company B fought through the delay position 
and called air strikes on the others. 

By midday the company was walking a ridge a half-mile above 
Highway 165 when the jungle thinned and they could see the road 
and hundreds of NVA in a long column and a dozen trucks parallel¬ 
ing them. McCarley called in A-l Skyraiders, destroying the trucks 
and scattering the infantry. “From the amount of men I saw on that 
road,” Craig Schmidt thought, “if they ever really knew where we 
were at, they could take us out.” 

To keep the enemy guessing, the tactically adroit McCarley kept 
off roads and main trails, hurrying instead along streambeds, small 
paths or' thinly vegetated ridges. And each time the NVA blocked 
the Hatchet Force, he pounded them with Skyraiders or Cobras or 
Phantoms and bypassed them. 

With more than two dozen wounded, some seriously, movement 
was becoming impeded. To medevac the worst cases, a CH-53 
arrived with two medics aboard, Staff Sergeant John Padgett and 
Sergeant John Browne. Heavy NVA fire greeted the big Sikorsky, 
slapping slugs through its thin aluminum skin. 

Lying on the CH-53’s lowered ramp, Browne held Padgett by 
the belt while he reached for the wounded Yards as the Hatchet 
Force medic, Gary Michael Rose, offered them up. Before the first 
casualty was aboard, enemy fire surged and the pilot had to climb 
away, banked right, and an RPG hit the Sikorsky amidship. Padgett 
is convinced God rode with that CH-53, for the anti-tank rocket 
punched through the bird’s belly, flew through the cabin and 
through a gas tank, spewing high octane fuel on everyone, but it 
didn’t detonate. The chopper limped about five miles and sat down 
hard in the middle of an empty bunker area. Twenty minutes later 
another CH-53 came in, and while the crews and medics climbed 


ladders, enemy .51-caliber machine guns opened fire. They man¬ 
aged to fly away but five minutes later made a forced landing, the 
second CH-53 lost that day. Yet another helicopter rescued them. 

The young Hatchet Force medic, Gary Rose, was now heavily 
pressed, hustling to keep men alive, helping carry the worst cases 
himself; several times he charged through fire to treat fallen 
Montagnards or Americans. “Many times he had three or four of 
five wounded at once,” Craig Schmidt said. 

Their second night they had to get some rest. Captain McCarley 
had them dig in on a knoll overlooking the road, the highest ground 
he could find. NVA probes began just after dusk, mostly RPGs 
lobbed from the darkness, answered by claymores and Spectre gun- 
ship fire. Few men slept. 

A Rose Is A Rose, Is A Rose 

One RPG rocket burst near Craig Schmidt, the demo man, and 
Gary Rose, the medic, spraying both with shrapnel. Two nearby 
Montagnards were severely wounded. Ignoring his own injuries 
and the continuing fire, Rose crawled over and treated them. When 
others slept. Rose worked; when others ate, Rose worked. He never 
complained, just saved lives. “He was doing whatever it took to do 
the job,” Schmidt said. 

It was a given the NVA would attack in strength at dawn, so Capt. 
McCarley had them up and underway an hour before daylight. It was 
long and arduous, but Day Three went like Day Two, with the 
advancing SOG company parrying enemy blows, destroying stock¬ 
piles whenever encountered, and continuing to march westward. 

By the next morning, most Hatchet Force men were so tired they 
wanted to die. They’d fought their way through thick jungle, 15 miles 
cross-country since landing, an extraordinary pace. That fourth morn¬ 
ing they’d marched west another three hours when the point took fire 
from a few NVA who then fled into a bunker area. McCarley felt it 
was his to seize so he ordered an attack. After softening the NVA 
positions with air strikes and small-arms fire, the Hatchet Force men 
advanced. Craig Schmidt and another squad leader, Sergeant Manuel 
Orozco, got their troops on line, and assaulted. The enemy fell back, 
abandoning a battalion-size basecamp but for two bunkers held by 
cut-off NVA. While fire kept the NVAs’ heads down, two Yards crept 
forward and rolled grenades inside. 

The basecamp was seized, but by now the friendly wounded had 
risen to 49 — nearly 50% casualties — and the sole overworked 
medic, Doc Rose, himself wounded twice, could barely keep up 
with the work. 

While Rose performed miracles, the rest of the Hatchet Force 
searched the basecamp’s many hootches and bunkers. Fifty-four 
NVA bodies were discovered but none yielded significant intelli¬ 
gence. Along with four trucks, they found a 120mm mortar and 
nine tons of rice. 



One hooch in the NVA “Binh Tram,” overrun by the SOG force shortly 
before extraction. 
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One CH-53 landed and lifted away with the most badly wound¬ 
ed and the captured documents. NVA mortars began pounding the 
LZ, answered by F-4 Phantoms that dropped a dozen napalm canis¬ 
ters in a single pass. USAF First Lieutenant Tom Stump, who would 
received a Distinguished Flying Cross for his actions, maneuvered 
his A-l beneath low clouds and between jungled buttes to dump 
cluster bombs and napalm across swarms of closing enemy soldiers. 

Rather than get bogged down defending the threatened LZ, 
McCarley led his two remaining platoons to yet another LZ, where 
Cobra and Skyraider fire and a sudden landing generated only mod¬ 
erate groundfire. A second platoon climbed into a CH-53 for a clean 
getaway. NVA by the hundreds were now streaming out of the hills 
and let loose a nearly constant barrage. 

Down to his last platoon, McCarley boldly repeated his tactic of 
abandoning one LZ to go to a new one. The Cobras and A-Is hit 
ahead and behind the last 40 Hatchet Force men as they ran, pound¬ 
ing the NVA with rockets, canons, tear gas and cluster bombs. 

Last Man Out 

By the time McCarley reached a field of elephant grass large 
enough to accommodate a CH-53, he learned the helicopter’s station 
time had almost expired; get out fast, he was told, or start evading. 


Most Significant«. Intelligence 

Then one search party called Capt. McCarley to a large bunker 
12 feet below ground: Inside were maps covering the walls and hun¬ 
dreds of pounds of documents stored in footlockers and pouches. 
Clearly this was more than a battalion basecamp — it was a major 
logistical command center, probably the headquarters that con¬ 
trolled nearby Highway 165. “Pack up all the documents,” 
McCarley ordered; they would carry them out. Less than 30 minutes 
after seizing the camp, Company B was moving west again. In their 
wake, demolition charges went off, destroying the four trucks. 

After leaving the camp, they were stalked by the NVA at every turn 
and by now, four days into the mission, FACs overhead could see 
enemy units converging on Company B from two directions. At this 
point, every American had been wounded and several men, like 
Schmidt and Rose, had multiple wounds. It was time to get out. To 
expedite movement, McCarley abandoned the jungle for a smooth road 
and poured on the speed. An NVA squad attempted to delay them but a 
quick airstrike and aggressive assault ended that. Then came word that 
the Marine CH-53s had launched and would be there in 30 minutes. 

Despite his fatigue, McCarley fought smart and refused to use 
the first LZ they came upon, where enemy gunners on high ground 
too easily could fire down on the huge Sikorskys. Just before the 
choppers arrived. Company B encircled another LZ while a SOG 
man riding with the FAC, William “Country” Grimes, brought in A- 
ls led by USAF Major Art Bishop with CBU-30 tear gas bomblets 
to blind anti-aircraft gunners. 


With NVA close behind, the SOG men trot¬ 
ted into the 6-foot-high grass just as that 
welcome bird came in for them. 

Captain McCarley was the last man to 
climb aboard. 

The extraction had been extraordinary, 
requiring strikes from 72 U.S. fighters, near¬ 
ly a half-million pounds of bombs, rockets 
and napalm. “If it wasn’t for the air cover,” one Company B veter¬ 
an said, “there’s no way we would have got out of there.” The SOG 
men had nothing but praise for the A-l aviators and Marine pilots 
who flew repeatedly through heavy fire but never flinched. “Cool, 
real cool,” was how one SOG man described them. 

Company B had suffered three Montagnards killed and 33 
wounded, along with all 16 Americans wounded. In three days of 
heavy fighting they had killed 144 NVA, wounded another 50, with 
an estimated 288 enemy killed by air. 

CIA leaders were “most appreciative” that SOG’s diversion, 
indeed, had saved their threatened H’mong force, which recaptured 
the lost strongpoint. But that sentiment went unshared by senior 
MACV officers, who complained that three multi-million-dollar 
CH-53s had been lost. 

Then the captured documents were examined by the MACV J-2 
who found not nuggets but the mother lode: 400 pages contained 
what the U.S. command’s most senior intelligence officer called “the 
most significant collateral intelligence on the [Ho Chi Minh Trail] 
since the beginning of the war.” Major General Potts, the MACV J~ 
2, “was beside himself,” SOG Lieutenant Colonel Galen Radke said. 


Continued on page 69 


Tailwind commander Capt. Eugene McCarley, 
left, shows strain — and pride — of four days 
of intense fighting. Guts and choppers, not gas 
and chemicals, brought the hatchet force back, 
(left) Operation Tailwind medic Rose, center, 
single-handedly treated 60 wounded men, 
although himself wounded three times. His 
DSC is now being reconsidered for the MOH. 
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ussians will often brag that they 
were the first to recognize that 
there are few things as unavoid* 
able in life as death and taxes. 

Death, the Russians say, can 
come as a welcomed relief after an 
all-night KGB interrogation of a 
botched coup, for example. Taxes, 
on the other hand, are best avoid¬ 
ed ... period. 

That is, unless of course, your 
name is Sergey Almazov. 

Almazov is Russia’s top tax 
cop, and earlier this year he made 
a dire statement. Tax-related crime 
in Russia, he said, had crossed “that critical 
borderline beyond which the threat to the 
state’s economic security had become a 
harsh reality.” 

That was all we needed to hear, and as 
the United States Congress was beginning 


to hear testimony intended to tame the 
sometimes out-of-control tactics of our 
own Internal Revenue Service (IRS), SOF 
flew off to Moscow to spend some time 
with the Russian Federation tax police to 
get an idea of how Ivan collects taxes 
behind the Vodka Curtain. 

“Because so few people and businesses 
actually pay all the taxes they are supposed 
to, we’ve had to resort to other tactics to get 
their attention,” said Aleksi Poshupkin, 
spokesman for the Federation tax police. 
“The government is broke. We need money, 
and many of those who owe us are not will¬ 
ing to pay. Therefore we must sometimes use 
fear and armed force. Believe me, if we come 
to your door at three o’clock in the morning. 


you will pay us everything you owe.” 

And yet, even with the nightly news 
showing balaclavaed tax police using power 
saws to cut through the doors of businesses 
suspected of tax evasion, the tax ministry 
and the Yeltsin government have done little 
to break the headlong rush to make tax eva¬ 
sion the national pastime. 

Most people here still view the state as 
they did in the Soviet era — as an intrusive, 
thieving entity that is best outwitted or 
ignored. Anyone who openly declares his 
income to tax authorities is considered a fool. 

Russians commonly justify their tax eva¬ 
sion on the grounds that the rates are exces¬ 
sive. But Russia’s tax rates are comparable 
to the rest of Eastern Europe’s. One of 
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Moscow’s English-language newspapers 
recently ran an article stating that currently, 
anyone in Russia who earns more than 
$8,000 annually faces a 35% tax rate with¬ 
out any deductions. Hungarians with a sim¬ 
ilar income, for example, face a 42% tax 
with no deductions. 

Taxed If Caught 

The real problem is that Russia imposes 
a dizzying variety of taxes, constantly 
changes the rules, and enforces them arbi¬ 
trarily. In one recent survey, companies 
cited three main reasons for resorting to 
unreported cash or barter transactions: 
capricious tax collection, an unreliable 
banking system, and the need to have a 
source of untraceable funds for bribes. 

From huge, state-run industries that owe 
billions in back pay to average citizens who 
keep rubles hidden under the mattress, 
Russians have taken to tax dodging as they 
adapt to the thrills and spills of a market 
economy. 

Earlier this past summer, the Kremlin 
announced that government revenues for 
1998 would come up short a staggering 
30%, creating a multi-billion-dollar deficit 
blamed largely on tax evasion. 

As a result, millions of Russians who 
rely on government checks, from soldiers to 
mine workers to senior citizens, will not get 
paid on time. If tax money and paychecks 
don’t start flowing soon, SOF was told, 
there are fears the country could face a long 
winter of social unrest. 

“Nothing,” according to top tax cop 
Almazov, “gives greater incentive to tax 
cheats than the knowledge that our laws 
are weak.” Almazov claimed that, in nine 


(opposite) Business has come to Russia: per¬ 
haps biggest business is avoiding plethora of 
VAT, excise, import, export, income taxes. While 
Russian Tax Ministry presses government for 
new laws, they enforce existing laws as best 
they can. Here they pose with the toys of 
enforcement, (left) Tax Ministry agents received 
suitable equipment from Army, such as this 
Krinkov and experimental bulletproof helmet. 
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Russian revenue agent bought this truckload 
of bootleg booze, with bogus tax stamps, 
from alcohol wholesale warehouse. When 
money changed hands his colleagues moved 
in. (Inset) Tax agents inventory buy. 


out of 10 cases, criminals managed to go 
unpunished. 

“In many cases even that one out of 10 
was not punished in accordance with the 
severity of the crime,” Almazov said. “This 
is due to the weakness of our legislation. We 
can’t go around beating and threatening 
every Russian who owes the treasury 100 
rubles, but we must get people to pay what 
they owe.” 

“Our position,” Almazov stressed, “is as 
follows — tax legislation must be milder 
but responsibility for its violation should be 
harsher” 

The new Russian Federation criminal 
code has largely disappointed them. It pro¬ 
vides for shorter imprisonment for tax-relat¬ 
ed crimes, does not envisage confiscation of 
property (although to date this practice has 
not stopped), does not halt the escape of 
funds abroad, and does not envisage a law on 
bringing this money back home to Russia, 


Fishing With A Holed Net 

A logical question arises: Does Moscow 
seriously want to put an end to tax crime? 
Tens of millions of dollars a year are escap¬ 
ing to offshore banks in Hungary, Cyprus 
and Switzerland. The tax services cannot 
halt that flow or turn to their colleagues 
abroad for legal assistance, because Russia 
has not yet signed some necessary conven¬ 
tions in this sphere. In 1993 the Russian 
presidency issued a corresponding edict, but 
to this day the foreign ministry has done lit¬ 
tle to speed up its implementation. 

Russians once made heroes of those who 
fought capitalism, Yankee imperialism and 
died in the name of Communism, Almazov 
explained. “Today, it seems, it’s the tax 
cheat who is called a hero ” he said. 

“At the same time,” Almazov continued, 
“the tax police are pictured as something 
akin to the notorious squads that confiscated 
food from peasants [under Lenin’s decree] ” 


strength. We needed a miracle. 

“I can’t promise you anything with a 
raid,” Poshupkin told us, “but why don’t 
you meet me at our shop? That should hold 
you for a day or two.” 

Selling The Spoils 

Like their American law-enforcement 
counterparts, the Russian tax police have 
taken to selling off large amounts of goods 
confiscated from tax cheats. 

Located off Leninsky Prospect, just 
south of the Kremlin, the retail shop, known 
simply as “Arrears,” resembles a 1960s-era 
Sears surplus store. 

Fur coats compete for space next to 
snow tires, VCRs, 286-computers and chil¬ 
dren’s sneakers. There are even a few slight¬ 
ly worn bikinis hanging next to a small shelf 
stuffed with cellular telephones and fake 
Rolex watches. 

“A man could get a complete outfit here 
for about $15,” said Vladimir Lipov, 
Arrears’ manager. 

With about $20,000 a month in sales, 
Arrears is not going to balance the Russian 
budget any time soon. But Lipov said the 
store was selling a strong but simple message 
along with its bargain-priced wares: “When 
someone comes here and buys a computer or 
a copy machine, he gets a bargain,” Lipov 
said. “But he also knows that it could be his 
watch, his wife’s fur or VCR that’s on our 
shelves if he doesn’t pay his taxes.” 

That’s great, we responded in a sarcastic 
tone, but what do we have to do in order to 
get out with the tax police? SOF had already 
endured a week of false starts and baseless 
promises, and although the mainstream 
press was having a field day following the 
antics of the tax ministry SWAT team as they 
raided the offices of well-known Russian 
entrepreneurs and the penthouses of foreign 
businessmen, we were stuck watching over¬ 
weight Russian housewives searching 
through the confiscated underwear of some 
rich tax cheat. Even an afternoon of pho- 


Tax agents video evidence, here a 
His reaction? He offered to get 
discuss it later, as we’ll be seeing 


stamp, while warehouse watchman looks on. 
a new video camera. Their reaction? We can 
other... 


Russia’s newspapers and television flews 
broadcasts were flooded with new, more dire 
threats for those evading taxes. With Xenia 
Pavlova, SOF 's new, improved ancj better- 
built translator in tow, we began pounding 
on doors at the tax ministry attempting to get 
permission to go out on a tax raid. 

Nothing, we soon discovered, had ever 
proven so difficult. SOF was in tough com¬ 
petition for space on a raid with every media 
outlet in the former Soviet Union, as well as 
all three major U.S. TV networks. Xenia 
was pressed into service, and asked to use 
every ounce of her charm to give us a fight¬ 
ing chance. 

Days passed. Moscow was sweltering 
through the worst heat wave in nearly 27 
years, and with no air-conditioning to be 
found, the 95-plus degree temperatures 
were quickly draining our spirit^ and 
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tographing nervous Russians carrying shop¬ 
ping bags of old receipts lining up in the 
dark, stifling-hot hallways of the ministry to 
be audited didn’t satisfy our needs. 

Our only hope, we told Xenia, was to 
let them see our faces every day until they 
got tired of us and gave in. Thankfully it 
didn’t take long. 

“Let me explain to you the makeup of 
the tax ministry law-enforcement branch,” 
Poshupkin said. “We have a federal police 
unit, made up of an elite force who get the 
same training and funding as our OMON 
troops. Then, every oblast (region) has its 
own tax police collection unit. Those 
groups, such as in Moscow, are usually a 
joint police task force. We use local police 
as our force, and team them together with 
tax specialists from our local offices.” 

No Statutory Patience 

On our way over to the tax police train¬ 
ing center, we told Poshupkin about the tax 
situation in America, and how groups such 
as Posse Comitatus and the Freemen had 
sprung up and refused to pay taxes or rec¬ 
ognize the validity of the federal govern¬ 
ment. We also explained how Congress was 
looking into the questionable practices of 
the IRS. We then told him how many times 
members of those groups have taken to 
armed standoff to prevent law enforcement 
from arresting them. 

“No one would be that stupid in Russia,” 
Poshupkin laughed. “Our police don’t have 
time for such things as waiting weeks for 
someone to surrender. They have to go 
home and be with their families. We would 
get them out of there one way or another.” 

After touring the nearly empty tax police 
training facility, we again lucked out when 
SOF was given a chance to meet with the 
armory officer and photograph the min¬ 
istry’s special entry team. 

“This is a special bulletproof helmet that 
was designed by the army but never put into 
service,” said armory officer Victor 
Chuiilov, as we toured the equipment room. 
“It protects the entire face and the back of 
the head from gunshots. This glass can 
withstand a double strike from a 


A Fifth of Vodka, no Fifth of Amendment: “We 
know what was going on here, so it’s better if 
we write it in clear Russian” noted joint task 
force detective Andre Kisin. The suspect then 
agrees with what I’ve written and he signs it.” 
Warehouse watchman (right) and other 
employees obligingly sign confessions. 




Busted: Warehouse owner calmly lights a smoke while tax agents count some $250,000 worth of 
rubles found in box under cash register, (right) Agent points out counterfeit tax stamps to owner. 
Owner calls his lawyer from cell phone (below). 




Kalashnikov round. Our men wear this 
when we go after enterprises which are con¬ 
trolled by organized crime.” 

“These pistols here,” Churilov pointed 
out, “are standard police issue. Nothing spe¬ 
cial. Our bulletproof vests are also from the 
army. That’s our entry equipment. Ropes. 
Clamps. Mountain climbing gear for tall 
buildings. We even have this Stihl saw we 
can use to get into safes and doors that don’t 
want to open when we ask.” 

Poshupkin returned an hour later with 
good news. We were to meet him tomorrow 
morning at the metro station. The ministry 
had planned a raid against an alcohol 
wholesaler suspected of evading taxes. SOF 
was invited to join them. 

“This is my own car,” Poshupkin 
explained, after I asked whether the new 
Ford we were driving in was confiscated. 
“There were no cars at the motor pool today 
that were working. I don’t like bringing my 
own car on a raid. Some months ago a col¬ 
league of mine drove his car on such a raid 
and two weeks later someone blew it up. I 
guess they were able to trace the car’s num¬ 
ber plates to his house.” 

Five minutes later we pulled up behind a 
white Toyota mini-bus at the edge of a 
crumbling industrial park in Moscow’s 
southeast side. Eight members of the tax 

Continued on page 66 
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T he defensive revolver is far from moribund, A surprising 
number of non-uniformed law-enforcement personnel still 
pack small, short-barreled revolvers chambered for the .38 
Special, and now more recently, the .357 Magnum cartridges. 
The federal ban against semiautomatic pistol magazines holding 
more than 10 rounds has helped to re-focus attention on revolvers 
for self-defense applications. Taurus has even introduced a line 
of wheel guns with seven-shot cylinders, the original capacity 
of the M1911 magazine. Soldier Of Fortune was recently sent 
a snubnose version of this revolver series from Taurus 
International Manufacturing, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 16175 N.W. 

49th Avenue, Miami, FL 33014; phone: 305-624-1115; fax: 
305-623-7506) for test and evaluation. 

Chambered for the .357 Magnum round, the Taurus Model 
617 is available either blued or in stainless steel. 
Manufactured in Brazil, our stainless steel test speci¬ 
men features a mill-finished drop-forged frame manu¬ 
factured from AISI416 stainless steel. The barrel and 
cylinder are produced from AISI 410 stainless 
steel. The finish is an attractive high 
polish, except for the top strap and 
top of the barrel which have been 
given a glass-beaded, satin finish 
to reduce glare. 

Cylinder-to-forcing-cone gap 
on our test specimen is 0.003-inch 
(0.003- to 0.008-inch is the general¬ 
ly accepted tolerance range). Fore-and-aft 

cylinder play is minimal, but the lateral play is almost excessive. As 
previous stated, the cylinder holds seven rounds, and rotation is to 
the left (counterclockwise) in the Smith & Wesson manner (Colt 
cylinders rotate to the right — clockwise). The ejector rod does not 
quite permit complete ejection of the empty cases. The cylinder 


latch is patterned after that of Smith 8c Wesson and must be pushed 
forward to swing out the cylinder. 

The 2-inch barrel is equipped with a full-length, integral ejector 
shroud. In 1984 Taurus stopped pinning barrels to the frames after 
perfecting a method of precision threading that eliminated this 
requirement. The barrel has five grooves with a right-hand twist of 
one turn in 18-3/4 inches. The overall length is only 6.625 
inches, with a weight, empty, of 28.3 ounces. 

A guide-in-coil-type mainspring is set into 
the round-butt frame. The narrow trigger 
is smooth, as it should be for double¬ 
action shooting. The single-action trig¬ 
ger-pull weight is a very smooth 4.25 
pounds. Double-action pull weight is 
excellent at only 8.0 pounds with 
absolutely no loading at the end of 
the stroke. 

Mounted in the frame, the float¬ 
ing firing pin must be struck by a 
transfer bar, which, in turn, receives 
the hammer’s full impact. Should 
the Anger slip off the trigger while the hammer 
is falling forward, the transfer bar will drop 
downward, out of the hammer’s path, and the fir¬ 
ing pin will not be driven forward. This revolver is also avail¬ 
able with a bobbed hammer. Although most firing with this type of 
handgun will be double-action, I prefer to retain the single-action 


Seven beans in the wheel; Taurus M617 revolver provides as much fire¬ 
power as an original M1911 seven-round magazine, (below) Taurus M617 
.357 Magnum snubnose, left-side view. Note integral full-length barrel 
shroud and cylinder latch, which is patterned after that of Smith & Wesson 
and must be pushed forward to swing out the cylinder. 
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of this, our test specimen shoots to point-of- 
aim/point-of-impact with the popular 125- 
grain JHP projectile. 

The Model 617 is equipped with black, 
neoprene-type one-piece grips. They are by 
now ubiquitous, but I still don’t like them. 
Granted, they help to diminish felt recoil 
(which is quite moderate with this revolver, 
mostly as a consequence of its weight). 
However, they are tacky and it’s difficult to 
re-adjust any error in the firing grip during 
a draw stroke under the stress associated 
with a gunfight. They belong on hunting 
handguns, not fighting pistols. Armed pro¬ 
fessionals must either learn to handle recoil 
or move down to a lesser caliber. 

This revolver was tested for accuracy at 
7 yards and not mounted on a Ransom rest. 


Taurus M617 .357 Magnum snubnose, right- 
side view. Note high-polish stainless steel 
finish, black neoprene-type grips and serrat¬ 
ed ramp-type front sight, (right) Taurus key¬ 
lock safety system raises a pin and its 
shroud to impinge against the frame if some¬ 
one attempts to roll the hammer rearward. 


option, in case a longer, more carefully con¬ 
trolled shot is required. 

The Model 617 is equipped with the inter¬ 
esting Taurus key Lock safety system. To 
deactivate the revolver, you must insert a key 
over a hexagonal-shaped pin at the rear of the 
hammer. Turning the key clockwise with 
raise the pin and its shroud to impinge against 
the frame if someone attempts to roll the 
hammer rearward. Turning the key counter¬ 
clockwise will lower the pin and shroud and 
permit the hammer to be fully rotated to the 
rear. This is quite an innovative and effective 
system. However, no one in my loop will use 
it, as the most effective safety system of all 
remains Rule Three (Keep your finger off the 
trigger until your sights are on the target) and 
the intelligence and training to apply it. 

The fixed sights on this revolver consist 
of a serrated ramp-type front blade, 0.125- 
inch wide, and an open, square-notch rear 
sight, 0.130-inch in width, milled into the 
rear end of the top strap. They are more than 
adequate for the applications this handgun 
was designed to cover. 

The Homady 158-grain XTP HP with 
14.7 grains of HI 10 propellant shot 2 inch¬ 
es high and 1 inch to the left in this revolver. 
Given identical velocities, heavier bullets 
will always shoot to a higher point of 
impact than lighter projectiles. If both bul¬ 
lets travel through the barrel at the same 
velocity, the heavier bullet, which causes 
greater recoil and thus more muzzle jump, 
will exit the barrel when it is at a higher 
angle and will therefore strike higher on the 
target. Increase the velocity of the lighter 
bullet and it will leave the barrel faster and 
before much muzzle climb has taken place. 
As a result, it will still strike lower on the 
target. The late General Julian S. Hatcher 
conducted the classic experiment on this 
phenomenon, which is described in his 
book, Hatchers Notebook. As an example 




Caliber: .357 Magnum. 

Operation: Seven-shot revolver. Single- and double-action. Internal transfer bar safety. Floating firing pin. 
Weight, empty: 28.3 ounces. 

Length, overall: 6.625 inches. 

Barrel: Five-groove with a right-hand twist of one turn in 18 3/4 inches. Integral full-length shroud. 
Barrel length: 2 inches. 

Stocks: Black, neoprene-type, one-piece. 

Sights: Fixed: serrated ramp-type front blade, 0.125-inch wide, and an open, square-notch rear sight, 

0.130-inch in width, milled into the rear end of the top strap. 

Finishes: Blued or stainless steel. 

Manufacturer: Forjas Tauras S.A., Dept. SOF, Av. do Forte, 511 - Cx. Postal 44,91360-000, Porto Alegre, RS, 
Brasil; phone: 051 -347-4000; fax: 051 -347-3075. 

U.S. distributor: Taurus International Manufacturing, Inc., Dept SOF, 16175 N.W. 49th Avenue, Miami, FL 33014; 
phone: 305-624-1115; fax: 305-623-7506. 

T&E summary: Sturdy and reliable; reasonably priced; adequate accuracy potential; moderate recoil. 
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Taurus uses a guide-in-coil-type mainspring 
set into the round-butt frame. 


Ken Hackathom once told me that, to his 
knowledge, no gunfight has ever been doc¬ 
umented in which a handgun was mounted 
in a test fixture. I remain interested only in 
a firearm’s practical accuracy in the hands 
of one trained to use it properly, not its 
inherent accuracy in a jig. The vast majori¬ 
ty of gunfights with a handgun take place at 
ranges under (considerably under) 21 feet. 
What it will do at that range in the hands of 
a competent shooter is all we need concern 
ourselves with. 

When fired offhand using a strong 
Weaver position, slow-fire, double-action 
shooting will produce groups under 3 inches. 
Picking up the cadence will enlarge the 
group size — this is as it should be. Shooters 
should never attempt target accuracy in stress 
environments. Placing all your shots within 
the approximately 8x12-inch area of the tar¬ 
get’s upper torso (commonly referred to as 
the “center of mass”) with as much speed as 
practical is far more important than obtaining 
precisely aimed 1-inch groups. 

The Model 617 .357 Magnum snubnose 
we tested is every bit as sturdy and reliable 
as comparable types. Suggested retail price 
of the stainless steel version is $395. The 
blued variant sells for only $349. X 


Product list 


Hornady Manufacturing Company 
Dept SOF 

P.O. Box 1848, Grand Island, NE 68802 
phone: 800-338-3220; fax; 308-382-5761 

Taurus International Manufacturing, Inc* 
Dept SOF 

16175 N.W. 49th Avenue, Miami, FL 33014 
phone: 305-624-1115; fax: 305-623-7506 


The History and 
Performance of 
the .351 Magnum 
Cartridge 


O ne of the few handgun cartridges to 
derive its numerical designation 
from its actual bullet diameter, the 
.357 Magnum was introduced in 1935 by 
Smith & Wesson. During the early 1930s, 

Colonel Douglas B. Wesson of Smith & 

Wesson and the legendary ballistics 
authority Philip B. Sharpe conducted 
experiments with various maximum loads 
to develop a high-velocity revolver round suitable for hunting purposes. Using a Smith & 
Wesson .38/44 Outdoorsman, they found it to be capable of withstanding what were at that 
time phenomenal pressures for a revolver (35,000 to 38,000 psi). 

This led to a proposed new cartridge designed jointly by Smith & Wesson, DuPont, 
Hercules and Winchester. The case length was purposely made 1/10-inch longer than that 
of the .38 Special to preclude use of the .357 Magnum in revolvers chambered for the 
lower-pressure ammunition. It remained king of the revolver cartridges until introduction 
of the .44 Magnum in 1955. After more than six decades, interest in the .357 Magnum 
shows little sign of diminishing. 



When it was first introduced in 1935, the .357 Magnum cartridge was reported to 
deliver a muzzle velocity of 1,510 fps when driven out of the Smith & Wesson 8 3/8-inch 
barrel. By the 1950s, the U.S. Commercial Standard was 1,450 fps. Original factory 
ammunition was provided with only three bullet types: a round nose (RN) with a metal 
point, a solid lead semi-wadcutter (SWC) and a conical-shaped, armor-piercing bullet 
with a full metal jacket (FMJ). All weighed 158 grains and were essentially nondeform¬ 
ing, but offered excellent penetration. 

An incredible aura of mystique surrounded the .357 Magnum cartridge for 20 years 
after its inception. Although originally designed as a game load, Chester Gould’s famous 
comic-strip character, Dick Tracy, consistently stopped fleeing villains by cracking their 
engine blocks with his .357 Magnum. It was widely acclaimed as the world’s most "pow¬ 
erful” handgun cartridge — whatever that meant. After 60 years, our knowledge of what is 
actually required to produce effective handgun ammunition has recently grown in an 
asymptotic manner. 

Penetration remains the most important single parameter. The bullet must penetrate 
deeply enough to crush, cut and break through the human body’s vital structures and 
organs. We need at least 12 inches of penetration through soft tissue and preferably up to 
18 inches. Once we have the required penetration, the bullet that makes the biggest hole 
will do the most damage. Bullets weighing less than 125 grains should not be selected for 
.357 Magnum combat loads. The most effective bullets in this caliber are those weighing 
158 grains. If we can expand a soft-point or hollow-point bullet in this weight range to no 
more than twice its original diameter and significantly increase the size of the wound track 
without sacrificing penetration, we’re on course to effective performance. Driving such a 
bullet at the highest possible velocity is certain to be counterproductive, as it will invari¬ 
ably result in over expansion and under penetration. 

An excellent example of good bullet design and maximum performance potential is the 
Hornady (Hornady Manufacturing Company, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 1848, Grand Island, 
NE 68802; phone: 800-338-3220; fax: 308-382-5761) XTP 158-grain jacketed hollow- 
point (JHP). SOF tested a handload using this bullet and powered by 14.7 grains of HI 10 
propellant. This combination will drive the bullet out of the Model 617’s 2-inch barrel at 
an average velocity of 1,252 fps, with a standard deviation of only 3.2 fps. That’s fast 
enough and at this velocity the Hornady XTP bullet expands to about .70 caliber and will 
penetrate up to 15 inches of soft tissue. Overall, this is just about what we’re looking for 
— adequate penetration and reasonable expansion. — P.G.K. 
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ave Guns, 


Harry J. Humphries 


unrunning! The word itself rolls smoothly off 
the tip of the tongue, while the image con¬ 
jured up is one of adventure and intrigue: 
John Wayne and Stuart Whitman in The 
Comancheros or William Holden and Robert 
Ryan in The Wild Bunch. It seems there is no 
end to the world’s freedom fighters: 
American Indians, Mexican revolutionaries, members of former 
European colonies, or people simply attempting to escape from 
an oppressive regime — like the one headed up by Slobodan 
Milosevic in Yugoslavia. 

Although it seems there has always been a ready market for 
weapons, the latter half of the 20th century has been characterized 



by armed upheavals everywhere on the planet, which historians will 
doubtless attribute to the disintegration of the colonial empires, 
brought to their knees by the debilitating effects of the Second 
World War and its aftermath. During this period, most of the more 
powerful nations — the United States, the former Soviet Union and 
China — provided huge amounts of weaponry to their various pup¬ 
pets and supporters. But, notwithstanding this worldwide deluge of 
gratis military equipment, there has always been a market for the 
private international arms broker — Wild Bunch-stylo. 

As communism in Eastern Europe collapsed, the relative stabil¬ 
ity it guaranteed — at least on paper — self-destructed along with 
everything else. Nowhere was this more apparent than in former 
Yugoslavia and the Balkans. This traditionally volatile region, 
where East and West have attempted to meet for a thousand years, 
began to unravel with the death of Josip Broz Tito in 1980, which 
was followed immediately by Kosovo’s bid for independence (see 
detailed history in sidebar). 

Arms Pipeline 

In recent months, SOF received reports of an organized 
pipeline of small arms coming out of Albania and across the bor¬ 
der to KLA enclaves in Kosovo, where they were distributed to 
rebel units. To add spice to this rumor was the implication that one 
of the legs of the gunrunning operation involved the use of a ferry, 
since the roads leading to the border are too dangerous to travel, 


(insets, above) Finally the “Albanian Queen” ferry arrived from Bajram 
Curri. Bedlam began as the boat docked and its cargo of cars, vans and 
trucks all fought their way through the traffic waiting on the landing.The 
first group of foot passengers boarded in two separate clusters of 10 to 
15 men, all closely shaven and cropped; all with military-style back 
packs walking silently with no inter-crowd discussions. They smelled 
paramilitary. Humphries and Peck aboard the “Albanian Queen.” (at left) 
Humphries (center), and Mike Peck (right) examine a 7.62x54R 
Goryunov medium machine gun with an arms dealer inTropoie. 
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especially to vehicles carrying guns and ammunition. 

In an effort to investigate this account, I teamed up with Harry 
Humphries, a former SEAL and current President of Global Studies 
Group (GSGI), and Mark Milstein, SOF 's Chief Foreign 
Correspondent, a highly experienced combat photographer and 
reporter. Harry’s organization provides training and technical assis¬ 
tance to law-enforcement entities, as well as to Hollywood personal¬ 
ities, and, although we had never met, we were able to recognize each 
other and link-up in Zurich; he identified me by my wrist compass, 
and I recognized him because he was wearing and carrying state-of- 
the-art tactical clothing, footgear, and equipment. Mark met us at the 
airport and we headed to the Tirana International Hotel to link up with 
SOF Publisher Robert K. Brown for a planning and strategy session. 

We devoted the next two days to meeting with a number of con¬ 
tacts provided by a retired MI colonel I know. He had been a mili¬ 
tary advisor to Albania for two years, but left when the Albanian 
army, along with the rest of the government, collapsed in early 
1997. During our brief stay in Tirana, we became acclimated to the 
heat, familiarized ourselves with the overall situation, and explored 
the question of cross-border gun smuggling with a variety of 
sources. We discovered little was known in Tirana about the KLA, 
its leadership, its organization, or its sources of supply. During his 
sojourn on the Kosovo side a few weeks earlier, Mark learned that 
a significant source of funding came from gastarbiters working in 
Switzerland, Germany, and elsewhere in Europe. He also learned 
the going rate for a Kalashnikov was 2,000 deutsch marks on the 
Kosovo side, making it well-worth a smuggler’s effort. 

We decided it warranted a first-hand look, so we again used our 
contacts to secure the services of an interpreter known as “Henry,” 


Will Travel 

SOF Trails Gunrunners In Albania 

by Col. Mike Peck, USA (Ret.) 

Photos by Mark H. Milstein 


A KLA fighter, with a generic AK, traverses the rough Kosovo terrain on 
horseback, on his way back into Albania. 
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Mike Peck (foreground) waiting to board the 
“Albanian Queen” ferry. To the left, with their 
backs turned to the camera, are two paramili¬ 
tary types getting ready to board the ferry on 
a trip up country. The two men, and the rest of 
their group, says Humphries, “were distinc¬ 
tively different from most. They stayed aloof 
and separate. My guess? Ex-pats coming back 
to joint the fight ” 


who was intelligent, courageous, and very 
street-smart — traits you need when dealing 
with former communists who nod their 
heads to mean “no,” and shake their heads 
from side to side to mean “yes.” 


The Guerrilla Ferry 

Early Sunday morning, after two event¬ 
ful days and nights in Tirana, we took leave 
of Brown — who spent the next several days 
recovering from the effect of eating raw 
squid in a “bad” Italian restaurant in Albania. 

Unfortunately, our driver did not show, but Mark and Henry were 
able to hire another car and driver right off the street with the 
promise of a cash payment in U.S. dollars. Although he had no kit 
or even a change of clothes, “Minor” (the phonetic pronunciation of 
our driver’s name) agreed to depart immediately, so we piled our 
equipment and ourselves into his Mercedes 240 sedan. We had to 


hustle since the ferry was scheduled to arrive at roughly 1100 hours 
and depart whenever it was loaded. Although private ownership of 
automobiles was banned until 1991, the roads were surprisingly 
good, at least between Tirana and Lezhe, where we had to leave the 
main highway and continue on secondary roads. The countryside 
itself was relatively grim, littered with the wrecks of gutted and 



(above) Businessmen were busy setting up “shop” in Tropoje, propping 
their odd collections of weapons, uniforms, boots, patches and sup¬ 
plies for the steady trickle of wannabe guerrilla fighters making their 
way to Kosovo from as far away as Switzerland and Germany. SOF team 
member and former Navy SEAL Harry Humphries (kneeling near an 
RPD LMG 7.62x39mm) raps with customers at one such market. The 



dealer in camouflage displays a Type 56. (above, right) KLA guerrilla, 
armed with an StG 57 7.5x55mm Swiss Service Rifle (lending evidence 
to the purported Switzerland/Albania weapon pipeline), on standby in 
Kosovo. A KLA victory and the emergence of an Albanian super-state 
— created by the economic, political and social linking of Kosovo and 
Albania — could send tremors throughout the Balkans. 
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decaying state factories — silent, monolithic monuments to the 
folly of centralized government planning and control. 

The farther we progressed up-country, however, the more scenic 
it became, although the otherwise bucolic vista was marred by the 
inescapable presence of the ubiquitous reinforced concrete bunkers 
which were scattered, seemingly at random, wherever you looked. 
Their rounded domes and unsmiling firing slits gave the appearance 
of thousands of half-buried R2D2 robots, balefully staring out over 
the land in blank testimony to the incredible paranoia and stupidity 
of Enver Hoxha and his satraps. 

The indestructible Mercedes carried us up a gravel secondary 
road to the Chinese-built dam which forms the southern end of 
the lake on the Drin River. Apparently the ferry landing was an 
afterthought, or a make-work project, since the Chinese engineers 
decided to provide access by carving a gradually ascending tun¬ 
nel through the side of the mountain, which wound around for 
almost a kilometer and finally opened onto the lake several hun¬ 
dred meters behind the dam itself. We managed to arrive with 
time to spare, and while surveying the scene attempted to look 
nonchalant and unobtrusive. 

As more and more passengers and “businessmen” showed up, 
however, we were generally lost in the crowd, since the assemblage 
filtering onto the quay was, let’s just say, an eclectic-looking bunch. 

As the arrival of the ferry became more imminent, the smaller 
dealers began to bring out their wares: Chinese variants of the AK- 
47 assault rifle, semiautomatic SKS carbines, RPG launchers and 
rockets, and Tokarev-type pistols from a variety of sources. The 
transfers took place completely out in the open, where rifles were 
purchased one at a time by individuals or in man-portable lots, 
wrapped up in burlap sacks or sheets of plastic with an occasion¬ 
al rocket launcher mixed in. We did not detect a volume trade in 
pistols, although some might have been included in the weapons 
bundles. The handguns, all of which were Tokarev knock-offs, 
were seemingly purchased by private individuals and subsequent¬ 
ly slipped into pockets or tucked into waist bands. There were a 
number of small trucks and Mercedes sedans sitting heavily on 
their springs which remained apart and aloof from the open trans¬ 
fers. Since there was no way to inspect or otherwise verify the 
contents of these vehicles, whose drivers and “shotguns” seemed 
neither friendly nor talkative, we assumed these were the larger 


dealers who had volume buyers awaiting them on the other end. 
Mark was busy snapping photos, and except for one surly charac¬ 
ter, most of the buyers and sellers were totally unconcerned, view¬ 
ing us more out of curiosity than animosity. 

Ferry Boat Pandemonium 

A mob scene ensued when the ferry arrived, at about 1130, with 
insufficient space for the orderly unloading and loading of the boat. 
Last minute deals were made amidst the pandemonium, and finally 
the situation unsnarled itself with nothing more untoward than 
shouting and horn-blowing. It is amazing how polite people can be 
when every other person is sporting an automatic rifle. Among the 
embarking passengers was a tight group of about 20 young men, all 
with close-cropped hair, carrying various ersatz versions of duffle 
bags. They appeared directed, disciplined and determined, remind¬ 
ing me of the kids who showed up at Camp Alpha in a different war 
at a different time. Some were even wearing uniforms or uniform 
items, while others were carrying military packs and equipment, 
most of which appeared to be of German origin. 

Although no one seemed to feel the need to test-fire any of the 
Kalashnikovs, a number of clients conducted function-firing drills 
with their newly-acquired Tokarevs. In fact, the first such test to be 
initiated was performed by the uniformed policeman who was 
watching over the entire process from behind the protective aegis of 
the Albanian version of aviator sunglasses. Presumably he was there 
to lend a bit of order and dignity to the process. He took time out 
from his taciturn scrutiny of the mob to give a neophyte an 
impromptu class on the loading and manipulation of a TT-33, 
which he fired several times in the air to ensure proper functioning. 
Once official authorization had been granted, several more pis- 
toleros began banging away at the hundreds of cans and bottles bob¬ 
bing in the water, like decoys to attract and encourage littering. 

After man-handling the last few vehicles on board to make 
them fit, and amid the flurry of eleventh-hour cash and carry arms 
exchanges, the ferry backed away from shore, with people still 
jumping off the ramp, and got underway. Because he more resem¬ 
bles a pirate than a former Navy SEAL, Harry was able to infil¬ 
trate into a group of passengers located topside, where he soon 
began to communicate in excellent German. He confirmed that 
what we had witnessed was an every day occurrence, and found 


In several orientation meetings with reli¬ 
able contacts in Tirana, SOF came to the 
following conclusions: 

• The Albanian government does not see 
a clearly defined political leadership within 
the KLA with which to deal. 

• There does not appear to be a central 
command, control or communica¬ 
tion function within the para¬ 
military element. 

• There appears to be no 
training for the troops, which are 
basically a rag-tag fighting ele¬ 
ment with no sense of organized 
resistance on a regional or larger 
level. Troops tend to be compart¬ 
mentalized into the family level 
fighting element so prominent in the 
Kosovo region where inter-family blood 
feuds are a way of life. That is to say the 
family level concept or village-level reac¬ 
tionary units prevail and the reported large 
units are an aggregate of several volunteer 
units coming together much like multi- 
alarm fires are fought by volunteer fire 
departments. 

• While it’s widely known that support 
funds are channeled through Switzerland, 
there is only conjecture as to the ultimate 


KLA Sitrep 


source or sources of these funds. It is general¬ 
ly accepted that there is a preponderance of 
contributions coming from the 
Albanian/Kosovo, ex-patriot commu¬ 
nity at large in Germany, Switzerland 
and Austria. There is also conjecture 
as to an organized crime contribu¬ 
tion. While not evident there may 
be national level support coming 
from other separatist states 
wishing to pull away from 
Milosevic’s Yugoslavia 
(Montenegro, for example). 

• While there seems to be 
an escalating awareness and 
empathy for their ethnic cousins in Kosovo, 
the average Albanian cares little for the 
activity in Kosovo. (Although it should be 
mentioned that several pro KLA banners 
were seen hanging on public buildings in 
Tirana. 

• The Albanian government is perhaps 
gun shy of a reinforced and well trained 
Albanian Kosovo KLA, as these people 
tend to enjoy the fight and may wish to pur¬ 


sue “a Greater Albanian Kosovo.” 

• The Albanian government in power today 
is even worse than the one recendy replaced. 
The Tirana Government controls only the cen¬ 
tral portion of the country. The south is not 
under Tirana control and the northern region is 
totally without law and order and considers 
itself autonomous from Tirana. 

• Colonel Boob Si, former head of intelli¬ 
gence with the Albanian army during the reign 
of the Democratic Party under Sali Berisha, is 
adamant there’s only one answer to the situa¬ 
tion in Kosovo. He advocates immediate U.S., 
NATO, or U.N. involvement. The fighting 
must stop immediately, he says, and the KLA 
must be disarmed and a negotiated truce 
should be pursued under strong supervision 
from the U.S. Boob Si does not see need for 
an autonomous Kosovo, but does see validity 
in an elected choice of an Albanian/Kosovar 
republic. He cautions Albania and Kosovo are 
presently incapable of managing their own 
affairs, let alone the problems of unitizing 
both countries. It is therefore imperative that a 
strong support program be implemented to 
help Albania to help itself first, before it can as 
a nation help the Kosovar government should 
it ever come to be. 

— Harry J. Humphries 
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that the downstream price of a Kalashnikov was about $200, while 
an SKS would fetch about half that. The Tokarevs were pricey, 
selling for $400 dollars each, which included one spare magazine 
and a 36-round box of 7.62x25mm ball. In addition, a good deal 
of ordnance in the form of small-arms ammunition, rocket- 
propelled grenades, pineapple-type hand grenades, and assorted 
mines and explosives were also aboard, stowed away, as suspect¬ 
ed, in the low-slung vehicles. 

The mountains and scenery were worth the price of admission 
— very rugged and unspoiled. The lake, unfortunately, was marred 


ing my sojourn at Fire Support Base Barbara in 1971, the rats in 
the bunkers were as big as racoons — and mean. But flying rats 
... No thanks! Also, Albania was too close to Transylvania for my 
blood (so to speak). 

Having battled obviously hungry leeches during numerous out¬ 
ings in rice paddies and swarms of starving mosquitoes in unpro¬ 
nounceable places all my life, I have developed a real aversion to 
things that suck my blood. Harry felt the same, and since we were 
sharing a room, we decided to keep the windows closed. Although 
we were at a relatively high altitude, it was still hot as hell. Besides, 


by all the non-biodegradable detritus that 
had been dumped into it, much of which was 
floating on the surface. The landing at Fierze 
was slightly more organized, and we were 
soon on our way to Bajram-Cirri (pro¬ 
nounced Byrum-Surry). The road paralleling 
the Drin River, which fed the lake, was cut 
out of the mountain side and had no guard 
rails other than at some of the stone bridges. 
If you had a blow-out, missed a turn, or were 
forced off the road it was about 1,000 feet to 
the bottom in most places. Minor, our driver, 
did not seem intimidated, though, and bar¬ 
reled along at warp speed, using his horn 
more than his brakes. At about 1800 hours 
we arrived at our destination, a scenic little 
town which could be turned into a resort 
with a little effort, and checked into the 
Ermal Hotel, where the only registration and 
ID required was an up-front cash payment. 


Damned Flying Rats wra PP ea u p ,n Dur ' a P 

13 — in this case an RPC 

Although the rooms were primitive, as - 

were the sanitary facilities — flushed with 

buckets of water dipped from a 55-gallon 

drum — there was a shower, which actually had a trickle of hot 

water. In addition, the food at the hotel restaurant was surprisingly 

good — and the beer (Castello, brewed in Italy) was ice cold. 

The only real downer was that the place was infested with 
bats, and we were informed that a group of Germans had suffered 
multiple bites a few days before. I once took up lodging (on a 
table) at an abandoned military base back in the SpecOps days 
with an extended family of puff adders that used to come out at 
night and knot together like a scene from Raiders of the Lost Ark . 
I later shared a hooch with a mamba in South Africa. Also, dur- 


Weapons transfers took place completely out in 
the open, where rifles were purchased one at a 
time by individuals or in man-portable lots, 
wrapped up in burlap sacks or sheets of plastic 
— in this case an RPG wrapped in a sheet. 


pijoj the popping of small arms fire all night made 

us f ee ] at home. Of course, we discovered 
the next morning that a bat had found its way 
in anyway. The little bugger scuttled out 
behind Harry on the way to the shower, as if 
he was ready to be taken for his morning 
walk. Oh, well... 

, m . i Harry had made contact on the ferry with 
? a dealer w h° ba( i offered to take us to an 
^ ,V " arms bazaar. Unfortunately, he didn’t show 
i+J and we were unable to contact him. After 
R about an hour we decided to head out on our 
_|j own to a place called Tropoje (pronounced 
a t H Troh-poy'-ya), the last town on the way to 
b the border. Our sources, including Harry’s 
contact, had advised us this was the site of an 
^ open-air arms market. Since there was no 

^™ : sign of arms trafficking in Bajram-Curri, and 
lace completely out in the “recruits” we saw on the ferry had disap- 
re purchased one at a peared we headed off to Tropoje. We arrived 
in man-portable lots, \ , V . AAA , u ^ 

ks or sheets of plastic at about 1000 sure enou S h > Guns R 
apped in a sheet. Us,” right in the town square. 

- We had previously been advised not to 

take any photos without permission, so Mark 
and I wandered around looking at things 
while attempting to find out who in the group spoke German. Henry 
and Harry, in the meantime, were chatting up the locals in a dis¬ 
arming fashion and were obviously winning their confidence. While 
we were casually checking out the wares of one seller — AKs; 
Chinese Type 56 (SKS) carbines; Chinese Type 63 selective-fire 
carbines (the later version with the stamped dust cover); PPSh-41s; 
a Goryunov medium machine gun in 7.62x54mm; rocket launchers; 
TT-33 (K-51) pistols; grenades; ammunition; uniforms; and equip¬ 
ment — one of the vendors asked Mark, covered with cameras, to 
snap his picture. Once the offer had been made, we all began to pho- 


A Historical Glance 


When Slobodan Milosevic came to power 
and began promoting the concept of Greater 
Serbia, the stage was set for the final disinte¬ 
gration of the agglomeration of disparate 
republics that had been held together primar¬ 
ily by Tito’s stature and even-handedness. In 
1987, Mr. Milosevic proclaimed to the 
Serbian minority in Kosovo that they were 
the new masters of the land, then set about 
featherbedding most of the government jobs 
to ethnic Serbs. In 1989, riots again broke out 
in Kosovo when Belgrade placed strict limi¬ 
tations on its status as an autonomous 
province. This led to the armed defection of 
Croatia and Slovenia in 1991, followed by 
Bosnia in 1992. It appeared that the frustra¬ 
tion engendered by the successful exodus 
from the federation by Croatia and Slovenia 
was taken out on the hapless Bosnians in the 
form of racially motivated “ethnic cleansing.” 
Now, the same cast of unrepentant characters 


that brought officially-sanctioned looting, 
rape, and murder to Bosnia is repheating that 
benevolent effort in Kosovo. 

When the Boys from Belgrade revoked 
Kosovo’s autonomy in 1989, a clandestine 
shadow government was installed by the 
ethnic Albanians, who at the same time 
formed the Kosovo Liberation Army 
(KLA). Nine years later, having grown tired 
of Serbian heavy-handedness — and sepa¬ 
rated by vast differences in religion, culture 
and language from their would-be masters 
— the Kosovars are again pressing for total 
independence. Out of a population of almost 
2 million, 90% of the Kosovars are ethnical¬ 
ly Albanian, which means they are predom¬ 
inantly Muslim. The unofficial “Kosovo 
Government,” headed-up by Ibrahim 
Rugova generally advocates accommoda¬ 
tion, dialog, and non-violence — something 
only vaguely understood by Milosevic and 


his lieutenants, if at all. The KLA has 
recently raised the stakes, however, and, 
true to form, the Serbians have responded in 
their usual fashion. 

As was the case in Bosnia, the Serbians 
have all the firepower, since they were heir 
to the arsenals of the former Yugoslavia. 
Also, for all of their ethical shortcomings, 
they are well organized and obviously have 
a plan, something which seems lacking in 
the KLA. Nevertheless, the Kosovars are 
gamely resisting the Serb advances and the 
“cleansing” of their towns and villages with 
an heterogeneous array of light weapons. 
Although the chaos and disorder which 
seem to have become the norm throughout 
the former Yugoslavia have permitted a 
general proliferation of small arms, there 
would hardly be enough contraband 
Kalasnikovs in circulation in Kosovo to 
mount an effective resistance. — M.P, 
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tograph as much as we dared, attempting to be as casual as we could 
about it, while Mark struck up conversations with several former 
gastarbeiters in his perfect German. While we were thus engaged, 
several young men emerged from a house on the other side of the 
street carrying their offerings, which they laid out along the side of 
the road. 

We all wandered over to check it out. In general the weapons on 
display were all replications of what we had seen before, with the 
exception of a well-worn, but serviceable, WWII-vintage MP-40 
sub-machine gun in 9x19mm caliber and a PPS-43. A “transporta¬ 
tion surcharge” had been added to the prices, so the cost of an AK 
or SKS was generally double what it had been before the ferry ride; 
the same for pistols, which were now selling for $800. Interestingly 
enough, that was also what they wanted for the tripod-mounted 
machine gun. Apparently, as in most other places, pistols were con¬ 
sidered status symbols — for which you had to pay. 

The Gift Of A Grenade 

Our abandonment of his “shop” obviously annoyed the guy 
across the street. To subtly and diplomatically signal his displea¬ 
sure, he rolled the Chinese version of a Soviet FI hand grenade into 
the group, which included about a dozen locals. I started to kick it 
down the street, but saw that it had no fuse assembly and had been 
tossed “as a joke”. There was a certain amount of indignant shout¬ 
ing, voicing the Albanian equivalent of, “T’ain’t funny, McGee!”, 
but no one appeared overly upset and it blew over immediately. 

As we meandered back over to Pineapple Pete’s Place, a mule 
train showed up, explaining how the larger shipments went over 
the mountain. Mark was able to get sev¬ 
eral good shots of this ancient, but effi¬ 
cient, means of all-terrain transport. 

Just as we were congratulating our¬ 
selves on our good fortune, things sud¬ 
denly went sour. What turned out later to 
be a plainclothes policeman showed up 
and began to threaten us, declaring that 
our presence, in general, and our pho¬ 
tographs, in specific, posed a significant 
threat to the town, the arms market, the 
vendors, and the Albanian way of life. He 
was shouting accusations and denuncia¬ 
tions, making it quite obvious that he was 
inciting the group of about 35 armed men 
to violence. Five (including Henry and 
Minor) against 35, are not fun odds. Our 
own weaponry was limited and primarily 
for in-close application. So while Harry 
and Henry attempted to reason with the 
instigator, I moved over to the assault 
rifle street display, which had been 
arrayed on a small berm. I knew at least 
one of the Kalasnikovs was loaded since 
I had checked it out, and there was a pile 
of loaded magazines within reach. Even 
so, our chances of getting out of there 
with everyone intact were not all that 
great. And while the mob that was forming lacked any organization, 
there were simply too many automatic rifles around and we were 
too deep into Indian country to E&E back without experiencing sig¬ 
nificant unpleasantness. Just as things were about to take a real turn 
for the ugly, a group of uniformed police arrived. 

They had a calming effect on the crowd, but the plainclothes cop 
continued to rant and rave. Even with their arrival, I continued to 
mentally rehearse options and actions to various contingencies 
which I could imagine — none of which were good. Finally, with 
the assistance of one of the uniformed policemen, Henry and Harry, 
whose combined coolness saved the day, we were eventually able to 
smooth things over. To justify his actions, the plainclothes man then 
claimed that his only complaint was that we “did not have permis¬ 
sion” to be in the area, which seemed hardly an offense punishable 
by a murderous mob. 

Once the noisy cop shut up, like the grenade incident, everything 


quickly returned to normal, and Harry was able to negotiate safe 
passage back to Bajram-Curri to secure the “proper authorization.” 
Mark promised to return with developed photographs for all and 
sundry, while I continued to mentally plan a covering action to buy 
enough surprise and time to let everyone get into the car and out of 
the immediate area, with the idea of cutting loose a horse and fol¬ 
lowing a la Tom Mix. Even after everyone had begun to calm 
down, I continued to loiter close to the stash of AKs. By the time 
we left, everyone was friendly and hospitable again. 

We were lucky. One only need to remember most of these peo¬ 
ple were recently made displaced persons, having lost homes, fam¬ 
ily and country to the Serb enemy. We were being portrayed as the 
enemy. Thank you very much “organizations for the Security and 
Cooperation in Europe Presence in Albania,” or OSCE. There is no 
doubt, says Humphries, the OSCE is responsible for initiating what 
could have been a very nasty situation. 

Surmises Humphries: “These people have no remaining charter 
in the area and are looking to preserve their bureaucratic fat asses 
in the Kosovar Albanian region.” 

We returned to Bajram-Curri and reported to the police station, 
as promised. Henry was reluctant to go in by himself, so Harry, in 
his usual “persuasive” manner, accompanied him and was success¬ 
ful in defusing the situation once again. In fact, the police chief was 
so impressed he accepted Harry’s invitation to dinner at the hotel. 
He also arranged for us to meet with Mr. Taulant Dedja, the direc¬ 
tor general for local government from the Ministry of the Interior, 
who had been dispatched to coordinate refugee and humanitarian 
efforts in the border area. 

More sporadic gunfire could be heard 
in the distance as the afternoon wore on, 
and just before dusk there was a flurry of 
pistol shots followed by several bursts 
from an automatic rifle in the town about 
200 hundred yards away. Apparently, a 
vehicle had attempted to run a road block 
or routine check, and the police had fired 
warning shots. As always, things returned 
to normal almost immediately. During 
dinner with the Bajram-Curri Police 
Chief and Taulant Dedja, we were invited 
to accompany an official party which was 
leaving the next day to verify reports of 
Serbian border violations north of 
Tropoje, and, of course, we agreed to go. 

Border Ambushes 

The next day we linked-up with the 
official party and drove as far as practi¬ 
cal, then dismounted to continue on foot. 
Six Albanian citizens had recently been 
killed by Serbian snipers who had come 
across the border and set up ambushes on 
the trail leading to a crossing site. For this 
reason we left the vehicles in a hide posi¬ 
tion and went up a footpath which offered 
a concealed approach. Even though our 
hosts had indicated that the hike would take approximately two and 
a half hours, I optimistically set off with a 30-pound rucksack full 
of equipment, while Mark elected to carry all of his camera equip¬ 
ment (even though he’d almost had his foot blown off by a grenade 
in Sarajevo a couple of years back). 

Harry, as usual, had the latest in adventure gear and looked 
ready for anything. He and I alternated carrying the ruck for about 
the first kilometer, which was a vertical ascent up a hairpin goat 
trail. When it became apparent that we were just getting started, I 
finally got smart and attached it to the packhorse that accompanied 
us. That first kilometer hurt, though. We were approaching a point 
in the Albanian Alps with an altitude of 2,656 meters A.S.L. and had 
only one day to acclimate. That, plus the fact I had not made a sim¬ 
ilar march since French Commando School Stage Officier back in 

Continued on page 71 



The KLA trenches, as pictured here, are a stark con¬ 
trast to the offices, good jobs and security most of the 
guerrillas gave up to fight. “I had to,” said a guerrilla 
explaining why he uprooted his life to fight in Kosovo. 
“If I didn’t come back to save my father s house, who 
would?” Each guerrilla holds an SKS (Type 56) 7.62 x 
39mm carbine. Leaned against the sandbags is a 
Chinese Moisin Nagant 7.62x54R bolt action. 
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Gerber Sport Saw 

Testing Gerber products makes one wish he were outfitting an 
expedition. Their “little” 6-inch Sport Saw is a case in point. Don’t 
know just what sport entails sawing 6-inch logs, but this mighty- 
mite will do it with aplomb. At a minuscule 4 ounces, the Sport Saw 
will get lost in your pack or on your belt in its comfortable nylon 
pouch, but it is a serious tool. Precisely engineered to do hard work 
at the bare minimum of weight, this is the sort of gear you’d want to 
take along on a lunar mission just in case there might be trees. 
Barring that, take it on whatever may be your own next excellent 
adventure, as you’ll never notice the extra four ounces. 

It comes with interchangeable coarse or fine double-cut stainless 
steel blades: A double-cut pattern cuts on the push and!or pull 
stroke. Cutting on the pull stroke like a Japanese carpenter’s saw 
affords very good control with a short blade. The blades came as 
sharp as any competition cross-cut I ever saw, and they stayed that 
way through a variety of green and cured hardwoods, and even 
through a certain amount of creative abuse. The nominal 6-inch 
coarse blade has about a seven-point pattern, ground like an old 
buck saw but without raker teeth. We cut up 6-inch seasoned oak 
with it at the last SOF barbecue and barely broke a sweat. On wet, 
green wood one had a tendency to keep looking for the fuel gauge 
as it flat-out cuts green wood like a power saw. 

During the creative-abuse segment of the test we used the finer 
tooth blade on some aluminum shapes and castings, and it still cut 
hardwood better than most new hand saws. The fine tooth is designed, 
of course, for bone: the only bone at hand was dry (as a bone) and 
hard, yet the Sport Saw cut it better than any bow-type butcher’s saw 
we ever used. We gave it a light touch-up with a fine slip, and it was 
ready for some more creative abuse. The good news is, the blades (for 
replacement or mission spares) are available open stock so you never 
need to run dull. The blades change in seconds and lock up solidly. 

The handle is made from the same glass-filled polyamid as their 
axe handles, and it has an appropriate and comfortable Kraton rub¬ 
ber palm insert. A good saw — or in this case an excellent saw — 
has a stealth advantage over an axe for cutting wood because there 
is no impact involved, and there are times you need to cut wpod 
where is it difficult to swing an axe or hatchet. Whatever your mis¬ 
sion, this implement will make the cut. 

Gerber Legendary Blades, Dept. SOF, 14200 S.W. 72nd Ave., 
Portland, OR 97281. 

First-Class First Aid 

If you’re one of the Good Guys — as in cop, paramedic, fireman, 
mountain or pararescue types — you owe it to the people you serve 
to carry the best emergency medical gear. If you hunt or travel in 
harm’s way, you owe it to yourself to carry similar provisions. Pro 
Med Kits makes a full line of easy-to-have-with-you medical kits 
from pocket-packs for hunters to a SpecOps Pro Pack currently in 
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use by USAF PJs and police tactical assault teams. 

Designed by a former pararescueman, each of these packs is 
constructed for easy carry, yet fast and efficient use when required. 
Each is filled with the gear and supplies you are most apt to need — 
not whatever supplies were available cheap on the surplus market. 

The Hunter’s Pocket II First Aid Kit (upper left) has nearly 60 
items for the treatment of minor injuries and ailments, including a mini 
first-aid guide. It is carried in a coat-pocket-size rigid synthetic box. 

The Pro Med Mini Pouch Kit (lower left) is about twice the size 
of the old GI “First Aid Pouch” that contained a single field dress¬ 
ing, but it contains more than 40 items for first-aid requirements 
when traveling, hunting, or other outdoor activities. 

The Battle Pack (right) is a well-stocked trauma pack that can be 
used to treat most life-threatening injuries, coming completely 
stocked with enough trauma supplies to cover a wide variety of 
wounds. Mounted on either leg or the duty belt, the Battle Pack does 
not hinder movement. The immediate-access pull-down panel 



unzips quickly so trauma supplies can be easily removed from their 
elastic retaining bands and used. 

A full line of these excellent kits, plus resupplies, are available 
from Pro Med Kits, Dept. SOF, 216 F Street, Suite 152, Davis, CA 
95612; phone: 800-776-5310; check out their web site at 
http://www.promedkits.com for other recommended gear. 

Military Bolo 

We bought our first Kukri from an antique store, at the age of 12 
with strawberry-picking money. It was made by an unknown but 
highly skilled native bladesmith and came to the States as a war 
souvenir. Although we were careful to keep it out of the dirt, we 
used it for chopping chores for three decades and it never dulled to 
the point we had to sharpen it, and it taught us early on of the ben¬ 
efits from a forward-swept, weight-forward design on a chopper. 
The lines of Gutman’s Military Bolo remind one more of a Kukri 
than of the forged U.S. “bolo” machetes from WWTI, and that’s fine 
with this bushwhacker because it has better reach, the weight is just 
where we want it, and the forward-swept blade profile puts the wrist 



at a comfortable angle when the iron hits the target. 

The Military Bolo is not a lightweight weed-and-vine whacker, 
but a serious chopper nearly as substantial as a Kukri although with 
more reach than most. We felled a 6-inch green tree, and the occa¬ 
sional oops into rocky soil did not bugger the blade. The depth of the 
blade made easy such tasks as trimming limbs flush with the pole. It 
came as sharp as you’d like for whacking overhead, and after an 
arduous test session a diamond hone brought it right back it no time. 

This blade is made in Seki from AUS-8 stainless, features a secure- 
when-wet checkered Kraton grip on the full-tang handle, a matte 
Teflon coating, and it displayed the same quiet “stealth” phenomenon 
as their Short Sword when chopping through hard, dry limbs in a sin¬ 
gle pass. Although scarred as one would expect, the tough Teflon 
stayed in place throughout the tests. Spruce pitch came off in a single 
pass with a solvent rag. The top of the blade is sharpened for the first 
few inches, giving an advantage for such duties as digging into down 
logs for a squirmy snack, or using it as a weapon. The face of the blade 
is not sharpened all the way to the hilt, which we would like to see as 
it would make it more handy in a traditional knife role. 

An ample lanyard hole (large enough for 550 cord, thank you) is 
in the butt. It comes in a riveted Kydex sheath with a snap strap. 
Any time you need a Kukri and a machete along but can’t ration the 
weight for both, this tool will serve you well: Some very diplomat¬ 
ic design compromises will give you the best of both, and the qual¬ 
ity materials and workmanship will deliver hard-use service. 

Available from Gutman Cutlery, Dept. SOF, Box 2219, 
Bellingham, WA 98227; phone: 360-650-9141; fax: 360-676-1075. 

Colt 'Irailblazer 
Knife-Axe Combo 

As you will recall from past issues, the Colt name, synonymous 
with more than a century of top-quality firearms, now appears on a 
line of knives distributed by United Cutlery. Included in this line is 
a handy and serviceable knife-ax combination tool. Like early Colt 
revolvers made abroad, although made in Taiwan this is a quality 
item worthy of the Colt name and certainly worthy of your consid¬ 
eration as a camp or trail companion. Light yet solid because of its 
glass-filled synthetic handle, the Trailblazer takes advantage of the 
unused space inside the hollow handle to carry a 4-inch stainless- 
steel knife, retained by a spring-loaded detent. This clever and 
handy camp knife is not in the least in the way — and it’s one less 
thing to remember to pack. 

The checkered synthetic handle gives a secure but not abrasive 
grip, and the tapered stainless steel head is securely inletted into and 
surrounded by the han¬ 
dle material. It will not 
dry out and fall out as 
can wood; yet it is not 
heavy as a steel shank. 

The straight taper of the 
blade comes to a nicely 
radiused face, in a pro¬ 
file easy to maintain 
with a pocket stone. 

It comes in a black 
leather and ballistic 
nylon belt sheath, 
which has a pocket for a 
stone or similar appur¬ 
tenances. An excellent 
trail companion, or a 
worthy item to keep in 
your transport machine. 

United Cutlery 
Brands, Dept. SOF, 

1425 United Blvd., 

Sevierville, TN 37876; 
phone: 423-428-2532; 
fax: 423-428-2267. 
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RAP 440 SPECIFICATIONS 


South African R.A.P. 
440 Pistol 


As the government of 
South Africa is now political¬ 
ly correct, we can expect to 
occasionally see a few token 
firearms make it through the 
maze of anti-gun import reg¬ 
ulations established by the 
Clinton administration. The 
first to successfully march 
through this labyrinth is a 
sturdy compact .40 S&W pis¬ 
tol manufactured by Republic 
Arms, a subsidiary of Hausler 
Scientific. With its roots in 
pre-war Germany, Hausler is 
world-renowned for their 
high-precision products in 
optics, nuclear energy, avia¬ 
tion and weaponry. Our test 
specimen is a .40 S&W ver¬ 
sion of the 9mm Parabellum 
pistol now the standard con¬ 
cealed-carry handgun of the 
South African police. 

More than a little remi¬ 
niscent of the Spanish Astra 
A-75, the RAP 440 
(Republic Arms Pistol - 
Model 440) however, is well 
beyond a mere copy.. The 
method of operation is 
locked-breach, short recoil. 
It employs a conventional 
cam-dropped barrel system, 
with a squared-off area 
above the barrel chamber 
locking into the slide’s ejec¬ 
tion port in the manner pop¬ 


ularized by the SIG Sauer P226. 

As it is of all 4140 steel construction, including the frame, the 
R.A.P. 440 tips the scales at 31.5 ounces, somewhat heavy for a 
compact handgun envelope by today’s standards. However, the 
trade-off is enhanced durability. The barrel length is 3.5 inches. The 
slide and frame have a semi-gloss appearance, except for the top of 
the slide which has a matte surface to reduce glare. Most of the steel 
components carry a black oxide finish. 

The capacity of the single-line magazine is seven rounds. It 
drops freely away when released by the magazine catch/release, 

located on the frame to the 
rear of the trigger guard. 
The front of the trigger 
guard is squared-off and 
checkered. 

The spring-loaded 
extractor, exposed on the 
right side of the slide in a 
manner introduced by the 
Browning High Power in 
1962, pivots on an axis 
retaining pin. The firing 
pin, also spring-loaded, is 
held in place by a retaining 
pin under the rear sight and 
is not intended to be 
removed by the operator. It 
cannot travel fully forward 
until its spring-loaded safe¬ 
ty plunger is pushed 
upward by a lever attached 
to the sear bar when the 
trigger is pulled. There is 
also a hammer-drop safety. 
A conventional single-coil recoil spring is wrapped around 
a full-length aluminum guide rod. The slide holds no bar¬ 
rel bushing as a prominent raised ring around the muzzle 
interfaces with a hole in the front of the slide. 

The “grip-to-frame angle,” defined as the angle presented 


Continued on page 70 


Caliber: .40 S&W. 

Operation: Locked-breach, short recoil. Decocker lever also serves as a manual 
safety. 

Weight, empty; 31.5 ounces. 

Length, overall: 6.5 inches. 

Height: 4.75 inches. 

Width, at the grips: 1.25 inches. 

Barrel length: 3.5 inches. 

Magazine: Seven-round, single-column, detachable box-type with removable 
base pad and floorplate. 

Sights: Fixed front blade with a single white dot and open square-notch rear 
with two white dots. Low-profile with rounded edges. 

Finish: Black oxide. 

Furniture: Black synthetic grip panels. 

Suggested price: $545. 

Importer: TSF Ltd., Dept SOF, P.O. Box 830, Fairfax,VA 22030; phone: 703-385- 
0889; fax: 703-385-4655. 
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Colonel Rex Applegate 

1914-1998 


14 July 1998, America lost one of its greatest warriors 
and finest gentlemen. 

On that day in San Diego, California, Colonel Rex Applegate died 
from the effects of a stroke complicated by pneumonia. He was 84. 

Colonel Rex Applegate was bom on 21 June 1914 in the small 
town of Yoncolla, Oregon. The great-grandson of Charles Applegate, 
one of the original pioneers on the Oregon Trail, “The Colonel” was 
bom into a proud family tradition of self-sufficiency, patriotism, and 
skill at arms. He developed a passion for guns at an early age and 
learned to shoot at the hands of his uncle, Gus Peret, an expert 
marksman and professional exhibition shooter for the Remington 
Peters Cartridge Company. 

After earning a degree and an 
ROTC commission at the Univer¬ 
sity of Oregon, Applegate entered 
active duty in 1939 and was 
assigned to the Military Police 
Corps. In March 1942, following a 
promotion to first lieutenant and 
the receipt of a Regular Army 
commission, he was summoned to 
Washington, D. C. for a personal 
interview with then-Colonel “Wild 
Bill” Donovan. As the Director of 
the Office of the Coordinator of 
Information (COI), Donovan had 
been tasked with establishing a 
new organization to train and 
deploy intelligence operatives, 
saboteurs and assassins in support 
of the Allied war effort. He was 
impressed with Applegate and 
immediately selected him as the 
primary trainer for his new unit. 

With that assignment came the 
order to “learn everything there is 
to know in the world about close 
combat with and without 
weapons,” a task that ultimately 
became the young lieutenant’s life’s work. 

By mid-1942, the COI was renamed the Office of Strategic 
Services (OSS), and Applegate was organizing a top-secret training 
camp in the Maryland countryside. The camp, known simply as 
“Area B,” was adjacent to President Roosevelt’s “Shangri-la,” 
which later became Camp David. Because of this proximity and the 
constant presence of heavily armed personnel in Area B, Applegate 
was also made part of the presidential camp bodyguard for FDR. 

While assigned to Area B, Applegate became an expert in all 
facets of close combat, including hand-to-hand fighting, knife 
fighting, weapon disarming, and combat shooting with handguns 
and shoulder weapons. He worked closely with W.E. Fairbaim 
and E.A. Sykes, veterans of the Shanghai Municipal Police and 
trainers of the British Commandos, and developed advanced 
training facilities and teaching methods that rival today’s state of 
the art. He and the other members of his staff also frequently par¬ 
ticipated in field combat operations to ensure that the methods 
they taught would work on the battlefields. 

During his tour of duty at Area B and a later assignment at the 
Military Intelligence Training Center at Camp Ritchie, Maryland, 


Applegate taught literally thousands of U.S. and Allied operatives the 
skills necessary to survive and kill on the battlefield. He also compiled 
these lessons in the form of his landmark book Kill Or Get Killed , 
the classic text on close combat that is now in its 29th printing. 

At the end of World War II, Col. Applegate retired from the mili¬ 
tary and moved to Mexico City, where he served as president of an 
arms-importing company. At the request of the Mexican government, 
he also applied his considerable talents toward the field of riot control 
and soon became the world’s foremost authority on this specialty. 

The Colonel remained in Mexico until the early 1960s, when he 
was asked to return to the U.S. to help quell our own civil distur¬ 
bances. He advised many state and 
federal agencies on the strategy and 
tactics of riot control and also 
authored the definitive text on this 
subject. 

As a devoted student of close- 
combat tactics, Col. Applegate 
realized that the real-world lessons 
he had learned during World War 
II were still relevant in the latter 
half of this century. He therefore 
began efforts to share this knowl¬ 
edge and adapt it to the needs of 
various military and police agen¬ 
cies. The Colonel wrote numerous 
articles for law-enforcement publi¬ 
cations and authored several more 
books. He became involved in the 
design of edged weapons, taking 
steps to produce the Applegate- 
Fairbaim Fighting knife he and 
Fairbaim had conceived near the 
end of the war, as well as several 
other outstanding designs. A 
staunch supporter of the Second 
Amendment, Col. Applegate also 
served on the NR A Board of 
Directors and was a recipient of 
the coveted Outstanding American Handgunner Award. 

His greatest passion, however, was the promotion of point shoot¬ 
ing (an unsighted method of fire that relies on a person’s innate abil¬ 
ity to point accurately) as the most tactically sound method of 
employing a handgun in a close-quarter gunfight. 

Disgusted with the dismal failure of so-called “modem” shoot¬ 
ing techniques in actual gunfights, he became a vocal proponent of 
point shooting and its battle-proven record. The Colonel’s efforts 
not only resulted in numerous lectures, articles, books and videos on 
this topic, they produced a number of changed minds in the firearms 
training community. In fact, Col. Applegate was preparing to speak 
to a conference of California law-enforcement officers in an effort 
to have point shooting adopted as their state training standard when 
he suffered the stroke that ultimately took his life. 

Colonel Rex Applegate was a warrior, mentor, gentleman, and 
friend. He leaves behind a legacy of battle-tested knowledge, that 
will save lives for generations to come, and the treasured memories 
of those of us who had the privilege of knowing him. 

— Michael Janich 
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Toy Soldiers 

Turned out he was right. Time after time 
this iconoclastic bloodhound has tracked 
down, exposed, and, in many cases, humili¬ 
ated members of “the crowd.” Take his first 
case, for example, which involved one Jesse 
Duckworth, who, claiming to be a much¬ 
decorated (aren’t they all?) Special Forces 
soldier, frequently showed up at Burkett’s 
fundraising functions dressed in jungle 
fatigues, reeking of alcohol, and loudly 
relating his Vietnam experiences. He made 
himself a prime target by continually refer¬ 
ring to Burkett and his friends as “the suits.” 

Duckworth, by the way, was the 


I have as many reasons to be modest 
as anybody (ask any of my old SEAL 
buddies), and one of them is a fellow 
Texan named B.G. “Jug” Burkett. Let 
me explain what I mean. 

SOF readers might recall two arti¬ 
cles I wrote about guys who falsely 
claimed to be SEALs (November ’94 
^ and July ’95). Frankly, I got a lot 
of satisfaction exposing those low-living, 
sewer-crawling vermin, and I dealt with 
fewer than a dozen! Imagine how I felt 
when I ran across a guy who has made book 
on more than 1,000 frauds: It was humbling, 
to say the least. 

That’s right — Jug Burkett has proved 
that more than 1,000 men who claimed to 
be Vietnam heroes were phonies. Either 
they were never in Vietnam, they didn’t do 
what they claimed to do, they didn’t receive 
the awards they bragged about, or, all of the 
above. He did it the hard way, one at a time, 
through the National Personnel Records 
Center in St. Louis. 

But I got ahead of myself. Let’s start 
from the beginning, when Burkett first “got 
inspired” to set the record straight about 
who and what Vietnam veterans really are. 
The setting was the Texas State Fair 
grounds in Dallas; the occasion was a news 
conference called by Burkett (who was the 
fund-raising co-chair) to publicize the first 
phase of the Texas Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial. When media representatives 
tried to interview the pony-tailed, scraggly 
bearded, camouflage-fatigue-wearing mem¬ 
bers of a late-arriving group of 
“Vietnam Vets” rather than his 
decently dressed delegation, Burkett 
decided that enough was enough. 

Burkett had long been frustrated 
about the negative stereotype of the 
Vietnam veteran. He was particu¬ 
larly upset over the fact that he, a 
junior officer who did his time in 
“The Nam,” received a couple of 
awards, and came home to resume 
his life, was viewed as an unusual exam¬ 
ple of that species, while the “guys in 
fatigues” were deemed typical vets of that 
unhappy conflict. After the fairgrounds inci¬ 
dent, however, his frustration metamor¬ 
phosed into what has become a consuming 
mission to confirm long-held suspicions 
that boys in “the camouflage crowd” 
weren’t what they claimed to be. 


“Vietnam vet” who, in a famous UPI photo¬ 
graph, was captured saluting a pair of com¬ 
bat boots in front of the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in Washington, D.C., in 1987. 
The photo was printed in hundreds of news¬ 
papers across the country, and no correction 
was ever made, as far as Burkett was able to 
find. A similar story involves the cover pic¬ 
ture of a fatigue-clad, medal-wearing 


“Vietnam vet” at the Vietnam Memorial in 
Washington; Burkett found out who the guy 
was, dug up his record, and proved him to 
be a total fraud. The editor of the magazine 
(The New American) not only refused to 
issue a retraction but became openly hostile 
toward Burkett for ferreting out the truth. 
And The New American purports to be a 
patriotic magazine! 
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Now back to our story. Suspicious from 
the first, Burkett, whose day job is that of 
financial adviser, decided to find out just 
who Brother Duckworth really was. An 
inquiry to the National Personnel Records 
Center soon confirmed Burkett’s suspicions. 
It turned out that this stinking, swaggering, 
green-beret-flaunting, Purple Heart-wearing 
war hero had never set foot in Vietnam, hav¬ 


ing spent most of his military duty in 
Germany, where he was less than a model 
soldier. When Burkett revealed his real his¬ 
tory to the Dallas media (which included his 
having been dischaiged as a private due to 
repeated periods of being AWOL), Big Jesse 
promptly dropped from sight. 

What started as a one-off mission to 
expose a particularly objectionable phony 


1 Identifying himself as a Marine veteran who 
5 fought in Vietnam, Roni DeJoseph, of 
^ Brooklyn, NY, weeps at The Vietnam Wail 
= Experience, a traveling replica of The Wall, fol¬ 
lowing the 1996 Memorial Day Parade in New 
York. Researcher Burkett could find no evi¬ 
dence DeJoseph served in Vietnam — or in 
any branch of the U.S. Armed Forces. 
Hundreds of papers nationally ran this photo 
of DeJoseph “paying honor to a fallen friend.” 


soon became a crusade to confirm Burkett’s 
belief that the Vietnam vet was as normal as 
th,e guy next door. Conversely, he set out to 
demonstrate that the bandana-wearing brag¬ 
garts of “the camouflage crowd” were not 
representative of the young men who served 
honorably and well in Vietnam. One of my 
favorite Burkett exposes involves someone 
near and dear to my own heart — a phony 
SEAL. About five years ago, I read an inter¬ 
view with two VN vets, one Special Forces 
and one SEAL, who, showing remarkable 
ingenuity and dedication, conceived of, 
financed, constructed, and furnished the 
Vietnam War museum in San Antonio, 
Texas. Something about their interview 
made me wonder at the time if they were 
legitimate, but I let the matter drop. Not so 
Bulldog Burkett! 

In due course, my favorite sleuth discov¬ 
ered that the erstwhile SEAL had been a 
Coast Guardsman and that the Green Beret 
was too young to have served in Vietnam 
when he claimed. The sad part about this 
story is that those two gents accomplished a 
laudable goal; they just weren’t satisfied to 
be credited merely with their truly notewor¬ 
thy achievement. (The last I heard, their 
museum was doing nicely, thank you.) 

Nut Cases And 
Hie Gullible Media 

Another favorite Burkett case was that 
involving a CBS Special Report that fea¬ 
tured, among others, a Post Traumatic 
Stress Syndrome (PTSD) victim identified 
only as “Steve.” Claiming to be a former 
SEAL, Steve related his role as a teen-aged 
“Phoenix” assassin. With too many murders 
and atrocities weighing on his conscience, a 
drug-and-alcohol-addicted Steve was, 
according to him (and naively accepted by 
Dan Rather), sent home in a straitjacket. 

When I saw the program, I calculated 
Steve’s claim to have been a 17-year-old 
assassin and figured he would have had to 
start SEAL training when he was 14 or 15 
years old. Then there were other problems: 
One of them was that there were never any 
SEALs assigned to the Phoenix program. 
Another was his claim to have spent two 
years “behind enemy lines” plying his trade. 
That expression is always the trademark of 
a phony or an ignoramus, because, in 
Vietnam, one was either (take your pick) (1) 
always or (2) never “behind enemy lines,” 
such was the nature of that war. 

Always a couple of steps (or miles) 
ahead of my own research, Burkett quickly 
learned Steve’s full name — Steven Ernest 
Southards — and that he was never a SEAL. 
Although he had been in Vietnam, it was as 
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Al Campanie, The Syracuse Newspapers, courtesy Murray Light 




(left) Sometimes combat fantasies and fallacies have consequences outside the American Legion 
bar: here, Congressman James Walsh (R-NY) pins some of the nation’s highest decorations for 
valor on a phony Vietnam veteran, Dave Goff. After Burkett exposed Goffs deception in Reader's 
Digest, he was convicted in federal court, (above) Fraud for Fun and Felonies: Executive Director 
of a Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) center in Dallas, John Woods, supposedly underwent 
surgery to remove Agent Orange-caused tumors, and had testified before congress about various 
Vietnam-related matters. In reality, Woods was never near Vietnam, was booted from the Coast 
Guard, subsequently convicted in Texas of firearms and drugs transgressions, and did time. 


a fireman apprentice in support bases. 
According to Burkett, Southards also spent 
time in the Philippines, where, like Jesse 
Duckworth, he spent an inordinate amount 
of time in the brig for having indulged in 
too much time off without permission, com¬ 
monly known as AWOL. 

Similarly, four of the remaining five vet¬ 
erans allegedly traumatized by their Vietnam 
experiences were shown to have misrepre¬ 
sented their sojourn in that unhappy country. 
One, who claimed to have skinned alive (in 
an hour, no less!) some 50 Vietnamese civil¬ 
ians, has been diagnosed as a paranoid- 
schizophrenic by the Army and draws 
almost $2,000 per month in disability pay¬ 
ments. (I wonder how many other phonies 
concoct Vietnam PTSD and other stories to 
justify their claims to taxpayer dollars.) 

This case is still not closed, as CBS (pre¬ 


dictably) “stands by its story.” Despite 
Burkett’s having furnished documentation 
of Southards’ actual history and of the false 
claims of at least four others. Rather and the 
CBS crowd refuse to acknowledge their 
error. Dandy Dan may yet get his comeup¬ 
pance, however, since a producer at a rival 
network knows the true story and is labor¬ 
ing to bring it to the viewing public’s atten¬ 
tion. (I can’t help but fantasize, by the way, 
about someone exposing those frauds who 
claim to be responsible TV journalists; any¬ 
body come to mind?) 

The Trouble With 
Troubled Vets 

One of Burkett’s earlier cases occurred 
in 1988, when a homeless vagrant shot and 
killed a policeman in Dallas. The Dallas 
Times Herald reported that the killer was a 



One Jack Maslin of Delaware displays medals 
awarded for his Vietnam service, including the 
DSC: He was actually a clerk who was award¬ 
ed no valorous decorations, (inset) Several 
years later, as a member of the Delaware Air 
National Guard, he still wears bogus medals... 
and is considered one of the most decorated 
veterans on the Delaware Guard. 

deeply troubled Vietnam veteran. Upon 
checking the man’s service record, howev¬ 
er, Burkett learned that he had never 
served in Vietnam at all. Despite writing 
several letters to the paper, Burkett was 
never able to obtain a correction from the 
Times Herald. 

The cross-town Dallas Morning News , 
on the other hand, was quick to print a cor¬ 
rection on its front page when Burkett 
uncovered the truth about one John 
Woods, who was executive director of a 
Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) cen¬ 
ter in Dallas. 

The News , in a flattering story, reported 
that he had undergone surgery to remove 
Agent Orange-caused tumors and had testi¬ 
fied before congress about various Vietnam- 
related matters. 

Burkett’s investigations showed that 
Woods’ military career consisted of a year 
in the Coast Guard, with Honolulu, 
Hawaii, being the closest he ever got to 
Vietnam. Having established a consistent 
history of drug abuse as a Coast 


Just recently, I encountered a doozy of a character at a local fast-food emporium. While 
waiting to order, I overheard a long-haired character telling a uniformed soldier from Ft. 

Belvoir, Va., that he had served three tours in Vietnam and that he was in Delta 
Force and that he was a personal friend of Colonel Charlie Beckman [sic]. 
Preening my suspicions, I collected my supper and sat down at a table near the 
guy. Being as casual as possible, I asked him politely when he was in Delta. When 
he answered “1972,” I knew I had another fraud on my hands. 

I asked him how he could have been in Delta in 1972 when it wasn’t formed up 
until the late 1970s; then he started to insinuate to his buddy that I was illegitimate. 

It was at this juncture that I asked him why he was claiming to be something 
he clearly wasn’t. He hemmed and hawed and evaded and naturally never owned 
up to being an impostor, but he did sputter when I informed him that the first com¬ 
mander of First Special Forces Operating Detachment — Delta was Colonel 
Charlie Beckwith , not Beckman! Of course, he informed me that “everybody” who 
knew Charlie called him Beckman. I could see that there was no purpose to be 
served by continuing to press him, so 1 simply remarked that if he bought SOF in 
three or four months he would see himself in print! 

And this final rejoinder is for him: Buddy, if you have problems with who 
you are or what you are, then be sure that you aren’t making false claims to 
someone who knows better. If you persist in claiming to be a Vietnam hero or a 
Delta operator or a deep sea diver or an American Gladiator, you just might run 
into a “real guy” who might not be as pacifistic as I was in dealing with the situation! Or, 
even worse, you just might be talking to Jug Burkett! — L.B. 
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A perennial on the fraud circuit, Frank Dux 
(immortalized in Jean-Claude Van Damme’s 
movie Bloodsport, and in SOF’s “Full Mental 
Jacket” review of Dux’s spurious autobiogra¬ 
phy The Secret Man in August 1996) is shown 
here in Marine uniform with a PX-salad of 
bogus medals, and (inset) with a martial arts 
trophy allegedly won in a “world champi¬ 
onship” but which was made near Dux’s 
home, in North Hollywood. 


Guardsman, Woods was declared unsuit¬ 
able for military service and discharged. 
Upon his return to Texas, he was convicted 
of firearms and drugs transgressions and 
spent time in prison. When Burkett showed 
Woods’ service record to a News reporter, 
the paper was quick to acknowledge its 
error, unlike most media organizations. 

I asked Burkett which of his exposes 
gives him the most satisfaction. He hesitat¬ 
ed, then related the tale of one David Goff, 
the former president of a WA chapter in 
Morrisville, NY. In a ceremony at nearby 
Syracuse in 1989, Representative James 


Walsh (R-NY) belatedly pinned nine 
Vietnam-related medals on Goff, including 
the nation’s number-two award, the 
Distinguished Service Cross. In its coverage 
of the ceremony, the Syracuse Herald 
American dubbed Goff a “hero.” 

Burkett became suspicious of Goff when 
the latter claimed to have been a CIA assas¬ 
sin and to be suffering from the usual ill¬ 
nesses that seem to be part of the phony-vet 
syndrome (PTSD, depression, alcoholism, 
etc.). When Burkett obtained military 
records indicating that Goff had never been 
to Vietnam at all, he made them available to 
the Herald American. 

Not surprisingly, the paper “stands by its 
story,” despite the fact that Goff confessed, 
was convicted in federal court, and was 
meted a $2,000 fine and sentenced to pro¬ 
bation and community service. The Army, 
not surprisingly, has repossessed all the 
medals Rep. Walsh pinned on him. (To his 
credit, the congressman was instrumental in 
charges being brought against Goff.) 


The Real Vietnam 
Vet Stands Up 

What has been the greatest disappoint- 



Stephen T. Banko III, of Buffalo, NY, displays 
his Vietnam decorations — including the 
Distinguished Service Cross he was not 
awarded. Many claim Banko is the most deco¬ 
rated veteran of New York state. Oh, well... 


ment in Burkett’s campaign to bring out the 
truth about Vietnam veterans? He avers it to 
be the general unwillingness of the media to 
correct the record when they make mis¬ 
takes. It would appear that the more out¬ 
landish the story told by these phony vets, 
and the more definitive the proof of their 
lies, the less inclined are the media to cor¬ 
rect their stories. 

The Dallas Morning News , according to 
Burkett, was unique in its prompt repudia¬ 
tion of the Woods story. The attitudes of 
CBS, the Syracuse Herald American , and 
the Dallas Times Herald are more typical, 
unhappily for those of us who long to see 
objective treatment of the Vietnam veteran. 

What, indeed, is the typical Vietnam 
vet? It appears certain from data Burkett has 
accumulated that the vet is different from 
the average American, albeit not in the man¬ 
ner that the media would lead us to expect. 
Among other things, statistical analyses in 
Burkett’s possession demonstrate that 
Vietnam veterans: 

• have a lower unemployment rate than 
the national average; 


Continued on page 73 



The grander the fraud, the better its reception. 
Bogus Medal-of-Honor recipient, David Wilk, 
addresses an audience at the Dallas VA hospi¬ 
tal, where he was honored as the keynote 
speaker. 
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Not content with simply exposing phony heroes, Jug 
Burkett has taken on another mission — exposing fraud 
within the Department of Veterans Affairs hospital sys¬ 
tem! This crusade got started when, in the course of his 
seminal research on wannabes, Burkett came into con¬ 
tact with a number of PTSD (Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder) victims. So, he did what Burkett does best — 
checked ‘em out. Turns out that, according to him, up to 
three-quarters (that’s 75%) of all PTSD sufferers were 
never in combat at all! He relates story after story of 
migrant “Vietnam veterans” who travel from one VA 
hospital to another until they persuade some weenie of a 
staff psychologist to diagnose them as suffering from 
PTSD, which all too often results in these phonies 
obtaining 100% disability payments. 

What makes that situation even worse is the fact that 
these parasites obtain access to VA hospitals without 
having even a rudimentary records check done to prove 
eligibility for VA benefits. A phony DD-214 seems to 
work all too well, and the VA system itself contributes 
to the ease with which the system is accessed and the 


extent to which it is abused. Burkett maintains that the VA aids 
and abets this fraud in order to create and keep jobs — he also 
maintains that congress is also accountable in that it enacts legis¬ 
lation (often if not always sponsored by Vietnam Veterans of 
America — successors to Vietnam Veterans against the War) that 
broadens the charter of VA hospitals not only to accept more psy¬ 
chiatric patients, but to actually search them out! Believe it or not, 
PTSD diagnoses are now being made for wives and children of 
Vietnam vets (or whatever)! 

Burkett cites case after case of blatant abuse of the system by 
both ineligible patients and medical staff, with some professionals 
actually creating “legends” for putative PTSD patients. It is his view 
that the entire VA system, from top to bottom, is corrupt and needs a 
drastic overhaul. He is so upset about the abuses that, when I speak 
with him, he spends more time on that subject than on phony heroes. 
In my judgment, it is dead-certain that his next book will be an 
expose of how non-combatant (and in many cases non-veteran) 
patients can obtain treatment at the expense of the average 
American. 

For my part, I’d sell my stock in the VA hospital system once 
Jug Burkett gets up a head of steam! — LB. 
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wf he largest bust of illegal machine guns 
W in the history of U.S. law enforcement — 
2,000 Chinese-made AK-47s and silencers 
shipped in crates marked as “tools” — might 
well be cause for considerable bragging 
rights, especially in the most fervently anti¬ 
gun administration in our history. 

Instead, the two Department of Treasury 
agencies involved, the U.S. Customs 
Service and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms, are curiously low-key about 
the undercover sting known as “Dragon 
Fire.” Agents got the guns and five lower- 
ranking conspirators in March 1996. Most 
were U.S. citizens of Chinese ancestry, who 
pleaded guilty to violating the Arms 
Embargo Act. Sentencing is pending. 

"The sting remains a mystery, though. 
The two ringleaders and their six lieu¬ 
tenants, businessmen from the People’s 
Republic of China who are top executives 
for China’s two government-owned arms 
manufacturers, Poly Technologies and 
Norinco, apparently were tipped off about 
the highly classified sting. 

Federal agents had hoped to lure the two 
top Chinese arms-manufacturing execu¬ 
tives, who had met at least once with the 
undercover agents, back to U.S. soil. 
Several of the others were in the United 
States, but managed to elude agents with 
arrest warrants and return to the PRC. All 
eight are listed as fugitives. 

“There is no trial pending,” William 
Shaeffer, the assistant U.S. attorney in the 
organized crime strike force in San 
Francisco, which headed the case, confirmed 
for Soldier Of Fortune. “We were notified by 
the government in the PRC that four of those 
eight had been tried at home, convicted and 
sentenced to up to 13 years in prison.” 

Asked if he had any way to independent¬ 
ly verify the trials and reported prison sen¬ 
tences in China, Shaeffer declined comment. 

“I can tell you that whatever happens or 
doesn’t happen in the PRC has no bearing 
on their status here,” he said. “These eight 
men are still considered fugitives, and there 
are warrants outstanding for their arrests. 
We believe at least seven of them are still in 
the PRC. This case is still an open case.” 

The number of machine guns and silencers 
seized, and the fact that the secret sting opera¬ 
tion may have been betrayed by someone 
within our government, are not the most dis¬ 
turbing aspects of Dragon Fire. Perhaps more 


The Chinese People’s Liberation Army (above) 
is not merely a force of 220,000,000 men; it is 
also one of the world’s biggest business enti¬ 
ties, with industrial/commercial, espionage 
and diplomatic endeavors interwoven like a 
fine silken fabric, (right) Rep. Dan Burton (R- 
Ind.), chair of committee investigating cam¬ 
paign finance irregularities, left, clears way 
through reporters as he escorts Democratic 
Party contributor Johnny Chung (center). 
Chung’s lawyer Brian Sun is at the far right. 
More than $300,000 tunneled into the DNC cof¬ 
fers by Chung was returned when it came to 
light. Is it possible the return for this largess 
was to be more than an autographed photo of 
Hillary Rodham Clinton? 
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disconcerting are the allegations of who was 
behind the gun-running conspiracy — high- 
ranking PRC officials — and the accusation in 
the indictments that these weapons were head¬ 
ed for West Coast street gangs. 

Red Guards In America 

Some of these street gangs, according to 
the San Francisco Examiner ; are headed by 
illegal immigrants who once were members of 
the Chinese army’s elite, ultra-Marxist Red 
Guard. Evidence indicates Chinese govern¬ 
ment officials knew about — and may have 
participated in — the gun-running conspiracy. 

Worst of all, it’s not the first time that 
attempts to smuggle machine guns — and 
even far more destructive weapons — have 
been linked to China. Nor is it the first time 
that word of the subsequent investigation 
was leaked to the perpetrators. Apparently 
the world’s most powerful and most popu¬ 
lous communist country may have eyes, 
ears and influence at the highest levels of 
the United States government. 

Possibly no one understands this better 


than a one-time federal undercover opera¬ 
tive named Mickey Downie. The burly, 
bearded big-game hunter and Class III 
machine gun dealer knows first hand what 
it’s like to run up against the invisible wall 
that seems to protect people using Chinese 
money to smuggle weapons into the United 
States from Southeast Asia. 

Downie is familiar to Soldier Of Fortune 
readers for his undercover work for U.S. 
Customs and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. In 1989-90, Downie was the 
principal undercover agent in “Operation 
Leatherneck,” an alleged conspiracy by the 
communist governments of China and 
Vietnam — and a small group of retired 
U.S. military officers — to smuggle $70 
million worth of automatic weapons, 
grenade and rocket launchers and other 
high-end ordnance to street gangs in the 
United States (see “Operation Leatherneck” 
and “Leatherneck II” January and February 
’95, respectively). 

The Operation Leatherneck shipment, 
which was to be busted on the high seas, was 


to include 400,000 full-auto Ml6s abandoned 
in the fall of South Vietnam, 750,000 Ml car¬ 
bines and Ml Garands, grenade launchers, 
TOW missiles and LAW rockets, Red Eye 
surface-to-air missiles and much more. 

After Special Agent Frank Caliendo, with 
whom Downie had worked for more than 10 
years, was arbitrarily transferred at a critical 
juncture in the Leatherneck investigation, 
Downie became convinced that someone in 
Customs or its higher headquarters, the 
Treasury Department, was trying to deliberate¬ 
ly sabotage the operation. That conviction 
deepened when Caliendo was replaced by a 
rookie agent just out of training school who 
had no investigative experience, much less any 
savvy about international arms smuggling. 

Accusing U.S. Customs supervisory 
agents of a cover-up, Downie resigned from 
Leatherneck and was quickly picked by the 
FBI as an undercover operative in a probe of 
police corruption in Cleveland. Within 
months, under the supervision of FBI Special 
Agent Dan Estrem, Downie played a key role 
in the arrest and prosecution of 47 crooked 
Cleveland cops who were taking bribes to 
protect gambling and narcotics operations. It 
was one of the largest and most successful 
public corruption cases in U.S. history. But it 
didn’t exactly endear Downie to everyone in 
law enforcement circles. 

Apparently motivated by his accusations 
of a cover-up in the aborted Leatherneck 


Former U.S. Customs and FBI undercover 
operative Mickey Downie displays a part of 
the surveillance tapes and document files 
he accumulated during the six months he 
worked Operation Leatherneck. The Treas¬ 
ury Department’s Office of Foreign Assets 
Control was unable to cover up its sabotage 
of Leatherneck because Downie kept copies 
of virtually every evidentiary document he 
obtained. 
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probe, some supervisory Customs and ATF 
agents who’d known and used Downie for 
years began a campaign of retribution and 
harassment against him, one he said is 
ongoing. Also caught in the bureaucratic 
crossfire were Estrem, Caliendo and other 
federal agents who supported Downie. 
Punitive transfers sent Estrem to 
Anchorage, Alaska, and Caliendo to Los 
Angeles. Caliendo’s group supervisor. Bill 
Allen, was sent to Seoul, South Korea. 

Internal investigations were conducted, 
but agents reaching conclusions supportive 
of Downie were also punished. Jim 
McCarten, a former investigator with 
Treasury's Inspector General's office, 
resigned. Tom Strzemienski, a former 


Plittman and Bob Sheridan, to stop for¬ 
warding information to U.S. prosecutors. 
Then, without informing other Customs 
officials, Newcomb sent Standard 
Chartered Bank in New York a cease-and- 
desist letter, which “angry Treasury officials 
... said ... effectively tipped off the bank." 

Because the bank is owned by the PRC, 
and because the PRC was financing the deal 
to smuggle abandoned U.S. ordnance from 
Vietnam back into the United States, pre¬ 
sumably it also tipped off the gun-running 
conspirators. 

When Plittman and Sheridan filed offi¬ 
cial complaints about this and other ques¬ 
tionable actions by their boss, Newcomb 
took steps to abolish their jobs. Both were 



Customs agent-turned-congress ional-staff- 
investigator, was assigned to look into 
Leatherneck. He came to work one day to 
find the locks changed on his office door 
and his job abolished. 

Higher-Up Couer-Up 

Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets 
Control, headed by R. Richard Newcomb, 
also did an internal investigation. OFAC, 
responsible for monitoring all international 
banking transactions that cross U.S, bor¬ 
ders, got involved when Downie and 
Caliendo, while tracking the financing for 
Leatherneck’s gun-running conspiracy from 
the PRC-controlled Standard Chartered 
Bank branches in Hong Kong, Singapore 
and New York, stumbled upon huge cash 
transfers from major U.S. corporations to 
Vietnam’s communist government. At the 
time, Vietnam was under an economic 
embargo and the cash transfers, made 
through the same Chinese banks, violated 
the Trading with the Enemy Act. 

A subsequent audit verified the transfer 
of millions of dollars from the U.S. corpo¬ 
rations through the China-controlled bank 
to the Vietnam government, the Associated 
Press reported, but punitive action was not 
taken. To the contrary, OFAC’s boss, 
Newcomb, ordered his investigators, Steve 


When Customs and the BATF busted a 
COSCO freighter with 2,000 illegal machine 
guns being smuggled into West Coast street 
gangs, who were the “businessmen” they 
were dealing with? The People’s Liberation 
Army. Clinton personally pressured the city of 
Long Beach to lease the former U.S. Naval 
base to “COSCO” Just who owns COSCO? 
Oh, here they are below in uniform: the 
People’s Liberation Army, who happens to 
own the world’s largest merchant fleet. 



reduced in rank and pay. Both long-time 
special agents, Sheridan was reduced to 
being an analyst, Downie said, and Plittman 
was sent back to basic agent training,school. 

The good news is that Downie has been 
fighting back. He has won the first two fed¬ 
eral lawsuits he filed in the aftermath of 
Leatherneck, and three more are pending. 
And, although supervisory agents in 
Customs and ATF placed his life in danger 
by publicly exposing several of his under¬ 
cover identities, Downie has not only sur¬ 
vived, but thrived. With much of his exten¬ 
sive source network still intact, he has been 
exacting his own retribution. 


Long March To Long Beach 



Part of the maelstrom of controversy surround¬ 
ing the White House, the Democratic National 
Committee and suspect campaign contribu¬ 
tions includes not only large amounts of cash 
suspected to come from the Chinese, but targe 
contributions from U.S. industrialists — who 
subsequently were granted expert licenses for 
technology of use to China’s defense programs. 
The Chinese F-811 fighter is one of many 
weapons systems to benefit. The Chinese were 
in the process of obtaining some $19 million 
worth of militarily sensitive radar equipment, to 
go to China aboard COSCO vessels, until the 
plan was uncovered and quashed. 


It was Downie, for instance, who was 
the source for the first published reports 
revealing plans by the Clinton 
Administration to lease the now-closed 
Long Beach Naval Shipyard facility to the 
Chinese Overseas Shipping Company, or 
COSCO. COSCO, owned by the People’s 
Liberation Army, has the world’s largest 
merchant fleet — including the Empress 
Phoenix , the vessel aboard which the 2,000 
AK-47s were seized in Operation Dragon 
Fire on 18 March 1996. 

The proposed Long Beach shipyard deal 
— which is in limbo because of several law¬ 
suits and possible congressional interven¬ 
tion — is interesting on several levels. 

Despite a $50 million modernization in 
recent years, and that it sits in immediate 
proximity to several sensitive and, in some 
cases, highly classified, U.S. signal intelli¬ 
gence and military-industrial facilities, plus 
the U.S. Naval Weapons Station at Seal 
Beach, the Long Beach shipyard was closed 
by the Clinton Administration and given to 
the city of Long Beach. 

Clinton then took a personal hand in 
pushing city leaders to lease the state-of-the- 
art facility to COSCO. Besides being an ideal 
location from which to smuggle contraband 
into or out of the U.S., the shipyard is also 
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ideally located to gather intelligence from the 
aforementioned sensitive facilities. Yet 
Clinton’s decision to push the COSCO lease 
was made without an operational security 
review by the National Security Council. 

“There seemed to be no reason to check 
with the National Security Council on the 
decision made by Long Beach,” said former 
White House lawyer Lanny Davis, who was 
prominent among Clinton’s defenders in the 
Monica Lewinsky sex scandal. 

Clinton met twice with Long Beach offi¬ 
cials to discuss the COSCO lease proposal, 
once in 1996, and in September 1995. 
Among those attending the latter meeting 
was Carmen Perez, vice president of the 
Long Beach Harbor Commission. Her 
involvement is of interest because she also 
was a former vice chair of the Democratic 
National Committee, which is at the eye of 
the investigative storm swirling around the 
campaign financing scandal. The focus of 
that scandal is whether the PRC, through 
agents of influence primarily located in 
Arkansas and California, funneled desper¬ 
ately needed money into Clinton’s cam¬ 
paign coffers — a violation of federal law. 

Fellow Marchers 

The unusual circumstance of White 
House intervention in the decision-making of 
a local government over what to do with a 
closed military facility did not go unnoticed. 

“A Clinton administration official made 
what several people involved describe as 
highly unusual telephone calls to push for 
construction there of a container terminal 
that would be leased to a shipping company 
owned by the Chinese government,” the 
New York Times reported. “ ... Several offi¬ 
cials who received them said it was highly 
unusual for the White House to intervene on 
behalf of one side in a local battle like this 
one, especially when the intervention bene¬ 
fited the cause of a private [sic] company ... 
Several of those officials said the White 
House pressure had been unprecedented ... ” 

Thanks to that pressure, COSCO apparent¬ 
ly was getting a very sweet deal. “Bids were 
not sought on the project,” wrote AP reporter 
John Solomon, which effectively shut out pos¬ 
sible competition by U.S. shipping compa¬ 
nies, who badly need the business. Also cut 
out of the deal was a U.S. Marine Corps bat¬ 
talion which located there after its former 
headquarters was destroyed in California’s 
North Ridge earthquake in 1994. Despite their 
plea to remain, the Marine unit was evicted in 
the face of White House pressure. 

The Port of Long Beach, almost $1 bil¬ 
lion in debt, plans to issue bonds to finance 
the estimated $200 million in dredging, 
demolition and new construction needed to 
accommodate COSCO’s needs, according 
to Relevance , a monthly non-partisan 
watchdog publication. Also budgeted is 
reimbursement for COSCO’s moving costs. 

And what kind of corporate citizen 
might COSCO make in the community? 
The company was fined $400,000 for pay¬ 
ing kickbacks to avoid U.S. tariffs in 1994. 
It its edition of 5 January 1997, the Chicago 


Tribune reported that COSCO was helping 
PTK, a Poly Technologies subsidiary com¬ 
pany, to smuggle military technology out of 
the United States. 

“ ... Poly executives wrote memos show¬ 
ing they planned to purchase at least $ 19 mil¬ 
lion worth of militarily sensitive U.S.-made 
radar equipment, then use [COSCO] to send 
the products to a harbor about 100 miles 
from Beijing,” the Chicago daily reported. 


<D 



President Clinton personally came to Long 
Beach in August 1996 to promote the city’s 
lease of the former U.S. Navy facilities to 
the People’s Liberation Army’s shipping 
company, COSCO. 


Yet executives from these same Trojan 
horse companies, such as Poly Tech’s chair¬ 
man, Wang Jun, and Hongye Zheng, a 
senior COSCO adviser, managed to pay 
calls on Comrade Clinton at White House 
fund raisers. 

Vultures Of A Feather 
Fly Together 

The latter was introduced to Clinton by 
Johnny Chung, the Chinese-American busi¬ 
nessman from California. Two days earlier, 
Chung had made a $50,000 donation to the 
Democratic National Committee, personal¬ 
ly handed over to Hillary Clinton’s chief of 
staff, Maggie Williams. A total of $366,000 
of DNC contributions by Chung were 
“returned,” Democratic party leaders 
explained, after the money became the 
focus of several investigations into illegal 
campaign donations. 

Poly Tech’s boss, Wang Jun, who drew 
the attention of investigating agents in the 
Dragon Fire sting, was escorted to his White 
House meeting with Clinton on 2 February 
1996, by a longtime Little Rock pal of 
Clinton’s, Ya Lin “Charlie” Trie, (see 
“China Syndrome” October ’98.) Trie is 
under investigation for donating $600,000 
to a defense fund set up to pay Clinton’s 
staggering legal bills brought on by the host 
of scandals besetting his administration. 

Just prior to their meeting with Clinton, 


Wang Jun and Trie met privately with John 
Huang, a top-level assistant to the late 
Commerce Secretary Ron Brown. Brown 
was a former DNC chairman who, at the 
time of his death, was under investigation 
for allegedly accepting up to $1 million 
from communist leaders in Hanoi in the 
time frame leading up Clinton’s lifting of 
the economic embargo against Vietnam. 

According to U.S. Representative Gerald 
Solomon, heading one of several campaign 
finance investigations in congress, Huang 
was a “Chinese political operative ... placed 
in the government of this country ... to con¬ 
duct economic espionage and even breach... 
national security, while at the same time 
having free access to the White House.” 

Four days before his meetings at the 
Commerce Department and the White House, 
Wang Jun got something no one else has been 
able to get from the most ardent anti-gun 
president in history; a waiver to import 
Chinese-made semi-auto rifles outlawed 
under Clinton’s cherished “assault rifle” ban. 

On 2 February 1996, Clinton had signed a 
waiver allowing Poly Tech to import 100,000 
of the rifles Clinton had vilified as a favorite 
killing tool of street gangs. It was later 
learned that these weapons were destined for 
a company known as CJA in Detroit. NBC 
News reported that CJA was a front company 
for the Chinese national police. 

Chung, Huang and Trie are all reported¬ 
ly cooperating in an ongoing investigation 
in campaign finance irregularities. It is a 
case that Attorney General Janet Reno — 
despite recommendations to the contrary by 
FBI Director Louis Freeh — continues to 
insist does not have enough evidence to 
merit the attention of a special prosecutor. 

Further investigation into the Dragon 
Fire case, meanwhile, seems to be in limbo. 
The AK-47 assault rifles that were seized in 
Operation Dragon Fire, the indictments 
allege, were supposed to be a test run for a 
smuggling pipeline that was to later funnel 
into the United States more lethal items 
from the Chinese army’s infantry weapons 
inventory; everything from grenade launch¬ 
ers to the shoulder-fired Red Parakeet sur¬ 
face-to-air missiles. All were to go to U.S. 
street gangs. Sound familiar? 

Guerrillas In Our Midst? 

Could there already be agent provoca¬ 
teurs in our midst, awaiting implementation 
of a plan by their communist bosses to fur¬ 
nish them with the “tools” of their terrorist 
trade, to empower the violent upheaval of 
our government and society? Scarier still, 
though, is the possibility that there are those 
in our government who would protect them 
and their evil plans. 

Many people, including some of our 
nation’s political and military leaders, not to 
mention greedy corporate board chairmen 
more interested in market share than nation¬ 
al security, will tell you that the People’s 
Republic of China should be cultivated as 
an ally, that such “red-baiting” about the 

Continued on page 68 
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Death & Taxes 


Continued from page 43 

ministry joint police task force were ner¬ 
vously smoking cigarettes, listening to radio 
communications and going over final plans. 

BATFsky Raid 

One of the task force members had only 
minutes before been driven over to the tar¬ 
get and asked to buy a few thousand dollars 
worth of wine using marked money. If all 
went to plan, this would be the second time 
this year that the Alpha-Omega alcohol 
warehouse had sold tax police wine with 
phony tax stamps. 

“If the ‘muscle’ behind the warehouse 
was less powerful than the police,” 
Poshupkin said, “maybe this time we will 
close them down for good.” 

Ten minutes later we were running 
towards the warehouse. 

The officer in on the buy had identified 
himself and now needed backup to com¬ 
plete the arrests. Pistols came out, walkie- 
talkies began crackling and our systems 
went into hyper-drive. 

When SOF was finally allowed into the 
warehouse, four warehouse workers and a 
private security guard were being pat 
searched while tax-police detectives were 
checking the phony tax stamps on the wine. 

In the warehouse office, two officers 


were going through file cabinets, while 
another officer stumbled upon a strong box 
below the cash register containing the ruble 
equivalent of $250,000 in cash. 

The warehouse owner then calmly 
grabbed his cellular telephone and called his 
lawyer. When told that the money would 
have to be confiscated if he couldn’t prove 
receipts for it, the man shrugged and lit a 
cigarette. 

“He’s cool about it now,” said joint 
task force detective Igor Yurisov, “but 
after one or two weeks in jail he’ll be more 
cooperative. Maybe he’ll even tell us who 
is protecting him and where the alcohol is 
going to.” 

Yurisov said the phony export of alco¬ 
hol, as a way to evade taxes, has become 
increasingly widespread. For example, he 
said, he remembered a case against the 
management of a biochemical plant who 
cobbled together a string of fake contracts 
with foreign firms for the supply of vodka. 
In reality, however, the “export consign¬ 
ments” of vodka were sold in Russia. 

“These guys then made big profits by 
claiming huge VAT [value-added tax] and 
duty exemptions that normally apply to 
exports,” he said. 

A Fifth Of Vodka: 

No fifth of Amendment 

Back in the warehouse, the detectives 
had separatecj the workers, forced a number 
of them onto their knees and were writing 


out confessions that everyone was expected 
to sign. “We know what was going on here, 
so it’s better if we write it in clear Russian,” 
said joint task force detective Andre Kisin, 
“The suspect then agrees with what I’ve 
written and he signs it.” 

A tax ministry video team had arrived, 
and was busy taping the raid for use in 
court. 

“What kind of a camera is that?” the 
security guard asked one of the detectives 
while reading over his prepared confession. 
“If you paid more than $20,000 you could 
have come to me for a bargain.” 

“Maybe I will,” came the response. 
“We’ll be seeing a lot of each other in the 
next few years ... in jail.” 

In his celebrated Wealth of Nations (ca. 
1776), Adam Smith wrote, referring to the 
possibility of taxing income, “An inquisi¬ 
tion into every man’s private circumstances, 
and an inquisition which, in order to accom¬ 
modate the tax to them, watched over all the 
fluctuations of his fortune, would be a 
source of such continual and endless vexa¬ 
tion as no people could support.” 

But top tax cop Almazov had the last 
word. “We always act in conformity with 
law. No matter what it is like, good or bad, 
it must be fulfilled.” 

Based in Budapest, SOF’ s Chief Foreign 
Correspondent Mark H. Milstein has the 
pleasure of contributing to the tax coffers of 
more than one government . 
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Professional Locksmithing Tools 


PXP 8 l ill A lUl AIMn-One I M. 


LOCKAID 

Specifically designed to pick S' ■ 

tumbler locks. Designed over thirty ^ 

years ago to aid law enforcement agencies. 
Consists of tension wrench, three needles and 
Lockaid “Gun.” Prices include a copy of the book 
“Lockplcklng Simplified." 

Lockaid $69.95 _ 1 II11111 


PIX MODEL 13 iiija^. 

This deluxe yet compact kit 
features 11 of the most commonly 
used tools. Comes in a slim cowhide leather case 
for discreet undercover operatives. As a ^ 
special bonus, a 5-piece set of warded Mk 
picks is included. A16-piece set total. «l 

Also included, a copy of "Lockpicking 
Simplified." Receive ail this at a low price of 
Pix 13 $42.95 


PXP 8 

• Shirt Pocket Size. \ 

• Top Grain Cowhide 
Leather. 

• Has 8 Picks, Tension 

Wrenchs and Broken Key 
Extractor. \\ 

• All Picks with Metal N. 

Handles. » 

• Copy of Lockpicking Simplified. 

PXP 8 $24.95 


pxp io 

• Shirt Pocket Size. V\y V 

• Top Grain Cowhide Leather: ^ ^ ^ 

• Has 13 Picks, Tension Wrenchs and Broken Key 
Extractor. 

• All Picks with Metal Handles. 

• Copy of Lockpicking Simplified. 

PXP 10 $34.95 


Lockpicking Simplified $8.50 

Complete Guide to Lockpicking $15.00 
Improvised Lock Picks $9.95 

Tubular Locks $8.95 

Lockout and forced entry $11.95 

Involuntary Repression $10.95 


j? 

/ 


Safe & Vault manipulation 
How to Pick Pins & Wafers 
Combination Locks 
Keys by Impressioning 
Key Casting Manual 
Locks, Picks, Clicks 



¥ 4 


SESAMEE DECODER 

This tool was designed to decode the exact 
combination of a sesamee padlock without 
damaging the lock. Detailed instruction included. 


ESP-13 VpPx&JWfl * 11' damaging the lock. Detailed instruction included. 

This handy new pick set is the most popular set among 
professional locksmiths today. This kit consists of 12 

different tools housed in a handsome black leather case $17.95 

designed for a shirt pocket. Included in the price, you 
receive a 5-piece warded key set and a copy of 
"Lockpicking Simplified." 17-piece set total. 

ESP-13 $45.95 

MINI PICK TUBULAR 

The most effective tubular pick on the market, unite the larger picks with long 

handles or screwdriver handtea The longer the tod, the more pressure needed ' 

which causes easy breakage. The advantage of the MM Pick is it is so short, $79.95 

you only use your thumb and index finger With a tittle practice this tool wffl open a tubular lock in less than a minute 

A. Mxjr Choice: (1) Center (2) Offset left (3) Offset right; B. "Segal" 8 pm tubular G 5-pin Tubular; D Spin Tubular; E 8-Pin Ace 


DOUBLE SIDED DISK TUMBLER PICKS 

Set of 4 picks designed to be used on the most popular double¬ 
sided disc tumbler, showcase, cam and padlocks. 

$29.95 SCHLAGE WAFER 

The most fantastic tool you will 
Electric Picks ever use. This set consists of two 

base keys and pick. Complete in¬ 
structions included. 

$29.95 ^ 


The best single tool for most pin tumbler locks • Opens many locks in seconds 
High quality aluminum construction • Used by locksmiths worldwide 


E100C (3 volt). $ 99.95 


P,X_EZ I JMSs 

All-In-One 

Pick-Set 

100% American Madel 
As convenient to carry 
and use as a pocket knife! ▼ 

Only 4 inches tong, half inch square, weighs under five 
ounces, works fast and opens pin and water tumbler 
locks quickly, with very little effort Six tempered spring 
steel picks, tension wrench. $34.95 


WKS PICKS Mk 

Made of the finest blue tempered //1 \\ 
spring steel, this 5-piece padlock / J 1 * 
pick-set Is a must In every lock¬ 
smiths’ tool box. This set will pick open most 
every warded padlock made today. $9.95 


MONTHLY SPECIAL 


RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 


INCLUDES — 5 ITEMS 

1-MD-16 DELUXE SET. 

. $59.95 

1-SCHALGE WAFER SET. 

1 -SESAMEE DECODER. 

.$17.95 

1-WKS PICKS... 

.$ 9.95 

1-DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS. 

. fifl.95 

A VALUE OF $147.75 

AT A LOW PRICE OF $89.95 




MD16 

Shirt Pocket Size, Top Grain 
Cowhide Leather, Zippered 
Case, has 16 Picks, Tension 
Wrenches and Broken Key 
Extractor. 
$59.95 


MD32 

Hip Pocket Size, , 
Top Grain 
Cowhide Leather, 
Zippered Case, 
has 32 picks, 
Tension Wrenches, 
Broken Key 
Extractor. 

$69.95 




Catalog $3.00 — Free with order. 
Allow three weeks delivery 
on Personal Check Orders. 
Money orders ship same day 
rece ived. 

All major credit cards 
accepted. __ 



MD60 

Top Grain Cowhide Leather, Zippered Case, 
has 60 picks, Tension Wrenches, Broken Key 
Extractor and Warded Master Keys. $109.95 


Must be 18 vears 

P.O. Box 68, Dept. SF11, Dexter, OR 97431; (541)726-6360 of age 

Web Address: www.gun-room.com E-mail: gunroom@pacwest.net 
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ELECTRIC LOCK PICK 


Most elec¬ 
tric lock pick ads 
are grossly exagger¬ 
ated - and most electric 
lock picks are grossly overpriced. 

Enter the EIOOHO by SouthOrd. Ma¬ 
chined aluminum construction and a 4.5 volt 
motor combine with precision, durability and fac¬ 
tory support to bring you the greatest value in the industry. In¬ 
cludes four picking needles, three tension tools, and adjustment 
wrenches. EIOOHO (assented) • $179.95 

EIOOHO Kit -$99.95 

AUTO 
WEDGIE 

For police officers, repo 
people, wrecker drivers, auto repair 
shops, car dealers, and anyone who 
needs to open a vehicle, this tool that we fondly 
call “The Auto Wedgie", is about all you'll ever need, 

Forget about spending hundreds of dollars on specialty tools, 
bent wire devices, jigglers, tryout keys and so on. This “wonder 
tool", by SouthOrd, opens.just about every car, van, and small 
truck on the road—even the new models that are immune to a 
slim jim. We know it all sounds just too good to be true—but buy 
one, and you will be a believer! The set comes complete with a 
Slide Rod, and a Nylon Wedge for compromising convertibles. 
SJW-3 $79.95 


SAP 

GLOVES 

I love these gloves—used 
them for years! They're great protec¬ 
tion when climbing fences during a foot 
pursuit, just riding your 'cycle, or protect¬ 
ing your knuckles when some cowboy decides to run his face 
into them! Each glove has 8 oz of powdered lead embedded in 
the knuckle area. Discreet protection. State size when ordering. 
D-100 (deerskin) $69.95 pr. D-50 (cowhide) $39.95 pr. 




BRASS 
KNUCKS 

A blast from the past! These “1928" knuckle dusters take us 
back to thedays of prohibition, black sedans, and "Tommy" guns. 
They look great just laying on your desk, holding down those 
important papers. And believe it or not, they are so slick that 
many of our customers have used them to make foot pegs for 
their Harleys! 

KNB (brass) $13.50 each; $24.40 per pair 
KNA (aluminum) $8.00 each; $14.50 per pair 



SOUTHORD ^ 
RECON FIGHTER 



Ok guys, if you like a fighting knife that's built like a Hummer, 
we’ve got one for ya! This beauty is heavy—and heavy duty. All 
stainless steel construction with checkered rubber handles, The 
feel reminds me of my old S&W 66 with the Pachmyers—it's 
rugged, reliable, and it won't let me down! Believe it—once you 
buy one of these "picks", you'll never let it go! Comes complete 
with a Web sheath. Overall length, eight and one quarter inches. 
KN-2n $29.95 



SOUTHERN 

ORDNANCE 


THE SOUTHERN ORDNANCE CATALOG - loaded with hard to find items 
- Locksmith Toots, Pellet Riffles, Crossbows, Switchblades, Transmitters, 
Bug Detectofs, Books, and Videos, Boxing Equipment Police Supplies and 
Much, Much, Much More 1 Onfy $5.00 or FREE with any order. 


CHECK, MONEY ORDER, VISA, MASTERCARD, AMERICAN EXPRESS, OPTIMA 
WARNING: Check Stale and Local Laws. Must be 18 years or older to order 

www.south ord.com 

e-mail: sales@southord.com 

P.O. Box 279 • Babson Part, FL33827 

CALL: (941) 638-2499 . FAX: (941) 638-2486 




Dragon Dollars 


Continued from page 65 


“yellow peril” of Chinese communism is 
shrill, unenlightened, and even racist. 

This Chinese government is not our 
enemy, they will coo. This is about busi¬ 
ness, not war, they assure us; it is about con¬ 
structive engagement. 

But Chairman Mao, the founder of his 
nation’s Communist Party and spiritual 
father of China’s recent emergence as a 
global power, said it best: “War is the con¬ 
tinuation of politics by other means. ... 
Every Communist must grasp the truth, 
“Political power grows out of the barrel of a 
gun.’ ... According to the Marxist theory of 
the state, the army is the chief component of 
state power ...” 

In modern China, the army also acts as 
the chief comptroller and controlling stock¬ 
holder of the myriad ersatz companies eager 
to do business in the U.S. In China, the busi¬ 
ness sector and military sector are as insep¬ 
arable as are the government itself and the 
Chinese Communist Party. The government 
is the party; the party is the government. 
The military is business, and the business is 
military. The model is monolithic. 

Because it was compromised by a high- 
level security leak, which led to the prema¬ 
ture raid that netted only the 2,000 machine 
guns and silencers, the Dragon Fire investi¬ 
gation never went far enough to clearly link 
Wang Jun, Poly Tech’s chairman, to the gun 
running conspiracy. 

Tipped Off? 

But several Poly Tech executives just 
below Wang Jun were indicted. Some who 
were visiting in this county made hasty 
returns to the PRC, conveniently avoiding 
arrest. Robert Ma, boss of Poly Tech’s U.S. 
subsidiary, also made a sudden decision to 
return to the Motherland, two days ahead of 
federal agents with a warrant for his arrest. 
What luck for Mr. Ma! Or was it luck? 

When supervisory agents at U.S. 
Customs Service headquarters in 
Washington got a telephone query from a 
Los Angeles Times reporter prior to the 
seizure, they suspected that the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, notorious 
for its affinity for publicity at any cost, had 
leaked word of the months-Iong operation 
in an attempt to claim credit. 

The case managers tried to buy time by 
promising an exclusive, a ploy they had to 
repeat when another query, this one from 
the New York Times , came in. By now fear¬ 
ful that their undercover operatives might 
be in danger, a decision was made to seize 
the machine guns. On the night of 18 March 
1996, Customs and ATF agents raided the 
Empress Phoenix, docked at the ocean ter¬ 
minal in Oakland, Calif. 

Among those arrested in the coming days 
was a key organizer on this end, Hammond 
Ku, a Chinese-American businessman with 
ties to both Norinco and Poly Tech. Also 


arrested was a Chinese-American restaurant 
owner, Richard Chen, who had worked as a 
U.S. representative for Norinco. 

Customs and ATF officials were quick to 
blame each other for the security leaks that 
compromised the ongoing investigation and 
allowed the high-level Chinese government 
suspects to avoid arrest by leaving the country. 
But enforcement of criminal laws does not 
occur in a political vacuum when internation¬ 
al boundaries are crossed. To fully appreciate 
the implications that someone in our 
Executive Branch leaked word about Dragon 
Fire to the Chinese suspects, one has to under¬ 
stand the political context in which the seizure 
of the machine guns and silencers occurred. 

In that same time frame, President 
Clinton and the White House were busy lob¬ 
bying Congress to renew China’s most- 
favored-nation (MFN) trading status. China’s 
MFN designation was in serious trouble 
because of blatant human rights violations by 
the communist government against its own 
people, not the least of which was the mas¬ 
sacre of unarmed students at Tiananmen 
Square in Peking by PLA troops aimed with 
the same kind of AK-47 machine guns seized 
on the Oakland waterfront. 

Changing The 
Course Of History 

Two of the federal agents working 
Dragon Fire, the ATF’s Dick Stoltz and 
Matthew King, a customs agent, had man¬ 
aged to lure some of Wang Jun’s immediate 
corporate subordinates to U.S. soil for meet¬ 
ings on the gun-running plot, thus cement¬ 
ing their inclusion among indicted conspir¬ 
ators. King best explained what fallout their 
involvement would have in domestic politi¬ 
cal debate the underway on Capitol Hill. 

“Can you imagine ... how congress 
would have voted (on MFN for China) if we 
had been allowed to keep going?” King was 
quoted as saying in Vanity Fair magazine of 
December 1997. “If we had arrested the 
Norinco officials who had come here to sell 
Red Parakeet missiles? If Dragon Fire had 
been able to nail the top bosses of Norinco 
and Poly Tech, such as Wang Jun? 

“This country’s China policy would be a 
hell of a lot different today,” King said. 

Agents running the case from ATF’s and 
Customs Service’s headquarters in 
Washington, D.C., became more disturbed 
when, after some initial finger-pointing 
back and forth, they came to the conclusion 
that the investigation was compromised not 
by leaks down the chain of command, but 
by someone, somewhere up above. 

Their biggest clue was the first two 
reporters who called asking questions about 
Dragon Fire were not based on the West 
Coast. Both were based in Washington, 
where access to information about the high¬ 
ly sensitive sting was a secret known only to 
a small handful of high-level officials in 
Treasury and possibly the White House. 
Questioned about the tipoff, the reporters 
would only say theirs were “diplomatic 
sources,” Vanity Fair reported. 

Very diplomatic, no doubt. ^ 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE X NOVEMBER 1998 


68 



Heroes Time Forgot 


Continued from page 39 


Chief SOG, Col. Sadler, reported, “Potts and 
Abrams told me they didn’t appreciate the 
full implications of [the Trail system] until 
all those documents came back.” 

Two weeks later, the Marine CH-53 and 
Cobra aircrews flew to Kontum to celebrate 
with Company B. They didn’t have to buy a 
drink all night. “I can’t say enough about those 
guys,” said Craig Schmidt. “They were great.” 

Honors Reconsidered 

Captain McCarley was recommended 
for the Distinguished Service Cross, while 
that heroic medic, Gary Michael Rose, who 
alone treated 50 wounded men and was 
himself wounded three times, was submit¬ 
ted for the Medal of Honor. Unfortunately, 
both decorations were downgraded. 

And perhaps this is the single positive 
result from the CNN /Time “Tailwind” fias¬ 
co. When Secretary of Defense William 
Cohen personally met McCarley and Rose, 
and learned of their great courage and the 
bureaucracy that denied them these medals 
28 years ago, he ordered a re-evaluation. 
So, perhaps, a quarter of a century late, 
these SOG warriors finally will receive the 
recognition that national security had made 
impossible in 1970. 


A Roster of Heroes: 

The Green Berets of Operation Tailwind 

Captain Eugene C. McCarley 
First Sergeant Morris Adair 
Sergeant Gary Michael Rose 
1st Lieutenant Pete Landon 
1st Lieutenant Robert Van Buskirk 
Sergeant First Class Bernard Bright 
Sergeant First Class Jim Brevelle 
Staff Sergeant Donald Boudreau 
Sergeant Michael Hagen 
Specialist Five Jim Lucas 
Sergeant First Class Denver Minton 
Sergeant Manuel Orozco 
Staff Sergeant Keith Plancich 
Staff Sergeant William Scherer 
Specialist Five Craig Schmidt 
Sergeant Dave Young 


Major John L. Plaster, USAR (Ret.) is 
the author of many definitive books of mili¬ 
tary science and Vietnam War history. 

Editor’s note: This article is derived 
from Major Plaster’s award-winning book , 
SOG: The Secret Wars of America’s 
Commandos in Vietnam. The accompany¬ 
ing photos will appear with hundreds of 
other never-before-seen SOG pictures in 
Maj. Plaster’s upcoming new book, SOG: A 
Pictorial History, to be released in early 
1999 by Paladin Press. ^ 



I train at 
Thunder Ranch. 
So should you. 




THUNDER RANCH, INC. 

State of the art Firearms and Tactical training. 

Clint Smith, Director 
HCR1, Box 53 
Mountain Home, TX 78058 
(830) 640-3138 
(830) 640-3183 Fax 
Website: www.thunderranchinc.com 



You asked for it! 

From Gr/CN/V 


And The Beat Goes On... (619) 530-8766 


Arfctns Drive, San gfb, CA 92 126 Fax (6 19) 530-8798 
WEEtSTJE, http://www.gtj£&fires.com 


GT’s Guaranteed Precision 

Button Cock Action - Solid Brass Button 
Dual Position Matching Clip 
Hidden Lanyard Hole 

Blade - ATS-34 1/8” x 3 5/8” heat treated to 60 Rc 
Custom machined knurled grip 

-6061 T6 aircraft aluminum 
- 7*ype Ill hard anodize 
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Baden K9 

& Tactical School 

Offering both trained dogs and training in: anti¬ 
terrorist/hostage extraction, perimeter & crowd control, 
surveillance, counter measures, S.A.R., special ops. for military, 
law enforcement and corporate interests. International security 
consultants, extraction teams and corporate advisory groups 
available for immediate global deployment. Our training 
personnel are active in their fields in some of the hottest spots in 
the world. U.S.M.C. and I.D.F. specialists on-site. We offer the 
most intense and comprehensive training courses in the world. 
From the jungles of Cambodia to the streets of New York City, 
our dogs have proven their courage and stability. 

For more information, please 
contact us at:- 

TEL.: (905) 562 - 3095 
FAX: (905) 562 - ^242 

E-mail: 

SOF @ badenk9.com 

Web Site: 

www.badenk9.com 



The NRA Whittington 
Center Adventure 
for Kids! 


Located in the Rocky Mountains of Northeastern New 
Mexico, the camp is designed for young people between 
the ages of 13 and 17. Instruction in camping, outdoor 
cooking, safety and marksmanship with all firearms, 
tracking, map and compass skills and much more is pro¬ 
vided in a positive two-week learning experience by some 
of the most proficient instructors in the nation. 

Call us at 505/445-3615 for more information. 

The NRA Whittington Center 

BOX 700, 

RATON, NEW MEXICO 87740 

Advertising space donated as a public service by Soldier of Fortune Magazine 



Omega Proving Ground 


Continued from page 56 


by the front leading edge of the grip frame 
with a line normal (perpendicular) to the 
bore’s axis is 15 degrees, which approxi¬ 
mates that of the Colt M1911A1 Government 
Model. The frame’s rear strap is “humped 
back,” while the front strap has five promi¬ 
nent vertical serrations. The black synthetic 
grip panels are each held to the frame by two 
screws which turn directly into threaded 
holes in the frame. 

There is a frame-mounted decocking 
lever on the left side. Push downward on it 
and the cocked hammer will rotate for¬ 
ward. Push up and cover the red dot on the 
slide to carry the pistol in the “cocked and 
locked” mode. The importance of this lat¬ 
ter feature cannot be over-emphasized, as 
experienced operators will almost invari¬ 
ably carry the pistol in this manner. The 
double-action trigger pull weight on our 
test specimen was 10.0 pounds, while the 
single-action sear release was a consistent 
4.75 pounds. 

The low-profile combat sights are excel¬ 
lent. The fixed blade-type front sight, 0.125- 
inch in width, has a single white dot. The 
open square-notch rear sight, 0.120-inch in 
width, carries two white dots and can be drift¬ 
ed in its dovetail in the slide to adjust 
windage zero. Significantly, all sharp edges 
have been round to facilitate a “tap, rack, 
bang” drill, if it should ever be required. 

Disassembly procedures are convention¬ 
al in every regard. Remove the magazine 
and visually inspect the chamber to make 
certain it is unloaded. Rotate the hammer 
back to the fully cocked position. Retract 
the slide until its front face is in line with the 
white dot on either side of the frame. This 
will align the slide’s takedown notch with 
the slide retaining lug on the slide stop lever. 
Push the slide stop lever from the right side 
and remove it from the frame. Remove the 
recoil spring, guide rod and barrel from the 
slide. Completely disassemble the maga¬ 
zine. No further disassembly is recommend¬ 
ed. After cleaning and lubrication, reassem¬ 
ble in the reverse order. 

Our firing tests were conducted with 
Black Hills 180-grain and 155-grain 
Jacketed Hollow Point, as well as PMC 
165-grain Full Metal Jacket/Flat Point, 
ammunition. The barrel’s feed ramp has 
been exquisitely polished and their were no 
stoppages of any kind. Perceived recoil is 
minimal, largely as a consequence of the 
pistol’s substantial mass. Combat accuracy 
at 7 yards is more than adequate. 

Suggested retail price is $545 complete 
with two magazines, plastic storage case, 
trigger lock and bore brush. Well-made and 
exceptionally reliable, the RAP 440 will 
appeal to those seeking a compact double¬ 
action .40 S&W pistol, as well as collectors 
enamored with the firearms of South 
Africa. The 9mm Parabellum version will 
be arriving shortly.— Peter G. Kokalis ^ 
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Have Guns, Will Travel 


Continued from page 53 


the late ’60s, added immensely to the inter¬ 
est of the outing. 

After about two hours, we stopped at a 
spring to rest and fill water bottles. From 
this vantage point we could clearly observe 
a Serbian border post in the distance about 
1,000 meters away. Although they were par¬ 
tially obscured, we could make out the twin 
snouts of what appeared to be a dug-in 
14.5mm ZPU-2 or a pair of ZU-23s, com¬ 
plete with overhead cover; in addition they 
had a 12.7x108mm DshK on an anti-aircraft 
mount. We could also see four guys: two 
watching us from the top of the bunker with 
binoculars, and two others with what looked 
to be long-barreled (sniper) rifles, moving 
forward of the installation to take up posi¬ 
tion in the rocks facing us. 

As we all amused ourselves by watching 
each other, a 60mm mortar round exploded 
in a draw several hundred meters to our 
south, scattering the shepherds and their 
flocks who were on the upper edge of the 
rim. This was followed by another that land¬ 
ed higher up, prompting “The Comman¬ 
dant,” who was leading the expedition, to 
order a rapid dispersal, moving us out of 
sight of the Serb bunker. 

Snipers Say Hello 

I do not think they were actually attempt¬ 
ing to hit us; that was simply their way of 
saying, “hello.” We followed a covered 
approach to the top of the ridge line which 
represented the border, advancing by bounds 
because of the threat of snipers. Once there, 
we located and photographed a number of 
shell craters from 60mm mortars and what 
appeared to be rifle grenades fired at high 
angle. While a camera crew from Tirana got 
it all on VHS, Harry conducted a crater 
analysis and surveyed-in the impact sites 
using GPS. We then scouted around until we 
found two sets of concealed positions in the 
numerous rock formations that dot the area, 
presumably from where the snipers had hit 
the six people the week before. 

The spent cases we were able to recover 
were all 7.62x39mm, indicating that no 
really sophisticated equipment had been 
used. Also, the road was only 150 meters 
away. While we were there, in spite of the 
recent ambush, the occasional mule train 
could be seen moving up and down this 
well-traveled trail. 

Throughout our investigations, armed 
men in various bits and pieces of uniforms 
materialized to converse with the leaders of 
the group, only to disappear again. Prior to 
the departure from the area by the official 
party, all the outsiders, which included our¬ 
selves plus the film crew, were escorted to a 
holding area out of sight of The 
Commandant, Mr. Dedja, and their group. 
We assumed it was because they were plan¬ 
ning to conduct a meeting with some of the 
KLA leaders. They remained for about an 


Become a private 
investigator! 

Accredited, home study career training course. Earn 
excellent pay and enjoy daily excitement in a great field! 

Learn the secrets of working undercover, observing 
and surveilling, tracing missing people, interviewing wit¬ 
nesses, gaining confessions, and using special databases. 

Work closely with police, attorneys, 
insurers, and families. Help solve crimes, lead 
investigations, find missing persons, bring cheats 
and frauds to justice, and do background checks. 
You’ll tackle exciting assignments and meet 
fascinating people—and perhaps start your 
own private investigation agency. 
For free career literature, yy 
send or call 24 hours a day. sH 

Call now: 800-223-4542 






Zip . 
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hour and a half, while we passed the time 
watching the Serbs through Harry’s Steiner 
7X50mm binoculars, and my Bushnell 
8X40mms, while they reciprocated in like 
manner. Our Albanian escorts were very 
interested in my Bushnell Range Finder, but 
the Serbian position was too far away for 
the laser to be effective. 

The latter group was gracious enough 
not to lob over any more mortar rounds or 
try out their heavy machine guns (or can¬ 
non) on us, which was greatly appreciated. 
When the main body linked up with us, we 
began the torturous return, which was only 
slightly less arduous than the ascent. We 
were joined by several returning caravans, 
which seemed to appreciate the security 
offered by our numbers and weapons. 
About halfway down we ran into two young 
guys who had set fire to some scrub vegeta¬ 
tion and were raising a lot of smoke. The 
Commandant, to discover what they were 
up to, once again advised the “outsiders” to 
keep moving, while he and his men had a 
cordial chat at gunpoint with them. 
Whatever happened, they did not get shot, 
and the no-nonsense Commandant and 
Company soon caught up with us. 

Once we reached the vehicles, every¬ 
one took a smoke break and munched on 
the stash of Power Bars I had in the ruck¬ 
sack, while Mark photographed all and 
sundry. On the way back we were treated 
to the sight of a village that was being 
“cleansed” over on the Kosovo side. The 


whole place was in flames with little fire¬ 
balls erupting from time to time as flam¬ 
mable materials went up. While we were 
observing this cross-border spectacle, we 
also noted with mild interest a group of 
people who were shooting at something — 
or each other — about 800 meters to our 
southeast. Apparently they preferred to 
work without an audience and loosed sev¬ 
eral warning bursts in our direction, which 
we took as a signal to mount up and con¬ 
tinue back to Bajram-Curri, where we 
arrived at about 2200. 

When everyone compared notes back at 
the hotel, we concluded there was, indeed, 
an active arms smuggling operation in 
progress, carried out with the tacit consent 
of local authorities. Based upon the types 
and markings of the weapons we observed, 
it was apparent many had been looted from 
government arsenals during the rampage in 
1997, when an estimated 652,000 arms of 
all sorts and 3,600 tons of ammunition and 
explosives were lost. Whether a significant 
amount of material was finding its way into 
Albania from surrounding countries sympa¬ 
thetic to the Kosovo cause could not really 
be determined from the sampling of guns 
we inspected. 

Our overall observations led us to con¬ 
clude that the smuggling operations were 
occurring on two levels: small shipments 
destined for individuals or groups who were 
marshaling at Tropoje then conducting clan¬ 
destine crossings to join resistance move¬ 


ments on the other side of the mountains; or, 
on a larger scale, bundles of weapons and 
goods transported by pack animals to drop 
sites just behind the border or to contact 
agents on the other side. 

This would explain the Serbian interest 
in subjecting the Albanian side of the border 
to intermittent harassing and interdictory 
fires, and sending hunter-killer teams on 
cross-border missions. 

Like A Trickle Of Water 

There is probably a mix of motivations 
governing this prolific little enterprise — sym¬ 
pathy for their clansmen on the other side of 
the mountains, as well as the opportunity to 
make a profit from all the stray weapons float¬ 
ing around Albania. Even though it might 
appeal' that a pipeline relying on animal trans¬ 
port would ultimately prove incapable of 
preparing and equipping the KLA for large- 
scale operations, the traffic we witnessed was 
like the trickle of warm water from the shower 
in the Ermal Hotel. It was slow, it was anti¬ 
quated, and it was admittedly ad hoc ; never¬ 
theless, it worked — and was greatly appreci¬ 
ated by the end user. 

Colonel Mike Peck, USA (Ret.), earned a 
Distinguished Service Cross for service in 
Vietnam and has conducted substantial 
international training and security work . 
Harry Humphries, a security consultant and 
former Navy SEAL, contributed to this 
report . ^ 
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Stolen Valor 


Continued from page 61 


• received dishonorable discharges less 
frequently than non-Vietnam vets; 

• left military service at higher ranks 
than their peers; 

• have no higher rates of divorce, sui¬ 
cide, alcoholism, and drug addiction than 
the general population; 

• and have been more successful than 
their peers who did not go to Vietnam. 

So, what does this all say about the 
long-haired, smelly, self-congratulatory 
individuals who create the impression that 
they are the true human heritage of the 
Vietnam War? What it says to Burkett is 
that they are one screwed-up bunch of peo¬ 
ple, people that "... would have been 
screwed up if they had worked for the 
Cincinnati Transit System.” 

What it also says to him is that this 
abominable stereotype of the Vietnam vet is 
largely a concoction of the media. They, not 
content with having played such a decisive 
role in our defeat in Vietnam, justify that 
role by presenting "the crowd,” with its 
hangups and neuroses, as evidence of their 
omniscience about the evil nature of the 
conflict. They cannot bear to consider that 
the average Vietnam veteran is what Burkett 
says he is — the guy around the comer with 


a job, a wife and kids, and a mortgage. 

Setting The Record Straight 

Jug Burkett is truly a man with a mis¬ 
sion, if not an obsession. His concern with 
debunking what he refers to as "The Myth 
of the Vietnam Vet given today’s public 
perceptions, is surely a tall order, but one he 
continues to try to fill. As he says about his 
task, "If not me, who? If not now, when?” I 
asked him how he planned to continue to 
draw attention to those parasites who sur¬ 
vive on the blood shed by their betters. 

First, he told me of his increasing expo¬ 
sure in the media. His first important 
national exposure was in Malcolm 
McConnell’s article, “True Face of the 
Vietnam Vet” in the May 1994 issue of 
Reader's Digest. Then, on ABC TV’s 20-20 
news magazine show in October of the 
same year, he was featured as the pre-emi¬ 
nent authority on the phenomenon of the 


To order Stolen Valor by B. G.“Jug” Burkett 
(700 pages, 16 pages of photos), dial toll- 
free I-800-8253-6789.To order by mail 
send your name and address with payment 
or credit card information to:Verity Press, 
P.O. Box 50366, Dallas,TX 75250.The book 
costs $31.95, plus $4.95 postage and han¬ 
dling (Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax). 

For an autographed copy, please add $3. 
Further information is available at the web¬ 
site: www.stolenvalor.com. 


phony Vietnam vet. Burkett then told me a 
sad story about another segment of the 
media — the publishing world. Having 
been so successful in uncovering such a 
large number of phonies, he was certain that 
he would have no trouble at all in obtaining 
a contract with a major publishing house for 
a book relating his experiences and discov¬ 
eries. In his mind, such a book would go a 
long way toward sensitizing Americans to 
the problem of Vietnam-era impostors. 

It was not to be, however, not a single 
publishing house was willing to commis¬ 
sion Burkett’s proposed work. Burkett 
couldn’t believe that the American reading 
public would not be interested in reading 
about one of the major scandals of our time, 
so, as he’s become used to doing, he decid¬ 
ed to publish his own book. And that’s 
"where he is” now — having hired a first- 
rate writer to collaborate with him in writ¬ 
ing a book to be issued by his own newly 
created publishing house. I’ll guarantee you 
that one of the first copies will be bought by 
your friendly correspondent! 

As a man who did what his conscience 

I 

compelled him to do once h^ realized the 
extent of the problem, Jug Burkett 
deserves the respect and gratitude of all 
those Americans who reported when 
called and fought when directed; he cer¬ 
tainly has mine. 

Former SEAL Larry Bailey is a frequent 
contributor to SOF. ^ 
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Higher testosterone means faster, 
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enhance your physical appearance 
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If you are not completely satisfied with 
the growth you obtain within 15 days, 
return it for a full refund. 

Get that lean awesome body builder physique 
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Crime Prevention is a 
Multi-million Dollar Business! 
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SOLDIER OF Fortune CLASSIFIEDS Get Results! Start getting your results at only $3 per word per insertion, $60 minimum. 
Prepay two months for 10% discount; six months for 20% discount; or 12 months for 30% off. Repeat your same ad in another 
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telephone or fax number (for our files). Mail classified ads with payment (check, wire transfer, money order or Visa/MC) to SOF, 
Attn: Classified Dept., 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303. Phone: 303-449-3750; fax: 303-444-5617; e-mail: 
advert@sofmag.com. 

NOTICE To AduerTISERS: We reserve the right to refuse any ad for any reason and to delete or change any copy that we con¬ 
sider objectionable, false or in poor taste. It is our policy not to accept advertisements for personal services, including ‘will do any¬ 
thing’ or ‘go anywhere’ type ads. Advertisers offering information packets for a fee must send sample (non-returnable). 
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♦ Wireless Video Transmitters & Receivers $399 
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♦ Rear-Vision Systems for Cars & Trucks 

♦ Waterproof Infra-Red Cameras To See in 

No Light $299 
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Call us or check our website at 
www.covertsurveillance.com for 100's 
of other covert surveillance products. 


Call 1-888-474-9409 to order 
bv Visa-MC-AMEX 


WHEN PEACE OF MIND 
COUNTS, CALL US! 


MEN OF ACTION AND ADVENTURE - Paladin Press 
has been described as “the most dangerous press in 
America.’ Millions of satisfied readers disagree. 
Outrageous and controversial books and videos on 
firearms, exotic weaponry, new identity, creative 
revenge, espionage and investigation, privacy, person¬ 
al freedom, action careers, and more! To order our 80- 
page catalog describing over 800 titles, send $2.00 to: 
Paladin Press, Box 1307-8AQK, Boulder, CO 80306, 
(800) 392-2400, e-mail service@paladin-press.com. 
Visit our Web site at www.paladin-press.com. 


IN THE WORLD!! 

The International Underground Directory lists the insider 
sources for • Anonymous bank accounts, credit cards • 
Cheap surveillance gear • Legal second passports • 
Equipment to open locks in under seven seconds, plus 
master keys for cars • Free phone-calls • Seif defence 
gadgets • Smart nutrients • Computer viruses that will 
destroy your enemies in seconds • Controversial 
underground/financial magazines, you won’t find these 
advertised • A new identity * Speed trap detectors • ID 
papers • Anonymous mobile phones • Discover the 
secrets on computer hacking, banking, credit card & 
ATM scams & other frauds • Network with freedom 
minded folk • Find out about insider privacy secrets and 
become free • Plus much, much more. 

“Your directory was a goldmine of essential information. 

I loved itV Lt. Lawrence Frego, Florida. 

30 DAY NO-RISK MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

Send check, MO, cash for $24.99 including shipping, nor¬ 
mally $60.00 made payable to Megastep, 4951 Netarts 
Highway West, Dept. 2134/3, Tillamook, OR 97141, USA 
SOLD STRICTLY FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY. MISUSE MAY BE ILLEGAL. 


AIRBORNE/SPECIAL 
FORCES SKULL RING 

HANDCAST IN SOLID STERLING SILVER 



Only $89.^ 
postpaid 


❖ Heavy ring, over 
1 ounce 

❖ Beautifully toned 
and mirror polished 

❖ Also available in 
10K and 14K gold 
(prices on request). 

❖ Money-back 
guarantee 

❖ Give ring size 


Send orders to: Action Designs, RO. Box,8372, 
Pine Bluff, AR 71601 ❖ Phone: 870-534-5118 


✓ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine Binder. 

Holds 12 issues, $12.00 plus $4.00 P&H. VISA/MC 
accepted. No CODs. SOF BINDER, PO Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research 
materials; Videocassettes, photographs, books, 
unpublished manuscripts. Catalogue: $3.00. COL¬ 
LECTOR’S ARCHIVES; Box 2, Beaconsfield, 
Quebec. H9W 5T6 (Canada). 
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Built to last 4 

Spring iff 
Inventory 
Sale 


_J SAVE ON SELECT SIZES 

• America's#! Ardi-Typo Manufacturer 25X34 * 30X46 

• 20 Year Warranty -- v f - , 

• Easy Financing Available HvADO * 3UA 110 

• Easy Do-It-Yourself Construction 

• Poge Brochure 5 TE£ ljniE|5TER 


Call Today 1 800 526-1110 


SATELLITE TELEPHONES 


GLOBAL COMMUIXilCATIOIVS 
DIGITAL VOICE * DATA * FAX 

http://www.cdradios.com 
Satellite Warehouse, Tucson, AZl 
520-792-9429 Fax: 520-624-1629 



CABLE T.V. 
DESCRAMBLERS 

AND TEST CHIPS 


All major brands. 
30-day money back guarantee. 
K-year warranty. 


JCB ELECTRONICS 

1 - 800 - 579-3285 


NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 

FAMILY RECREATION 
Publications • Videos 

$3 for details: 

LIFESTYLES-SF 

Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 


BADEN WORKING 
SERVICE CENTRE 


To some, survival is merely a 
term; at Baden we make our 
own terms for survival. Baden K-9 offers the 
ultimate training facility for tactical K-9s. 
We train for live theatre deployment. No 
sporting dogs. No excuses. Trained adults 
and pups. From the jungles of Cambodia 1 to 
the streets of New York City, our dogs have 
proven their courage and endurance time 
and again. Phone 905-562-3095 or fax 905- 
562-4242. All clients and inquiries are kept 
secure and with the strictest of confidence. 


• SOLDIER OF FORTUNE RUSSIA! Collectors 
item, published in Moscow. Various months. 
Invaluable resource for researchers, military and 
intelligence professionals. Printed in Russian only. 
$5.00 each/3 for $12. Overseas, add $10 for Priority 
Mail. SOF Back Issues, 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Boul¬ 
der, CO 80303-1340. WWW.SOFMAG.COM 


R€GIM€NTflL INSIGNIA & WSHPONRY 
•SRS *RRF -BLACK UJRTCH 
-PARR -RM CAMERONS 
//SSVRSDG "BN -GUARDS etc. 


\\ JJ 45-Page Illustrated Import Catalog $6.00 

^=27 BRITISH RCGRUfi IMPORTS 

Deportment-6 

P.O. Box 37 • Palm Harbor, FL 34683 


FS BOOK COMPANY 
P.O. SOX 417457, DEPT SF 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95841-7457 
Free Shipping! Fast Service /| 

How to Gel Anything on Anybody*.$30 

The Whole S*py Catalog I 

Divorce Tactics fo r Men___$20 

The Anan?hl$l Cookbook.,.- 

Get Even: Complete Book el Dirty Tricks $20 | 
Homemade Guns & Homemade Ammo...$15 
The Poor Man’s James Bond #1*, or #T„$30 
Ragnar’s Book of Homemade Weapons*.$25 

Shadowing and Surveillance..$17 | 

Privacy, How to Get It, How to Enjoy It.... $18 

Seciets of a Super Hacker.$20 

Counterfeit I.D. Made Easy.$16 

The Rip-off Book...$15 New ID In America...$17 
The Outlaw's Bible..$20The Paper Trip l.$17 
Reborn In The U.S.A..$16 Armed Defense.$17 
□ Itching Your Debts...$15 I.D. By Mail.... $20 
Howto Buy LandCheap.$15 Silent Death.$17 
WE SPECIALIZE IN DRUG EDUCATION BOOKS 
MANY CENSORED TITLES WE CANT LIST! 

FAX 1-916-771^4201 FS Catalog.$2 

Adults Only! CA Res. Add 7.75% 

Air Mail Delivery Add $3 Per Book (USA), 
Canada Add $5^ Europe Add $10, Per Book. 
*DOUBLE THE SHIPPING ON THIS TITLE. 
All Orders Are Shipped In A Plain Package. 
$3 Pro. Fee On Credit Card Orders. 
Credit Card Orders 1-800-635-8883 
Customer Service 1-916-771-4203 
Inti p:/.-www.fslMokco.com 
SERVING YOU SINCE 1985 


CABLE DESCRAMBLER 

KIT —$14.95 

See ail the premium and 
pay-per-view channels. 

Why pay hundreds more? 

800-752-1389 


CORRESPONDENCE COURSES AND MILITARY 
MANUALS. Combat Skills, Weapons, Tactics, 
NBC, more. Catalog $5.00. 11 PD/ACC P, Box 1237, 
Alpine, TX 79830 

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 75-year tra- 
dition of quality book publishing, promotion, distri¬ 
bution. “Author’s Guide to Subsidy Book 
Publishing” 1-800-695-9599. 

Advanced - Hardcore - Training program, special¬ 
ly designed for Special Forces and Police SWAT 
teams. Complete 1 year program - covers Power 
Training, Speed Training, Nutrition, Grip Strength 
Training, Circuit Training, Plyometrics, Mental 
Attitude. Very Motivational! Free Shipping. Send 
$10.00 to Extreme Power, PO Box 1370, Pearl City, 
HI 96782 



20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 
FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
“Video Available” 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 
210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 — (406) 846-1000 



i; nudity) I 
Details and I 
Color Photo Brochure! I 



P.I.C., Box 461873*1 
Los Angeles* Q 
|90046 


PHOTO I.D. CARDS 


Birth Certificates 
High School Diplomas 
College Degrees 
Trade School Diplomas 
Martial Arts Certificates 
Investigator, Security Certificates 
Marriage, Divorce Certificates 
Much More! 

Call Now! FREE BROCHURE! 


1-702-471-4444 


M.P.C. 


DRIVER'S LICENSE 


I EARN HOW YOU CAN GET A LEGAL I 
DRIVER’S LICENSE FAST AND EASY. f 
NEW AND UNIQUE METHOD WORKS 
EVERYTIME REGARDLESS OF YOUR 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. i 


QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPT. Stl 
). BOX 192. LINCOLN PARK.MICHIGAN 48146 



COLLECTORS 


MILITARY COLLECTIBLES CATALOG 1900 TO 
PRESENT, LEE-JACKSON M1LITAR1A, P.O. Box 
8663, San Jose, CA 95155. Call 408-295-1136 or 
fax 408-288-6350 (mailing charges: foreign $8.00, 
domestic $5.00) credit cards accepted, U. S. 
Miiitaria wanted! UMILITARY@AOL.COM 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS. 

Regimental insignia and accessaries of elite 
Regiments; including SAS; Paratroops; Royal 
Marines; Black Watch; Guards, etc. 45-page illus¬ 
trated Import Catalog $6.00. BRITISH REGALIA 
IMPORTS, Department 6A, PO Box 37, Palm 
Harbor, FL 34682. 

■ Did this get your attention? It’s a "Dingbat.” So 
are ✓ and #. Add them to your SOF classified ad 
for $5/each. 

RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN badges, 
medals, and uniforms to sale. For a list send $2 to 
KAPLANS, Box 890638, Lyndhurst 2106, South 
Africa --http://users.iafrica.eom/r/rh/rhodesia or e- 
mail: rhodesia@iafrica.com 


78 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ^ NOVEMBER 1998 
































Team Delta is looking 
for a few good 
Prisoners 

REALISTIC 

MILITARY EXPERIENCES 

Team Delta is an elite unit of 
former special forces, military ^ 
intelligence and military police 
personnel who take pride in 
providing participants with 
intensely realistic military 
experiences. 

■ POW Interrogation (SERE) 

■ Interrogator Training 

■ Basic Training/Boot Camp 

■ War Games/Battle Tactics 





Group Rates Available 

1530 Locust St, Ste 220SF 
A Philadelphia, PA 19102 
info@teamdelta.net 


EDUCATION 


EMPLOYMENT 




i The founder of the National Federation of 
Neuro-Linguistic Psychology shows how to use 
ra these cutting-edge mind control techniques in 
a unique book which combines a “covert Ops" 
scenario with N.L.P. training materials. 

: ; ISBN 1-57353-116-2 - 6x9", 208 pages, $12.50 
JP Send $14.75 ($12.50 plus 52.25 s&h) to: ' 

***** or call (800) 431-1579 with credit card. 

rtoc Illinois residents add 8 75% sales tax 



PRIVATE 




Amazing one-of-a-kind home 
study course tells all! Want 
a life of intrigue, excitement, 
adventure?! Quickly leam from 
the experts: 

How To Earn $100,000 A Year As Your Own Boss! 
HowTo Conduct All Types Of Private Investigations. 
Skiptracing <& Surveillance! 

How To Start Your Own Private Detective Agency! 
How To Work From Home, Part-Time or FullTime! 
No Experience Necessary. No Investment Required! 


TOLL FREE 1-877-55 DELTA 
http://www.teamdelta.net 


VIETNAM WAR INSIGNIA and Uniform List. 1 mail 
a list of Vietnam War Militaria six times per year. 
Lists are $4.00 each. Insignia are pictured so you 
know what you are buying. I always have a nice col¬ 
lection of original patches, insignia, books, maps, 
uniforms, field gear etc. Both U.S. and VC/NVA. I 
also buy singles and collections of Vietnam War 
souvenirs. 100% guarantee from me. Buy with con¬ 
fidence. BILL BROOKS, P.O. Box 230832. 
Montgomery, AL 36123. 

UNIFORMS AND INSIGNIA. Specializing in cam¬ 
ouflage. Send $3.00 ($5.00 outside US) for cata¬ 
log: World Wide Militaria, P.O. Box 522, 

Germantown, MD 20875. 

✓ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE RUSSIA! Collectors 
item, published in Moscow. Various months. 
Invaluable resource for researchers, military and 
intelligence professionals. Printed in Russian only. 
$5.00 each/3 for $12. Overseas, add $10 for Priority 
Mail. SOF Back Issues, 5735 Arapahoe Ave., 
Boulder, CO 80303-1340. 


S I ATH APPROVED 


Located in the Ente rtainment Capito 
Of the World! |(213) 879-1165 

UNITED STATES ACADEMY 
FREE OF PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 
DETAILS P.O. BOX 2133 (SF) 

BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90213 


IVERSON AGENCY- Special Intelligence 
Association Training in undercover investigations 
and more! Call or e-mail for membership info: 313- 
871-5233 lvegood@msn.com 

✓ MAKE YOUR TRAINING PAY! U.S. and 
Foreign-Military and Police Personnel-Active duty 
or retired. All MOS, E-1 to 0-9! Opportunities for 
LUCRATIVE PAY. 100% legal, non-violent instruc¬ 
tion. Nothing Classified. Long term income poten¬ 
tial. Put your skills to work, NOW! Complete 
Information Package - $9.00 plus $3.00 shipping. 
GLOBAL UNLIMITED, P.O. Box 6220, Eastpointe, 
Ml 48021. 


FINANCIAL 


TERMPAPER assistance. 19,278 topics available! 
306-Page catalog-rush $2.00. Research, 11322 
Idaho, #206EX, Los Angeles 90025. TOLL-FREE 
HOTLINE: 800-351-0222 or www.research-assis- 
tance.com 


PROFESSIONAL BODYGUARD ASSOCIATION 

(Employment Notice) All US citizens with Police, 
Military, or Security experience who attend a train¬ 
ing course with the PBA, will be offered some form 
of employment contract after their training. For full 
details, send a large Self Addressed Envelope with 
either $2 or 2 International postal reply coupons to: 
The White House, 24 Cumberland Tee, 
Willington, Co Durham, DL15 OPB, ENGLAND, 
UK. 

BOUNTY HUNTER INTERNATIONAL member- 
ship coin. Engraved with your name. $20.00 ppd. 
Check to: Jack Martin, Box 6081, Venice, Florida, 
34292. 


MONEY AVAILABLE NOW! Let the Government 
Finance your business idea. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. Call Toll Free: 1-800-226-3601, 
Extension BF7770. 


KNIVES - BAYONETS 


COLD STEEL Spyderco, Gerber, SOG, 
Benchmade, Smith & Wesson and more. Huge dis¬ 
counts! Free list. KNIVES PLUS MAIL ORDER, 
(800) 687-6202. 

ELITE FORCES TACTICAL KNIFE with sheath 
and extras - only $39.95 includes S&H - EM 
Products, PO Box 526632, Miami, FL 33152 


MILITARY EVENTS, 

AIR SHOWS & REUNIONS 


Qweb™ Attention Military, Veterans: SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE will run a 30-word notice here and 
on our Internet site for one month, half price, for any 
legitimate reunion, military base open-house, air 
show, battle re-enactment, firepower demonstration 
or similar military event. Non-commercial events 
only; standard rate applies to for-profit events. 
WWW.SOFMAG.COM 



LEATHERWOOP 
ART II ( 

Sniper Scopes 



p anthe: 

ARMS' 


13983 Industry Avenue 
Becker, MN 55308 
PHONE 1-612-261-5600 
‘ FAX 1-612-261-5599 
www.dpmsinc.com 
e-mail: dpmsinc@aol.com 
Business Hours: 

M-FSun.to5:00p.m. CenlraJTtme 


International Courtships ! 




Singles Worldwide Network, Inc. 
P.O. Box 10748-SF; Houston, TX 77206 


WORLD'S LARGEST 
SURPLUS MARKET 

for used military vehicles: 

jeeps, tanks, HMMWVs, 

military trucks, more. 2f||||||||P^i 

100’s of ads, tech tips, 

how-to, articles, event v^; 

listings, much more! w 


MILITARY 


VEHICLES 


1 year (six BIG 100+ page issues) 
USA $18, Canada $28, (Sample $5) 
12-L2 Indionhead, Morristown, NJ 07960 




Imiscellanedus 



24” BLOWGUN Lightweight, deadly accurate. 
Hunting, target, stun. Comes w/12 darts, lifetime 
guarantee. Send $19.95 to: FNR Products P.O. Box 
495, Setauket, NY 11733 


✓ INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF MERCENAR¬ 
IES Membership Coin. Free registration with order. 
$15. ea. plus $3. S&H. John Langley, Box 804, 
Nokomis FL 34274. 

■ Did this get your attention? It’s a “Dingbat.” So 
are ✓ and ft. Add them to your SOF classified ad 
for $5/each. 

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
existing home. Over 100 different programs avail¬ 
able. Free recorded message: (707) 448-3210. 
(8KW5) 

CLOSEOUT. Military Surplus Ammunition. Free 
List - Paragon, Box 2022, Joliet, IL 60434, (815) 
725-9212, Fax (815) 725-8974. 

MILITARY TECHNICAL manuals for sale. Send 
$1.00 for brochure of Discount Prices Muhammad 
Li, Box 5083, Pilot Station, Alaska, 99650. 

SURVIVAL TIMES ENTERPRISES- Long term 
storage foods and other disaster preparedness 
items. Discreet packaging, Rt.1, Box 84-G, Alamo, 
Texas 78516-9742, 956-787-3887. 
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THESTONEPROOF BED 71 


■ i 


H A 

Comfortable 
Bed 

Anywhere” 

• Camping, RV’s, guest bed 

• Compact: Folded 7” x 28” x 19” 

Open 1 3 / 4 ”x28”x77” 

• Supports up to 250 lb. person 

• 100% Water Resistant Nylon w/ Heavy 
Duty Bottom 

• Colors: Royal Blue or Forest Green 

• Price $39.95 plus $7 shipping VISA 

TO ORDER CALL M/C 

STONE PROOF™ 

Toll Free 888-786-6773 
www.brazosnet.com/blz/stoneproof/ 

US Patent # 5,720,057 


'ea DETECTIVE 

plore a secret world! Fascinating 


Explore a secret world! Fascinating £* 
new career.Experience a new 
adventure every day, 

Dynamic home study course. 

Diploma, Badge. State approved. 

FREE DETECTIVE CAREER KIT 

1-800-742-9007 e„ 30i 


HEY PATRIOTS! 


/?■ 

#BS101 “US Jobs are for US Citizens” 
#BS104 “Real Men Prefer Women” 


Mail check or money order to: 

Righteous Redneck, Inc., PO Box 1643, 
Southeastern, PA 19399-1643 

Order #_Qty._x $6.95=_ 

Order#_Qty._x $6.95=_ 

S+H $_ 

PA residents add Tax $_ 

6% sales tax. Total $ 



Name_ 

Address^ 

City_ 

Phone (1 


SfcE£lA4 operations stiffly 


KNIVES-Swords-Web Gear-Uniforms-Boots-Hats-Mre's-T-SHIRTS 
SKULL T-SHIRT L-XXL white skull/on black 
W « & 50/50 HEAVY T $7,95+ $3.00 S/H XXL add$2.00 

I Order by Mail,on the WEB, £ 

or FAX: 210-661-6507 ' -1— 

Cantos * 2-00 (Free with onto) s Endura $ 35.95 + $ 4 “ M S/H 


P.0. Box 8141 SanAntomo, IX 78208 www.sostx.com 


NEED A NEW IDENTITY? For an informative guide 
on “Changing Your Identity”, send $5 to: Options 
Unlimited PO Box 743, Madison, TN 37115. 


50,000 MAPS: Topographic, Tactical Quads, Travel, 
Political, Vietnam, Nevis, Roswell, Anyplace! 7700 
Air Photos. Catalog $4.00 (refundable). 
MONARCH, Box 42003-203F, Phoenix, A2 85080 

WANT ALTERNATE USA ID? Privacy, protection, 
and peace of mind for only 1493.00 Now call James 
Hughes, 781-440-6506, 24 hours a day. Strictly 
confidential consulting services. Don’t call until you 
are prepared to go ahead. 

ARMOUR AND CERAMIC PLATE various sizes 
and thickness $5.00 a pound. Call for more infor¬ 
mation 770-983-7135. 


Iff U.S. GOVERNMENT LAND iff 


Federally owned land currently available in AK, AZ, AR, CA 
CO. ID. MT, NV, NM, OR, UT. WA, WY lor $2.50 par acre 
U S citizens entitled to purchase up to 160 acres per 
person. For complete information package including maps, 
telephone helpline, filing forms, etc send $20 check or 
money orderto; FEDERAL LAND CO., Dept L, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009 (Note this is not homestead 
ing lands are sold outright) M0NEYBACK GUARANTEE 1 



The Amazing Catalog Of: 

Restricted 

Devices, Books, Videos 
& Adult Comics! 

Thousands of “Underground” devices including: 

Drug Education Books,Telephone Recording Devices, Restricted 
Potions & Powders, Digital Voice Changers, New ID & Credit 
Publications, Death & Weird Videos, Adult Graphic Novels & 
Comics, Lock Picking Tools, High Tech Video Systems, Explosive 
& Munitions Manuals, Revenge Books plus much more! 

Catalog Only $3.00 | SendF ^ur s Today! 


Mexico, the Caribbean, Central and 
South America. We have hundreds of 
marriages each year ! Famous 40 page 
photo magazines, live-videos & Roman¬ 
tic Vacation Tours. Call(713) 896-9224. 


FREE 16 pg Brochure ! 


T.L.C. WORLDWIDE, INC. 
P.O. Box 924994-SF 
Houston, Texas 77292-4994 



I COLOR BADGE CATALOG I 


HOLSTERS • BODY ARMOR • WALLETS 


OVER 1,000 CUSTOM 
& IN-STOCK BADGES 


SEND $2.00 CASH (refundable) 

MRXSELL CORPORATION 

RO. BOX 23021 • FT. LAUDERDALE. FL 33307 


visit our web site: http://www.maxseil.com 


• HAT PINS.MEDALS- 


• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1 - 888 - 223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. 


HONORS 

by Hoover’s Mfg., Co. 

P.O.Box 547SF, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 



REAL ESTATE 


REMOTE ALASKA SURVIVALIST/Militia 
Headquarters and Training Camp. Surrounded by 
lake and public land - http: //www.AlaskaMall. 
com/Viapan - FAX 1-907-583-2162 


REMAILING SERVICES 


CONFIDENTIAL ADDRESS. Mail received here, 
then forwarded to you worldwide. Voicemail, too! 
Website address - www.netcom.com/-mailpost. 
MAILPOST, 2421SOF Pratt, Chicago, IL 60645. 
773-764-0100.800-890-3199. 

CONFIDENTIAL MAIL RECEIVING/Forwarding, 

Since 1981 Single ReMails $1.00, Phone, Fax, Box, 
Street Address, Maildrop, Box 608039-SOF, 
Orlando, FL 32860-8039Visit Privacy Pages 
http://www.orlandomaildrop.com 


|l I* ;W;WI 


RO. Box 54400 • Dept S0F r -'^wS^ 
Phoenix, AZ 85078-4400 > BefeveW 
www. undergroundmall. conP-^^^- 1 


CALL TOLL FREE: 1(888)588-012 3 
BODYGUARD TRAINING 


COURSES IN: .. . urn 

Tactics,CQD, ,L f‘i5pSr 

Tactical Knife & More! vk 

W.A.R. 310-412-8411« 

8306 Wilshire Blvd. #697, Beverly Hills, CA 90211 


SECURITY 


DON’T BE A VICTIM! 300,000v Stun Gun 
$39.50.s/h $6.00 check, mo., visa, me. catalog 
$2.00 Survival Store, 1945 North Carson St., Suite 
84, Carson City, Nevada 89701 httpV/www.sur- 
vivalstore.com 


SURPLUS 


GOVERNMENT AUCTIONS in your area! Must 
sell: Cars, trucks, computers, more: Great deals! 
Call Now Toll free: 1-800-601-2212, extSP7770. 


■ Did this get your attention? It’s a “Dingbat.” So 
are ✓ and 0. Add them to your SOF classified ad 
for $5/each. 


SURVEILLANCE 


CORDLESS TELEPHONE SURVEILLANCE No 

More Expensive Surveillance Equipment. Complete 
Instruction Manual Using Police Scanner. 
Frequencies Included. Send $19.95 to ODDENDS, 
1257 Butler Dr. Midway Park, NC 28544 


SURVEILLANCE TRNSMITTER DESIGN! 117 

schematics with text. http://www.adnetmk. 
com/sheffield E-mail: SheffieldEng.Co.@webtv.net. 
773-324-2196. Free explanation sheet. $65.00 plus 
$6.00 S&H. Sheffield Electronics, PO Box 377940, 
Chicago, IL 60637-7940. 


TRAINING 


Tactical, Modern Hand-To-Hand, Knife, Stick 
Combat, Seminars coast to coast, classes, pri¬ 
vates. Training, certification, instructorships. Hock 
Hochheim’s SSC, box 292373, Lewisville, TX 
75029. 972-315-5128. www.americanknifefight- 

ers.com 

TRAINING DUMMIES for grappling/striking/throw¬ 
ing/rescue. “Big Blue Series’’ of Training Dummies. 
Practice chokes, armbars, leglocks, throws etc. 
Brochure- call: 1-307-266-4662, fax: 1-307-266- 
4730, write: OK Fine Productions, PO Box 225, 
Casper, Wyoming 82602. 
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BUSHPILOT WINGS 


BADGE QUALITY - CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 

Send $9.95 to: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. Box 211296 
Bedford, TX 76095-8296 
Catalog with purchase - Allow 4-6 weeks 

| http://www.bushwings.com 


TRAVEL 


■ GUIDEBOOKS TO EROTIC ASIAN TRAVEL, 

adventure tours, videos available. Treat yourself! 
Exciting & adorable! Guaranteed satisfaction! 
Free photo brochures! Ph./Fax 206-463-1942. 

LATIN SINGLES VACATION TOURS! Mexico, 
Columbia, Honduras, Venezuela. Unforgettable 
social events, BBQS, beach parties. FREE 
brochures! TLC Worldwide, Box 924994-SF, 
Houston, Texas 77292-4994. (713) 896-9224, 

www.TLCworldwide.com. 



“THE BODYGUARD” - International Networking 
publication for Executive Protection & Investigative 
Professionals. Assignment Contacts & Resources. 
Subscription: $45.00 p.a. To: BASECA, 4 Maple 
Ave., Morristown, NJ 07960. 


INFORMATION SERVICES 

Know who you are dealing with? 


Locate Telephone Number and Addres¬ 
ses, Identity Verification, Criminal 
Records Checks, Motor Vehicle 
Reports, Background Checks, Busi¬ 
ness Reports, Marriage and Death 
Records, More. Contact: 

JGS Inc. 

P.O. Box 120176, 

Staten Island, New York 10312-0176 
718-984-9012, Fax: 718-356-7256 


ATTENTION NON-US READERS: We want to buy 
foreign firearms, ammunition, and individual 
Military Equipment - Leonard and Son, Inc., 1816 
South Bacon Avenue, Corbin, KY 40701 U.S.A. - 
Fax 101-606-523-0620. 


WEBSITES 


NEW CATEGORY - For only $25/month (2- 
month/$50 minimum), you can list your Website 
or Internet URL + 10 words right here. This is a 
great way to get out the word on your site. 
$10/month more gets it listed on the SOF web¬ 


SURVEILLANCE 

COUNTERSURVEILLANCE 
Electronic Devices 


• Spy Pinhole Cameras $129 00 
•Wireless Video • Voice Changer 

• Micro Recorders • Bug and Phone 

Tap Detectors • Locksmithing 

• Phone Call Register • Shotgun Mies 
•Realtime 12 Hour Telephone 

Recording System $139 00 

• Vehicle Tracking System • And more.,. 

Catalog $5 00 
We will not be undersold 
www. spyoutlet.coni 


SPY OUTLET 

P.O. Box 337, Buffalo NY 14226 
(716) 695-8660 / 691-3476 


site (WWW.SOFMAG.COM). Limited time offer; 
prepay up to 12 months at this low rate. 

SURVIVAL STORE: self defense products, brass 
knuckles, batons, surveillance, more www.sur- 
vivalstore.com 
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H|; Hack worth, (Ret. | 


Bad Leaders Equal Bad Units 


H ooray 
Jones, 

for Secretary of the Air Force, 
got shot down in flames by a 
brave Senate committee. 

John Warner (R.-Va.) spearheaded this 
maneuver, ably backed up by Charles 
Robb (D.-Va.) and Robert Byrd (D.- 
W.Va.). They and other panel members put 
America ahead of partisan politics and 
stopped Jones from further zapping an Air 
Force already under siege. 

Senate panel members — where a 
majority put conscience over cronyism — 
will catch a lot of flack from politically 
correct hand-wringers who think affirma¬ 
tive action and quotas are more important 
than putting the right person in the right 
job when it comes to defending America. 

Jones’ nomination was by far the worst 
of a long string of bad Clinton Pentagon 
appointments: Les Aspin, William Cohen, 

John Dalton, Sheila Widnall and Togo 
West •— none of whom could lead a frog to 
a puddle on a hot day. 

Jones would have clobbered an Air 
Force already on the mat because of bad 
senior leadership, an Air Force trying to 
do too much with too little and weakened 
by an exodus of good people walking out 
the front gate. 

Jones’ former commander, Colonel 
Thomas A. Dyches, told the panel, “I 
believe there are serious questions about 
Daryl Jones’ personal integrity.” Trust is 
something Jones doesn’t exactly inspire. People who have served 
with him openly call him a liar. 

To pump fresh air into a deeply troubled Air Force it needs a 
strong leader who can take charge, kick butt and clean house. The 
extraordinary fine young folks who serve in our Air Force deserve 
no less. Warner says Jones was unable to even “inspire those who 
serve under him.” 

My computer almost burned up with Jones’ horror stories: 

• An Air Force colonel: “We’re in a steep decline both in oper¬ 
ational capability and morale. Putting that self-serving nitwit in 
charge would have put us into the proverbial ‘smoking hole.’” 

• An Air Force major: “How did he draw four years’ flight pay 
when he wasn’t on flight status? If a grunt tried this stunt he’d be 
making license plates at Leavenworth prison.” 

• A senior Air Force sergeant: “The US AF is in far worse shape 
than even you write about. Jones would’ve made it worse. I served 
with him. His judgment stinks. He’d probably put Amway products 
in the BX [Base Exchange] and march us there to buy them.” 


It’s pathetic that a person with so 
flawed a character could even be consid¬ 
ered for such an important national securi¬ 
ty assignment. But then, as one colonel 
said, “Look who nominated him.” 

And this is the nub of the problem. 
How could Clinton pick someone so 
manifestly unqualified for the job? Either 
Clinton’s judgment is fried or he’s flat 
doing his best to set up our military for 
failure! 

On the surface Clinton seems always to 
defer to our military; he visits the troops 
often, wears military gear and talks a car¬ 
ing game. But when it comes to appointing 
true-grit leadership that could pull the ser¬ 
vices out of a six-year nose dive, he con¬ 
stantly comes up with fumblers and losers. 

Equally troubling, Clinton remained 
silent over CNN’s false nerve gas charges 
which dishonored every serving American 
soldier, past and present. 

Loyalty to pals Jane and Ted Turner 
and CNN president Richard Kaplan won 
out over loyalty to the troops. 

I suspect Clinton, who wrote he 
“loathed” our military in 1969, wants it to 
fail, whether consciously or unconscious¬ 
ly. And that he’s managed to accomplish! 
When he took over as commander in chief 
in 1992 our forces were Desert Storm- 
strong. Now they’re a thin shell of that 
once-mighty war machine, sputtering and 
barely fit to fight. 

Strong secretaries would never have al¬ 
lowed this to happen. Can you imagine the two-fisted former 
Secretary of the Navy, James Webb, who resigned in protest because 
Ronald Reagan cut his fleet, saying this about Jones? “He is a man 
of proven ability who understands the challenges of public service.” 

But weak Clinton clones never groan. And Republican 
Secretary of Defense Cohen said just that! Clinton and Cohen are 
the two guys ultimately responsible for the security of America. 

Sadly, never have our defenses been so badly undercut from 
within. 

Http://www.hackworth.com is the address of 
David Hackworth’s home page. 

Copyright 1997 David H. Hackworth 
Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 

Hackworth’s best-selling book, Hazardous Duty , has topped 
90,000 copies in worldwide sales. ^ 


and hallelujah! Daryl 
Bill Clinton’s nominee 


Col. David Hackworth, (Ret.) also writes a 
syndicated weekly column titled “Defending 
America ” “Hack” doesn't pull any punches 
and many liberal rags won't cany his writ¬ 
ing. If your local paper falls into that cate¬ 
gory, call the editor and let him know you'd 
like to see “Defending America ” on the Op- 
Ed page. It's syndicated by King Features, 
235 E. 45 th St., New York, NY 10017. 
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High Capacity 9mm Magazines 

All Steel, legal PreBan 

Beretta 92, S or SB 9mm 15 rd. 

Taurus929mm 15rd ... 

■ Beretta 92, For FS and Taurus 9mm 30 rd . 

Bi owning Hi-Power 9mm 13 rd. 

Hn Browning Ht-PowerSmm 30 rd. 

|f H Clock 17,19 9mm 30 rd . 

pisfl Roger P-85 and P-89 9mm 30 rd 

|l Sig-SauerP226 .................. 

|| Sig-Sauer P226 30 rd 
| S&W 59,9mm 15 id, Marlin Camp Carbine 
II S&W 59, Marlin Camp Carbine 9mm 30 rd 
I From 


MAG-141. . J12J7 

$12 97 jM 

$16.97 

MAG-203. .512.97 ^ 

S1697 

MAG-233. ,$16.97 ■ 

MAG-428....$16.97 ■ , 

$12.97 

MAG-463. ..$16.97 
MAG-636.,., $1297 

MAG-639.... $16.97 ^■■1 

Not Ficmry Utgorinos ^ 

Glock, .223, Mini-14, SKS and 
M-l Carbine Assorted Magazines 

High Capacity 9mm Glock, 33 rd . .MAG-237 ... S59.97 

High Capacity .40 S&W Glock, 29 rd ..MAG-238 ...$69.97 

.223 30 rd Gl Aluminum, USA.. MAG-EX60A. $ 8.97 

Mini-14.223 30 rd, New Blue .MAG-380 ,..$18.97 

SKS 30 rd, metal fixed...MAG-635 ... $29.97 

M-1 Carbine 30 Caliber, 30 rd, Blue Steel, Factory Gl. MAG-348 ... $1937 

Not Factory Magaonts 

S" • Mec-Gar • Ruger • Pro-Mag • USA • Chip McCormick 


America's Leading 
Sports Discounter 


W Swi ““' 98 Endura 

SpyderEdge. Overall Length 8-11/16’ 

Blade Length 3-3/4*.....SPY-C10SBK98 


BEMcwiADE Combat Knife ^ 

Mini-Advanced, Teflon, Black Folding. Overall Length T 
Blade Length 3-1/4’.BM-812SBT 


Leather Concealment Pack 

7-1/4’x16-1/2\ Black. __ v „„..„2AA-955 


Full Case MRE's 

12 Flesh Meals_ 


‘? Atu E-Z Out Knife 

3 Ounce. Stainless Steal. Overall Length 8', 
Blade Length 3-1/2*.ZBB-573 C 


I EGCKt'MKVi 


Military 
Entree 
4 Ounce 
Ham 
Slices 

MRE-410 


Leatherman' 
Super Tool 

With Nylon Sheath 
Compact Tool With 
10 Locking Blades 
ZB 8-560 


Moveable Dividers, 
Folding Handle, 

Set of 3 

ISiucknjiln Trays. 

Fits in your 
50 Caliber Ammo Can 

ZAA-074 


Per Dozen 


*1497 

Ammo • Sellier & Bellot • PMC • 3-D 1 

am,, WGER 

k g rrrtt , . 


Orders: 

Mail or fax a copy 
of your driver's 
license with a 
signed statement 
which reads, "t am 
over 21 and there 
' are no laws 
prohibiting me from 
owning ammo." 


Lithium Battery 
Powered Flashlight 

2 Cell SF-6P... $49.97 
Replacement batteries 
SF-Cell $3.69 ea. 


Lithium Combat 
Flashlight 

2 Cell SF-6Z... $54.97 


Swiss 

Poncho 

Snap Front 
With Hood 
BH-1EK) ! 


2536 NE Loop 820 
Fort Worth, TX 76106-1BQ9 
Phone Orders, Toll Free: 

1 - 888 - 625-3848 

24 Hour Fax: 1 BDO-53S-561S 
Customer Service: I ■ Hfl-a25-Z5flE 
-:iu>. fit (Ji 


Must Mention Ad SF-89 To Get 
These Prices Or A Catalog. 


115gr FMJ.. 

230gr FMJ_ 

"00” Buck 12 Pellet. 
ISOgr FMJ_ 


9mm Auto 
.45 Auto,... 
12ga 2-3/4" 
,40 S&W... 


Call or write for a “JrfT 

Free Catalog 5 Si 

Checks welcome ' JLg 

P»1 Shipping Chnrgas J 

Order" - £ * 

1 *100 - SI5UM i.H?i ' r"* 1 ^ Jr 

I UgiQHft] S 1501 -S30.no T-'.!■ | fli 

-I £30.01 •*».(» t, '■ 

SS'-ww 

Texas Residents add Over S20000 E i a -J ^— — _i 

8.25% Sales Tax. , , -^2 

www. CuBRpcrtnet finirt.niiM 


30/06 Ammo 3 

60 Rounds on strippers. Greek 
150 gr FMJ lead core, boxer primed, 
reloadable brass case, non-corrosive. 

- AMM-665 $14.97 


Motorola 

TalkAbout 

TALK-GREEN 


TALK-CAMO 

$119.97 
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sasn Value Now $179 

PILOT COMMANDER 

Sbfid .■ !■:■'= Elsa I £ H=rU. 5SJ ta! 

Trijio Hard* Dal- SEND 1N55 ftisdr AlYnfl 


Dream Gifts For Someone Special 


THE MILITARY 


S750 Value Now $349 

PILOT COMMANDER 5 WI 55 

Solid Stainless SI':l Case & Eid, EEB Bezel, 
12 Hour Timing Date, SWISS Duarla Mvmt 


Siau value Now SI 89 


S400 Value NOW $199 


Its. SPECIAL FORCES WING commander 

Gaik alarfcss SelJ Case. SWES Mm£ lto«i Solid Stainless Steel Case & Band, E6B Bezel, 
SPD idim ftati & NinAns. ftwcMi] Bsa Tritium Hands, Dale. SEIKO YM55 Quartz Mvmt. 


C0M&4T COMMAND M—— 1 ^ S-199S Value NOW $995 

RED, GLUE, BLACK or YELLOW DIAL — — 

AlAHlrfb25 JCKIH VAUflUX 775Q SWJSS MOVEMENT Day &D3HJ. HMkhg EM. Si*] 
SSsirtss Sue! Gasa & Ban S^Thui^i Ba^t, Optfliio lock TriSjn ftw Hartfj 


This Marine Captain has 
flown his F-18 Hornet from 
pitching aircraft carrier 
decks and over blazing 
deserts. 

He wears the CHASE-DUREH 
Pilot Commander Chronograph. 


rw / 


SB,995 ($4 ,asa */! Learner Band) S900 Value MOW $550 

I4K GOLD FIGHTER COMMAND FIGHTER COMMAND 

Wtotmtc VAUDLJX 775U SWIM.. 18K SWISS «tfviR ;inl|U Stainless tee! Case & Band, 
\m » m Eif-fit. toy |». OtTnctflpl m™, IVI rm Timing, Day &Date 


Alarm. lyiKtlh Timing, Day &Date 


All Chase Ourer watches feature: 
30 Day Money Back Guarantee 
5 Year international Warranty 
Same Day Shipping.. 

Credit Cards Call: 

1-800-544-4365 

Ask for Operator $70 

Or Send check or money order Id: 

270 North Canon Drive Dept 1402-670 
Beverly Hills, California 90210 
Phone: 310-550-72BQ/ Fast: 31O55G-083O 
www. Chase- Durerxnin 









